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' KONING OF YEARES, AND AGBS ; 
of the World, and mens lines, and of the eſtates . 


thi laſt decayingage thereof, this 1690.ycareof 2 nh 
Sas ciara callelt' yeare &f Iubilee) whichs from 


the Creauon, the 5548, yeare, 


{ 
os 


Conc ſundrie fo ngwlarities , worthie yok Lil 


of the Heaxen,and reformations of K ale idars, Ry Pro noſlicat ” 
005:with a diſcoarte of Prophecies and ignes,preceediti the lat-! 


ter daye, which by manic arguments pppearcth no 10.approch, - 


'With agodlic admonition inthe end , ypon the words ofthe A. 


| Poſte po redeeracthe time, becauſe the dayes areevill. 


- By M.Roz txt Pox TAN aged Paſtour i in the Kirkof Scotland 


T he heades art ſa 27s in certaine Propoſit HL in the | Page 
followip '# 
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-The oropoſitiones and} ealls tobe apnea 
##this 7 ra ariſe. 
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RD 'T Hat the moſt "TAS (EN uf ju axes of the wor "y is by Sabbath 
| or weekes of yeares,and tharhiey who count withour refpett thercol, are 
1a aa crrour, and that by wht account 1600, Feare ot Chriſt, 1s from che | 
beginnung of the world,the 5548. yeare-! 
” 2 That thisycarc of Chrilt , 1690. by right reckoning, is neither a Sabba- 
eica!l yeare, nor yet's yeare of tubildee: and that the true lawb;lpe of Chriſhangs - 
$ alrcadic ooh ſhed ; with deredion gf theabuſc of the countrfairgd Inbe- 
. fdeesholden at Reme. | 
3 Thatthe /»6:4ee of the Papifticall Remanuſles, neither ih rightly coun 
perfaite the Iewes, nenher the Seculare yeares of f the auncient Romney. And of 
diverſe manners of reckoning the age: of the Wo1lde, and of mens liues, 
4 Thar in our time, che ſignes agd revolutiones of the heaven are changed 
and remoovyed from the olde accuſtoroed Places ; : And therefore the Yulgare 
noſticators reckoning, by the ode rules arc in ancrrour, 
'$ That the /#/147 or RomareKalendare, might receine an/eafier reforma- 
woA,and that the latcarterpred reformation thei cof, is not well taken vp, bue 


TH eth occaſion of errour 1n 1eckoning. | 


6 Tharthers is a mervrilous ſymparhie of periodesof times, in reckaning 
by ſcuens, & by Sabbaucal yearcs, and ofxhe maniiold mn Map of the number 
ef ſcaucn. | 

7 That thereis an appearant dangerous alrcratien to fall our this yeare,& 


 Withiri few yeares hercatter, and of the 7 ts and 11 1gnes deciaring tO Ys, 
| theworld to be ncare an cnd. 


$ fnadmomiion toa!llmen to prepate themſclues , and toredeeme the 
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SO ELE LORD, AtxanDer SerrON, | | 
L. Frquhard and Eyvie, Preſident in the Senare fl, Ws 


telicitiein Chriſt, 


/ , 
H = 
| 
: 


| Y Z Ot Loy a/hippes | gentle | 
JS humanitie toward all ho | 
{ nefle and well-hearted | 
= 0k = me,ſince my firſt acquain- FE 
tance , hathmo Ur d mee , to dedicate ts 
your honour, this parte of the fruiteofmy | 
= ſtuates , knowing ,that amongſt the raxe. | 
M1 ecenaſes of this Land, your HAameis | 
5 with the higheſt ranke, Under his Alaie. | 
| ſtietobe mentioned. The frftcanſe. OF 
Confeſſe) that movved mee to publiſh this 
4 reatiſe in our Engliſh tongue was t5 

FIN SJ evngSHe , 'Was to 
 difſwade the too curious conceites of cer- | 
m_= aefr ous tobe at Rome th1s aþ- | 


2 proch- 
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Tus EPISTL E DEDICAT. 
. proching 1600. geare commonly calleds 
year of lubilee, wher of they [buld receine no 
Met but rather kl F* with loſeof rime 

expenſes. For your knows welynough 
the maners of Ronbe le 27 (437 am perſwa- 
ded )allowes not of chat pompoſe ſuperſtt- 
tion: yet if your I,wvil take paines (not be- 
in? faſhed with more weighty matters) to 
reade this whole diſcourſe, I truſtyou ſhall 
finde other heads, whereof you ſhal like ve- 
rie well, that haut troubled the heades of 
learned men;and not bene ſoexatly found 


Fo Ou. Wiſbing turf to accept of this ſmal 


goken of my good fauor towards your honor, 
\ andto accept of me amongſt the clientele 


of your friendſhip ,wherf, fore God: willing, 
ye ſhall not finde me vnworthie. Towhoſe 


Prom proteftion, [ commit your L, 
This laſt of Ofober. 599. 


Yeur L. ever ines to power in God. 


Rozizry Payre 
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TO THE READERS. 
nay AV ing in hand a more large world | 
> concerning contrellment and examts 
/: narion of times , by occa{ien of this 
incident 1 600. yeare of Chriſt, whicls | 
) & reckoned by the Papiſtes avd &- | 
| thersapplawding to their ſuperſtition, | 

tobe ayeare of Tubilee; I thought | 
ol good to prevent that erronr, by thus | 
little Treatiſe: diſcevering therebythewanitie of divers men | 
of 1hu Te. of others far cantries,who with great los of time 
and hazard, not onely of their ſubſtance and lines, but alſo of 
their ſoules and. conſciences , minde towviſite that Idole the 
| Pope, and to be preſent inRome,. oncly to ſee his yeare of | 

Jubilee: falſely being counterfaited tothe imitation of the 

Tubilecs of the Tewes, but indeed: derogatory to the true Iu- - 

bilec, ad ſpirituall libertie purchaſed vnts vs by our Savi- 

our Chrifl. Cand for-aſ-much as thi inſkanie yeare s the 
rae of a great Period of time, tomitte, ſixteene hundreth 

Feares. from C briſt bis nativitie, wherein there appeares _ 

diverſe areas mmutationes, 10 fall ont afivelin the effateof Res 

lizion, 45 18 civil affaires and common wealthes: I hane 
berewith, not onely diſcovered diverſe erroures, in reckoning | 
of times, and ages of the Worlde, and laboured to finde oat 
. therieht reckonine, but al(o tonched the revolution of the 
hraven,aud reformation «6 aleydars and Prognoſiications, 
| 6-0 and 


At 2 CGR CR AAS REA ACCRUED 1G 3 WEE Enaror ns SEA OA 
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s TO THE! READER. | 
and declared my indgement , concerning the Prophecies ant 
| frenes of the latter day, Ioplerchs nowe ſhortly 18 approche, 

If ary be not ſatisfied with the brevitie of this Treatiſe, I re- 
an;tte thews to my more ample diſcourſe, tobe ſet out tn La- 
" dize (if GO D graunt mt abilitie aud time) wherein 
thepro ofe of theſe propoſutiones,with other matters 
- ofthe hikearenments mill be conteined 
at large, ' 


Read, learne-well, and try, 


* Then judge adviſedly. 


* THE DECAY- 
ING ESTATE OF THE 


worlds this inſtante, 1600, 
| yeare of Chriſt.- Mi kl: þ f 


Is (men Pio oe aol 3h 


That the moſl ſure reckoning of the age of the wor de, ts by | 
pong s of yeares;an4they that connt, wot confiddering | 
e ſame,ar ett an errour, and that by by inf account the ' 


| 1600,yeare {rom Chrift his birth, # from the Peginning f 
the worlde. hi $549. . yeare, 


1; N The biedldnipg (as theSp irite kh: RES 
| | | of Godrecorderh by Morsss) Geaz 2.5 JeS.. 
)| aftcr thatthe Lord infixe dayes, | 
had created the Heaven & Earth, 
with all the furniture thereof, Hee 
Na | reed upon the ſeventh day ; T here. pi 
SA fore hee bleſſed it , and hallowed it. Py +2 
; _Thisisalfo repeated in the fourth /'*|,*  '* 
Commandemente, for theptrpetuall obſervation 0 -- bps 
that daye ; and becauſe the number of ſeauen, by that 
realon is a ſfactednomber.and moſt meete for al kinde| | + 
of reckoning:\It was ordained alſo in the lawe, that a-|Leyic 28+ - © 
moneſtthe people of God,everie ſeventh yeare ſhould! | 
be holden holy: wherinthe land ſhould reſt ip labor; 
ſo thattherin| there ſhuld neither be ſowing bf cornes 


; not 
[i | 
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: OF THE LAST DECAYING 
nor cutting of Vine-yardes; Tharlibertic ſhould bes 
granted vnto ſeryantes, and that it ſhouldbe called a 


_ — 


yearc of reſt vatothe Lorde. Andby likercaſon it was 
allo inſtiture, that the/Iſraclites ſhould number vnto 
them ſeaven Sabbathesof yeares,conteining 49.ycars; 


& immediatlic inthe beginning ofthe 50.yeare there- 


after,the trumperbt a 145i/zeſhould be blownegthe 10. 
day of the ſeuenth Moneth(whereon fell the folemni- 
tic of reconciliation ) proclayming libertie to all the 
inhabitantesof the lande,ſo that everie man might re- 


xurneto his ownepoſleſon; as at more length is ſer 


foorth by Mors s in the law, Now, albeit thatthe law 
ſpecityeth, that theſe Sabbaticall yeares,and ble 


ſhould be kept by the peopleof Iſracl, when they were 


come in the Land whichthe Lord was to giue them, 


& obtayn reſt therin (becauſe they could notwel keep 


/the ſame before thattime)yet the reaſon of this ſacred 
reckoning,procceding by thenumber of ſevens, hath a 


grounde inthe naturall Lawe, which was before the 
written Law of Moysss, and the enſample of GO D 


himſelfe,who was before all Lawes, And thereby,wee 


may well gather, thatthis |Sabbaticall reckoning, hath 
reſpeteventothebeginning ot the world;and is to be 
countedeven from that firſt Sabbath,wherin the Lord 
reſted from all his workes|. So that as God reſted the 


ſeventh day of creation,in like manner,the Sabbaticall 
Prone yeares of Tubilte,ſhould proceede from that 


eginning:For Morszs himſelfe,who wrotethe holy 
biſtorie, from the creation ofthe worldeto his dayes, 


knew well ynough, the juſt reckoning of theſe Sabba- 


ticall yeares, and by the Spiriteof Prophecie, alſo hee 
knew what timethe people ſhould obtaine peaceable 


then 
they 


they mightbegin toreckon by theſe Sabbatical years 
and yeares of Jubilee. For an evidence whereof, wee 
finde by juſtteckoning, which hereafter is to be ſerre 
downe,that the 6.yeare of the governement of Iosva, 
wherein the Ilraclites obreined peaceable poſſcfiion 
of the Lande;the lame being devided amongſt them, 
was a Sabbarical ycare:andallothe completes. .yeare 
ofa 1ubilee; So that trom the creation, vnto that time, 
there wil be 3 57. Sabbathesof yeares, ands1. Inbilees, 
And the next zicare there after which was the 7. yeare 
of los y a) will be found a juſt beginning, from the 
which forward; the people reckoned both their Sab- - 
baticall yearcs,and yeares of 1wbulee: whereupon it fol- | 
loweth, thatthis manner of counting, by Sabbaricall | 
yeares,is the moſt {ure reckoning of the yeares and a- 
gesof the Warld,and may wel be deduced & brought 


rothis preſent 'yeare, commonly counted the 1600... 
from the birth bf Chriſt. In the which reckoning, wee | 
baueto proceede after this manner. Firſt taking 2 fix- 
ed ycare out of rhe Scriprure, being ſurely a S; bati- | 
call yeare, foran hx<d ftayor ground: anditheh recko- | 
ning from theifame backe,, to the beginning of the | 
Worlde: and likewiſe torward,to the yeare of Bk Na- 


tivitic of Chiſt;andſo conſequently, to this preſente | 


yeare. Theſe tives or rootes of time, in Greekarecal- 


led Epoche, & im Latine, AEra temporum. And wee ſhall 
take the ground therof for our preſent reckaning our * 


of the 28.chap.of the ProphetTzx xr wy, where hereck- | | 


 oneththe firſt yeare of K. Zedekiah ( wherein Hananiah | 
thefalſe Propher,prophecyed againſt him)tobe the 4. 

year of Sabbath or week of years. Sotharthe 4.year af 

Zedekiahby his reckoning,was a Sabbatical year,& alſo-/ 


the11.yeare. Next,wehauero remember,that the coil- | 
ting of thelc Sabbatica yeares,after the Law of Moyſes 
B 15, 


"Abt or Tre word. | | 


| 
| 


10. OF THE LAST DECAYING _ 

is from the tenth day ofthe ſeyenth Hebrew Moneth, 
called Tijbri, which an{wererh forthe moſt partto our 
September; and not from 1anwarie,which beginneth our 
yeare: By reaſon whereof, theone halte of the Sabba- 
ricall yeare preceedeth thebeginning of ourycare,and 
theother halfe, orlittiemore, followerk after. There- 
fore itis,that fome reckoning-with the Tewes, from 
T iſhri,or September, counta year more then others,thae 
reckon from [4naary. Bur becauſe the count madefrom 
lanuary,comprehendeth the moſt parte of the Sabbari- 
call yeare, f, with the moſt number of Chriſtian rec« 
koners follow it ; Thirdly,by this reckoning, wee ſup- 
poſe the Worlde to hane bene created 1n this ſeaventh' 


' Monethcalled Tiſhri,which then probably was the firſt 


Rrodis. 


Gene.6.7- 


Moneth of theyeare : albeit it was inf{itute thercafter, 
atthe departing of the Ifratlites our of Feypt;that Nz- 
(an,orthe Moneth of #616 (aunſwering for a greate 
parte to Qur Aarcb)ſhould be tne firſt Moneth. Now, 
comming to ourcounte, let vs take the clieventh yeare 
of ZeDtxian ( which being a Sabbaricall yeare, was 
called the yeare of deſolatipn, becauſe fromit begourh 
the captivitie of Baby/on)andletitbe the ground of our 
reckoning. Thatyeare (I ſaye) counting back, was the 
3360.yeare, from thecreation ofthe world , whichbe- 
ing divided by ſcayens, hath for the quotient number 
(as the Arithmetickes tcarme it) 480. Sabbathes of 
yeares,& no fuperabundant od years. Andto proouc 
hiſtoricallie, this to bea/juſt reckoning of rhe yeares of 
the Worlde, by particular countof the Scripture, wee 
haue ficſt from the creation,tothefloud of Noant:1656 


11.12. 15. yeares. Then from the loud, tothe promiſe made to 


That to 
Exod, 1:, 
Gal.3. 


AzRxanan,z67.yeares. And from thedeyarcing of the 
Iſraclits out of Kgypr430.years.and tro the departing 


tKinz-4. torhebuylding of the Temple by Sox 0m 0 480, 
2 EN WNE-1-4  yeares? 


aGE OF THE WORLDE, 
yeares: Andlaſt,from the buyldingofthe Temp 
theelleventh yeare of ZzpExIAang2y. Cares: 


yearcs.By thistheirrekconing,we muſt adde other 21 5 


yeares to our former count,and ſo the 11.ycare of Zz-_ 


pEKIAH Would be the 3575.ycarc, fromthe beginning 


of the world,, Nowe dividing the number by ſeaven, 


there will remayne after the diviſion of 510.Sabbathes 


of ycarcs,5.odde yearcs, whereby we may vnderſtand- 


that reckoning not to be right. The like wee may per- 
ceiuein all otherreckonings, that bring not the 17. 
yearc of Zepxx1angto ajuſteSabbaticall yeare,wirh 


out any ſuperfluous odde yeares. And fo forthe backe | 
reckoning of yeares,to the beginning of the worlde,& 


from it, tothe 11,yeare of Zedetiah, we haue not onely 


thejuſt reckoning of Sabbaticall yeares, but alſo the | 2h, 
Ty SCIP: 


7 


Ii | 
Wes | 
The 
wholc \umme of theſe yeares colleted, come jultly to 

3360.years. Now to tricother reckonings, which haue | 
not reſpect toSabbaticall yeares not tobeeright,let vs 
take for example, the ſupputationof them, who ſup-. 
pole Azrauan to haue beene borne the 1z0. yeate | 
of Tzrau his father, (8& noras the Scripture ſpeakerth). 
in the. 70.ycare. By that count we muſtaddetothetor- | 
mer reckoning,60. yearcs moe. Ando the 11.yeare | 
of ZeDEtx lan, would betrom: the creation the 3420. 
yeare: Which yeares, being divided by ſeavens, there | 
will remaincafterthe divition, conteining 488. Sabs | 
bathes of yeares, 4. ſnperſtuous and odde yeares.And | 
ſo agorecth not that the 11.year of Z=Dextan,ſhould | 
be a Sabbaricail yeare,as-Ihaue proven it to be Dy ICC- | 
 koning of the Prophet Iz n xm y.. An other example. | . 
Suppolſing,as ſome others do,thatthe children of I{ra- | | 
elremayned in Z2ypt, the wholeſpace of4 30.yeares, | | 
whereas by our tormercount(which may beverifyed; 
by Scripture) their remayning there, was onely 215, 
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Scr 
tio®, theagreeinentof the | Sabbarical yeares,& yeares 
of Inbilee, with the 6. yeare of//oſna, trom.the which, 


iz OF THE LAST DECAYING- 
& for our warrant, And for further confirma- 


the Ilraclres made tha reckoning,as was declared be- 


. fore. That yearebcitig tromthe Creation,the 2499. 


yeare. Asallo,by this our couhte, the yeare of the pro- 
miſe madeto Abraham beiiig of the world,the 2023. 
wilbe founda Sabbaricall yeare. And likewiſe the year 
of the birth ot 303ſes, being che 2373.ycare. And this 


muchtor the back-reckoning.Now to count forward, 


from this our ſtatic of timyto witte, the 11. yEeare Ot Zee 


dekiah,being from the creation,the 3360.yeare: firſt we 


ſhall adde therero,the 70.yeares of the captivinie of Ba- 


_ bylon(which we reckon from the 11.yearc of Zedekiah, 
| being the yeare of deſolation) and ſo there will bee 


3430.yearcs, fromthe beginning of the World, The 
which yeares,we ſhall rake tor our tecond ſtay or roote 
of reckoning, to wit, the firſt yeare of the raigne of Cy-" 
rw; wherein libertic was proclaymed to the-peopleto 
returne,this z430.yearot the world,civided by ſeavens 
hathinthe quotient 499-Sabbathcs,or weekes ot years, 


| leaving no oddeyeares. And/thequotient againe,be- 
ing packed by ſeavens,hath juſthe70. 7wþ/lees of years, 


and there remaine no ode yearcs, nor 0d&dcs weekes 


_ of yeares.Sothis 3430, yeare of the world i$2 moſt pern 


fite ſtay oftime, androotcor groundeto reckon vpon, 


And hath as manie Weckes of yeares,asthe70.weekes 


mentioned in Danie/(xwhereot wee are roſpeake)haue 


_of yeares, thatjs, 4 99. which laketh not a myſterie, 


Then to goeforwarde with this our ſecond ftaying of 


time,l holde with ſome ofthe beſt learned, rhatfrom 
this firſt ycare of Cyr, tg the Nativitic of Chriſt , are 
518.yeares.,and from theereation ofthe World, zp47. 


yeares,by adding to 3430, theſe 78. years. Ando the 
Eel F; y care 
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AGE OF THE WORLD.* 2 


yeare immediatly prececding the birth of our Sa 
Chriſt,to be a Sabbatical yeare,conteinivg in the 
tient 524. weekes of yeares,and leaving no odde Notts. 
Noweto proouc the forwarde reckoningto be right, 
we ſhall rake two warrandes out of the Scripture, the 
one out of the ninth Chapter of Daxze/, andthe other 
' outotthes, Chapter of 70h his Revelation. Astothe 
formcroutot Daniel, itwasrevealed to himby the An- 
gelthar ralked with him,that 70. wegkes of yeares were 
determined,or(asthe Hebrewavord properlie ſigoity- 
erh) decided Fig CUttc 1 artes concerning Danzetl is. | 
pcople.and his holy Citie : And thereafter the Angell. | 
divideth theſe 70: weekes), in ſeauen weekes ,and62, 
weekes, and finalliein one weeke. It is out of queſtion, 
that this Prophecy is ment ofthe returning of the pro. 
ple of Iſracll, from the captivitie of Babylon, and of the 
building againe of the Cirtic of Ierulaſem, afrer the 
captivitie, andircannot bee withouta ſpeciall cauſe, 
thatthe. Angel divided the firſt ſeven weekes of years, 
from the 62.weekes, and finally ſpeaketh, ofthe laſte 
weeke of the ſeayenty, by the elf. therefore thus take 
it vp, that as thefe was foure diverſe liberties graunted 
tothe people, at foureſeverall times, ſo this prophecis 
hath reſpec to them all, and divideth the' timeaccor» 
ding thereto.The firſt | iberric was granted by Cyras,in 
the firſt yeare of his raigne,overthe Babylontans,wher 
of mention is made inthe firſt of Ezra. [The ſecond li- 
bertie to proceede in building of the Temple(which 
w orke was impeded a certaine time) vas given by Da- | 
r'4s,called Longimanuw, whom Ezrain his fourth Chap- | 
ter namerh Kingof Perſia. The third and fourth liber- | 
tics, were graunted by CArtaxerxes the Great, theone | | 
to Z2r4,and the other to Nehemia, As wee reade in E274 | 
the 7.apd in Nehemiah,the 2:Chapter. Nowe v here it [7] 
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i fajdin Daricl, that from the going out of the Com- 
ng&cmenr, to bring againe the people,and to builde 
Ieruſalem vnto Mefſrahthe Prince;there ſhould be ſea- 
ven weekes, and62. weekes, and that after 62. weekes, 
Mcſ3:4 ſhould be flaine,&$c.Oftheſe yeekes,] take the 
firſt ſcayen to begin immediatly after the firſt libertie, 


- - graunted by Cyrws to the people to returne, and to end 
atthe5.ycare of Darimzwho tn the ſecond yeare of his 


raigne, gauenew libertic to build the Temple, which 
was htiaiſhed inhis fixt yeare, Andehis 1s called the go- 
ing forth of the commandement, to bring againethe 
pcople, contcining the ſpace of 49,yeares, which make 


an Tubilee. The other 64. weekes of yeares,] take to be- 


ginne betweene thetwo liberties graunted by C1rtia- 
xerxes,theone to Ezra,inthe p.yeare, andthe 9ther to 
Nehemia, in the 20.yearc of his raigne : To wit, the be- 
pinning of theſe 62. weekes,to be the 14.ycare of the 


King cArraxerxes, andto ende the a8.yearc of our Sa- 


viour Chriſt hisage. The which two laſtliberties,con- 
cerne the maintenanceof the ſerviceof G O D, inthe 
Temple of Ieruſfalem, being alrcadie builded, and the 


building againe of the Citticand Walles thereof, by 


moyen of Nehemiah, and his affiſters: For the Angell 


\ maketh ;a diſtintion, betweene the bringing againe of 
the people,and bulding of the Temple,aſcribing there 


to the firſt ſeaven weekes; and betweene the buildin 
againe of the Cittic, and inhabiting therein, which he 
alcribeth to the other 62.weekes. Then, Iſayg,having 


the beginning and endings of theſe weekes ſo diſtin- 


ouiſhed.there will bee founde an interyall of time be 
tweene theend of the ſeaven weckes,and beginning of 


the 62.weckes, conteiningthe ſpaceof 63. yeares, that 
 15,9-weekes of yeares, thewhich ſpace and intertupti. 
| onot yeares,ts moſt probably mcanto by 


[the Angell, 
where 


4. 
a 2 


| "AGE OF THE WORLDE, 
where hce ſaycth, ſeven weekes, and 62. weekes 
decidedor curte in partes,concerning the bringin 
gaine of the-people on the onepart, and the building 
of the Cittic and Walles thereof,on the other parte;ſo 


__ 


thatthere isadiſcontinuanceof time, betweenethe:| | 
oneand the other. As toward the laſt weeke of theſe 70 
weekes of Daniel, it isto bereckoned from the 23. 
yeare of Chrilt his age.as may be takenvp by the text, | 
wherein itis ſaid, that after 62. weekes, Aeſcia: ſhould bee 
{ayne, And alittle thercatter, that hee ſhould confirme 
the covenante with manic for one Weeke : and in the 
middeſt of the Weeke , ſhoulde make the Sacrifice and 
oblationto ceaſe.  Thewhichthing, Chriſt accompli- | 
ſhed indeed, by offering his owne precious bodie, in | 
factifice,about the middeſt, orneere the ende of this | 
laſt wecke of Danie/,which endeth inthe. z5. yeare of | 
Chriſt his age. Andas tothe confirmation of the cove« | 
nant,it is mcant (no doubt) of the Preaching of the | 
Goſpell, which hee begouth neere the middelſt of this 
laſt weeke,aboutthe z r.yeare of his age. Now to come - 
tothe yeare before the birth of Chriſt, we muſtrake off | 
35.yearcs; which will be fiue weekes of yeares : and {o | 
there will remaine of the 50. weckes of Danzel, 65. 
weekes, which make 4s 5.yeares, and addethereto,the | 
63.yearcs,interlaced betweene the 7. weekes, and 62.; | 
weekes:Theſummeof yeares then,from the firſt ycare | 
of Cyrws,0r from tbe captivity to Chriſt, wil comecjuſt.. 
lie to5 18;yeares,as I ſet downe inthe beginning of this | 

reckoning, andadde theſe 518. yeares, to 3430.yearcs, | 

which was our ground and ſecond ſtaie oftime : The 

whole ſumme ot yeares, from thecreation,to the birth | 

of Chriſt are 3948.yeares. Nowe wee hauefurtherto | 

verifie this forwarde reckoning, from the captivitie to 

Chriſtto be juſte,and agreeable to the trueth, rs 
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- 26 | oF THE |lasT DECAYING 
| ' ſhaſdo,both byxealon and countof Sabbatical years, 
— - _ aiftycaresof Iabuee, and allo by Scripture, and beſte 
j approoved Hiſtories of theſt rimes. Firſt, for Sabbati- 
call reckonings4t 1s manifeſt \rhat Daxie/ hath reſpecte 
Is _ ... - | thereto,inthc count ofhis 76,weekes, which make 10 
10 - Inbilees of yeares counte. Now it was proven before, 
_..  thatthe3430. yeare of the Worlde,endeth in an Tubi- 
beetowitte, counting 79. isliless from the beginning, 
| and 4 90, Sabbathes of yeares, which is the ſame num- 
I. - berthat Daniell comprehendeth in his 70. weekes, to 
 wit,490 fingle yeares, fothatthere bene as manie ycars 
 4nthis Periods of Daniell, as were weekes of y cares 
"ii from the beginning of the World,to the beginning of 
8: . his reckoning. Andiceing lecounterh by. Sabbathes 
© of yearesand /wbilees,hiscount vpon 490.yeares,muſte 
needes follow immediatly the other reckoningof 490 
weckes of yeares, from the beginning of the world 7/& 
Ng ſo muſt proceed from the 3430. yeare ofthe World.& 
_.-\- conſequently, from the firſt yeare of C3744. Secondly, 
Rn wehaue toremember rhe ſeconde authoritic which I 

alleadged out of the s.Chapter of the Revelation, for 

theſecond warrant of Scripture, ro.confirme this our 
reckoning. In that Chapter,mention is made of ſeaven 
EE Angels, to whome ſeaven'Trumpets were given by 
3 God 0 blow, and to declare thinges that were to fall 
ET. ut mathe World thereafter. The blowing of Trum- 
= rn (being figuratiuely ſpoken.) hath reſpe to the 
_,.- blowingofthe Trumpets, atthe endeof every 7ubilee, 
as is mentionedin the Law, the 25 1Chapter of Zevitz. 
cs, whereby tt may b eeathered,that the diſtin rimes 
- 3 {wherein theſe Trumpets], figuratively were blowen, 
RE FH (hari is, the Angels and Miniſters of God declared his 
Bs | will concerning the eſtate of the World, & his Church 

i 


Eid mn every Trumpet blowing) were yeares of 
Javitee, 
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Þwbilee: For Inb:ilcetakerth the name from Trumpets, & 
weknow thatthe Preaching of the word of God is al- 
ſo figured by blowing of Trumpets, £ſay 27. and 55. 
Andin thebeginning of that 8. Chaptcrofthe Revels-: | 
tion,it is declared, that at the opening of the ſeaventh | | | 
. feale of the cloſed booke of thecounfell of G O D,the! | | 
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firſt Angell prepared him toblow his Trumper. Now, 
the opening of the ſeavenſeales of the Booke, ſignify-!| | 
eth (as all godly writers expone it) the revelation and 


declarationoftthe hid counſels of G O D, which was! 
when he ſenthis beloved Sonne in the worlde, firftro: 
Preach the Goſpell by bimſelte,and his Apoſtles.and! 
thereatter, by thelawtull Paſtours and Miniſters of his: 
V Vorde, declarers of his holy will ynto the world:the: 
ſpace of opening of theſe ſcales,as they were ſeaven in; 
number, ſocverieSeale opening, comprehendeth the: 


ſpace of ſeaven yeares. Andthe firſt ſeayentyear ofthe 
firſt Seale, isthe laſt weeke of the 70. weekes of Daniel, 
called, Thefnlneſſe of time by Paule : wherein the Gol. 
pell begouth firſt tro bee preached , From the which 


counting by ſeanens, we finde the opening of the ſea- 


vent Scale,to fall ypon the 71, yeare, after the birth of 
Chriſt, aslikewiſethe blowing of the firſt Trumpet: & 


conſequently, the 70.yeare, to compleate a Inbilerof! 


ycares: whereanent,who would know roving, thera 
reade that learned and divine worke of Toun Naytx, 
in the expolition ofthe Revelation,the 5.6.7.8 .& 9.pro- 
poſitions. Now having found the 750:yeare of Chriſte, 
to be the 49. and laſt yeare of 7#bilee: ler vs count backe 
from the 71. yeare of Chriſt, to the firſt yeare of Cy- 
rus, by Tubilets,and we ſhall hndeby onr former recko- 
ning, the ſpace of 588. yeares, which make 12, Inbilres 
complecte,ahdleaue no oddeyeares;Forthe :0.weeks 
of Daniel, rnake ren 1#biles,and the 63 y cares interjec! 
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ted betweene the 7. weckes, 2nd 62. weekes, togerher 


with 35.years,thatarebetweene the endof the weekes 


of Dani, % the 71 year of Chriſt, Ting joyned roge- 
ther,mak g3:years,& wwo juſt lubilces. So thatthey ar 12 
Inbiled'] in the whole, fro the 3430. ycar ot rhe worſd,te 
the 71.yeare of Chriſt. And trom the be ginning ot the 
Y Vorlde,to that 71. ycarc 32./1#%slees ; Yer further to 
make this reckoninggood by Hiſtories ofthe time: we 
findeby countof the Kings of the Pcy/iam and Bavylomi- 
an Monarchie,by Megaſthenes (corrupt! y called Hete- 
phenes)the Perſian Hiſtoriographer,whervnto Philethe 


rheleweginhis Chronologie aggreerh , counting by 


the yeares of the Hie-Prieſtes|, and gnvernours of the 
houſe of David,towitte, from Jehoſaa the Hie-Prieſt, 8& 


 Zarobabel Planck of Iuda, and fiift Governouratfter the 


Caprivice; that berweene the fuſtyearc of Cyrus, and 
the firſt ycare of Alexander the Great ,conquerourof 
the Perſran and Babylonian Empire, were 191. yeares: 
V Vhereof,q9.yearcs arc reckoned from the fiilt of Cy- 
r,to the 6. ycare of Daris Lin7/<manuw,wiowas the 
ſecondethat gauelibertieto build the Te mple, a5 was 
declared of before: : For Cyrm raigned 22. ycares, Aſſst= 
rus Priſcus 20. yeares.Then there was the inter-rcigne 
of one yeare: Then addetotholes.y cares of Dating, 
they mike vp theſe 4g.,ycarcs. And trom the 6.ycare of 
Darins Lonsimanus,totherg.of Great Hrtaxerxes,cals 
Iced Myemon are 63.YFares: has reckoned. D145 rcig- 
ned yer zr. yeares, Darius Niothus 19. yeares,2dde 73. of 
Arteverxes,thelummeis 63:.years.andfrom Cyrus, 12 
yeares.Sothere reſterk.from the r3. of LArraxerxes, to 
Alexinler,7g.yearesthus reckoned, Artaxerxes, yer 
raigned 42-yeares, Artaxerxes Ochns 26: Arſcs 4.20.09 De- 
ris the laſt, vanquiſhedby Alexander, 6. yeares. The 
ſunmeis79. yeares completing the 1g1. ycarcsbefore 
Mcile 
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mentioned. Now leaſt any ſhould derogate the autho- 
ritie of Mege/thenes and Phuls, in counting of theſe 
yearesof the * Perſian Monarchie:I willathrme (for my | 
part)them tobe moſt authentick of all that I haueread, 
whatſocver be ſaid againſt them. And that they are'to 
bepreteried toall he Greeke authors, who are of light 
credite, and! full of Fables; as I intcade to declare at 
large,in my more ample diſcourſe. Foras to Cambyſes, 

whom they/make one of the Perſran Mojnrdho it WEE 
reade diligentlic the lacter parte of the 10. Chapter of 

Dazie!,wce ſhall finde him to have bene Prigcebf Per: 

fa onlie, who ru/edthat Kingdome in place of his tas 
ther Cyr#s,hee being occupy ed inthe Scyihian WAarres, 

And chat his Cambyſes was an enemie 10 the Church 
of God: And as for Xerxes, whom they count for an 9- 
ther,albcit hee invade Gres 14, withan huge armie,yet 
wereade neyerthathe did raignein Babylon, but in Fer - 
ſia,in the daics of Darius ; Long imapas, Itreſteth then,to 
go forwarde with the yearesberwene Alexander and 
Ctiriſt: And by our counte, they muſt be 227. ycares, 
which arc to. be reckoned after this manner. From the 

_ beginning ofthe Empirc of Alexander in Aſa, after that 
hee vanquiſhed Darius, to the beginning ofthe King- 
domeofthe Greekes by Yelewcus Nicanor after the rec- 

| koning of the Tews,are 18.years,as Hoſepbus Scaliger pro- 

veth in his fifth booke, De emendatione temporum. And 

Fm the beginning of the kingdome of the Gre ekes, 
tothe Macchabecs.are 145. vears, as wehaueinthe firſt 
book of the Macchabces, the lec6d Chapter, Andthe OY ay 

- Macchabesruled,as witnefleth 7oſephns, in his Aptigy- 

- Hies 127. Cars, Andafter them. ;King Hereaeraignerh 47+ 

yearcs complete, nearetheend of whoſe raigne, Chtitlt 
was borne; Toynethoſe yeares together, and theywill 


makeyp Spin the beginning of theEi pire of Alcxgn- 
2 | der \ i 
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BS -\ ger to Chriſt,juſt 327 yeares: And adding thereto, rg 2, 
\ yeares,betweene Cyr#s and eAlexandcr,the ſurame wil 
BEING: be 5r8.ycares, according to bur firſt counte. The fame 
_ may be prooven by the Aftronomicall calculation of 

Plolemte who inthe endeothisthirde Book, reckoneth 

from the deceale of Alexander, vntothetaigne of Au- 

£n/ins Caſar 294.yeares. And hee counted the begin- 

1 09; -. ningof Auguſtus hisraigne, from the time that hee be. 
Et gouth to raigne himſelfe; alone, after his vioric a- 
tt gainſt Artonins: who flew himſclf in Alex3dria.So we 
muſt feparate the yeares that Avzs/tss ruled with Az. 
 $0n1ws from the reſte of his Empire, which were four. 
 reencycares, as Toſephys and the Romane Hiſtorics beare 
record: and heeraigned 58.yeares. Nowe Chriſt was 
4708 " bornein the 42.year of his raigne:S0joyning 27 years 
K- / of the Empire of Auzuftwi,and 6.ycare of Alexander,his 
x Empire,to the 294. mentioned by Prolemee: The ſiime 
I from the beginning of Alexanderto Chriſtwillbe x27. 
yearcs,as of before.I haue infiſted the longer vponthis 
2 reckoning, becauſe of thegreate varieticamongft Wri- 
ters, namely, concerningthe Monatchie of the Perſi- 
=: _ ane5and Kings thereat: Alwaiſe I thinke , I haue pro- 
1 ven ſufficientlieourreckening by Sabbatical yeares,& 
2 _. yearesof ubileeto beejuſte: yetthere remayneth one 
WE, Lice 26 a6 (rupies wher as Toſephws writeth in his Antiquitics,that 
RE: that King Herede beſieged Ieruſalem in the third year 
"4 of his raigne;and thatthenthere wasa great ſcarfitic of 
vicualles, becauſe of the Sabbaticall yeare: which ap- 

peareth notto ſtande with ourcounte,to make the 37. 
ts . _  yeateof Heroae,tobea Sabbaricallycare: But we muſte 
+ |  vnderſtande;that Joſephus meaneth not that the.thrid 
8Y yeare of Zerode wasa Sabbaticallycare, butthe ſecond 
yeare which preceeded, which made thcſcarfiry in the 
third years following. So our counthoidethjuſt, that 
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the: 27, yeare of Herode,was a Sabbaticall yeare z at the. 
end whereof; Chriſt was borne. For Yerode lived till a 
bout'the Paſſtover theratter, making the beginning of 
his reigne,to haue benein [aruarie, when he was mage. 
King at Kore, To this alſo agerecth the counte ofthe 
orcat Cycleot the Iewes, who reckon the yeare that qur 


Saviour Chriſt was borne,to bave binthe firſt of their, 


Semitah,thvat is,of the Sabbaricall week. Now then wee 
hauethe juſt reckoning of the yeares of the VVarld. 
ento Ch:riſt, tobe z 948. yeares. And this yeare of Chriſt 
1600. tO be trom the beginning,the 5544.yeares.In|the 
which counteof yeares (albeit by an other mannex of _ 
reckoning) I agree with the learned 7oſephus Scaliger,&& 
ſome others more auncient then he, And asto others, 
finde onely Eraſmus Reynoldus, Peucerns and P.Craſins, 
with ſomeothc1s thar follow theirreckoning, tohaue 
hadſome apparant reſpeQe to the: Sabbaticall yeares, 

counting to Chrilt,z962.yeares,bur they will bee two 
weekes of yeares, overour calculation, and fo willnot 
aorec in the yeares of [ub;lee.Others, whoſoeyer they 
be.thar holdeno counte of the Sabbaticall yeares, are 
further out of the way,as they that reckoneto the birth 
of Chriſt, 3 944.yearcs,leaue odde after divifion by. leg> |. 
Vens, three yearcs. Andlikewile they that count 3974. | 
years. Ando is tobe ſcene inothers, who commonlie 
are further from themarke,in not following the direc- 
tion of Sabbaticall yeares, which being thus juſtlic ta- 
ken vp, makeaſtronge bulwarkeagainſt the obſtinate 
Tewes. For it being knowen by the weekes of Daniel, 

that the juſt count therof, ,endethabour the time when 
Chriſt ſuffered vpon the Croce, they are convidt, will 
they,or will they not roknow,that he is,of whome the 
Anvel!l ſpeaketh vnto Danzel, who was appoynred of 


God his Farher r.(asthe text bearet! )ro finiſh intquit}, 
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to ſeale vplinnes, and reconcile wickednefſe,, and te. 
 ſealevpviſtones and|prophecies, bringing in ever la- 
| ing righteouſneſſe;and conſequentlie, heisthe moſte. 
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helicanoynted,ahd that true Mefias promiſedo their 
tzrhers. And that in vainc that milcrable Nation fo ma-- 
nit hundreth yeareslooketh for an other, ® | 


CpcoOnD PrLOPOSITLON, 


- T bat this preſent yeare of Chriſt, 1600, h b ris ht reckoning, * 


neither a Sabbaticall yeare,nor yet a yeare of Tubilee. 434 
that the truc Tubilee of Chriſ/tans, i alreadie accompli- 

_ (bed: With a deteftion of the abuſe of the connierfaited 11- 
bilees h9/deu at Rome, 


; N19 without weighty cauſes, haue I ſolong infift- 


ed ypon Sabbaricall reckoning of yeares : For | 
thereby more ſure waie is found out, tocometo the 


right acofit of-years, & progres of times, fro the begin- 


ning of the worlde, vato|the laſt decaying age thereof, 


* \ thenby anic other common manerofreckoning. And 
| belides that, itismoſt facile and cafte. And weknowe 
there is nothing more neceffaric for the knowledge of 


Hiſtories, and divers cſtates of the Worlde, nor the 
rigutreckoning of yeares and times,'wherein the ſame 
with the circumſtances thereof fell'out, that thereby 
men may beled to vnderſtand theantiquitie ofeveric 


 thing;as alſoby conferringtime withtime, may know 


the differece of themaners of men,of one age from an 
other: withoutthe which,notonclie great darknes and * 
obſcuritic, bothin civillgovernement andaQtiones of 
mens lines, andin things concerning theeſtate of reli- 


 gionmayecnſue. And that which is worſe, manie may 
failin that inconvenient, wherin CMriftorle,& the Epi- 
| curtans hauctallen, Forthrough ignorance of the an- 


| tiquity 
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AGB OF THE WORLDE, *' 27 
Gquitic of times, tice cſtecmed the world tohan 


c of time nebene | 
fromallctcrnitie, and theſe (rowitte, the Epicurians) | 
countedthenarureot alithings to hauc bin by chance, | | 
and by , 1 wotc not what.a concurrence of mates and | 
inviſible bodies. This reckoningalfo, refolverh manie 

doudtes, wherein writers are involved, thathave no | 
| regarde tacreto,and oft-times count by ecfle, eſpecial * 
- lic inreckoning of yearcs, from the caprivitic of Babz- | 
\ tex,to Chriſt: andthe rightbeginning and endingof 
theweekes gf Dxiel, whereinto many learned men 
hauebenegreatly troubled; laboring by ajuſtcountro. 
-agreethe Hiſtorics of times therewith ; which cannos | 
þe,vnleſſe there be certaine weekes of yearcs,interjec* 
red betweene the beginning and ende thereof, And 
thirdly,l hauevied this kinde of Sabbarical reckoning, 
becaus one of thechict purpoſes, that preſcnilie I have: 
in hand, is to diſcoverthe vaniticand ignorance.otthe 
Papiſticzll reckoners, concerning their counterfaited 
ycares of ſabilee,by 2 prepoſterous imitation of the Jaw. — 
of Meyſes.Forthe which caulc, itis expedient to have. ; 
the exat knowledge of Sadbaricall years: For by them 
the ycarcs of [zht/eeare reckoned and found out. For 
thus layerh Moy(«s: T heu {ha't alſo vumber Unto thee (ea- 
ver Sabbathes of yeares, even ſeven times ſeaven yeares: gud \as-2%+ 
the ſpace of ſeaven Savbathes of yeares, will ve unto thee nine 
and fourtie yeare. Then thou ſhalt cauſe 29 blowe the Trum- 
pet of 1heTubilee , in the tenth day of the ſeventh Moneth: 
To witte, inthe beginning of the fifticth yeare, which 
was commanded robe hallowed, and to bea yeare of 
Inbilef vmo the people : Butis norſoro bee vnger- 
tood,that everie [xbilec conteined full fiftic yeares,but 
thatfittic yeare whereinthe I=bilee was proctaymed, 
was allo the firſt yeare of the next abilee;tor otherwiſe 
che reckoning by weekesof yeares, ſhouldhave bene = | 
dan, iP . Cons 
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7 confounded,and could not bee holden in juſt counte; 
which is contrary tothe minde of the Law-giver. And 
yetthe fifrieth ycare;by a common Phraſe of ſpeaking, 
was called the yearc of Inbilee . As the Olympiades of 
\ Greece, albeit they, conteincd but the ſpaceof ſource 
|  yeares,arecalled by Pindars5,and other Poets,the ſpec- 
F- tacles or vaſſallages of hue yeares, becaule they retur- 
FOR ned everie fifkt ycare;And we commonly call the ſpace 
of an week, cight daies,albeitit conteineth butſcaven. 
So it iscvident,that the right count of /#b!lets, procee- 

2 deth from everic 49.| to other 49. yeares. Now let vs 
WE eonfidder the baftard Iwbilzes, begotten and feyned by . 
© ©.» thePopes of Rome, wherevntothey haue no reſpete 
xa to Sabbaticall yeares, whereof nbilees(as the law requi- 
= red)are madevp.But Pope Bowirace,the 8. Pope of 
thatname, rhe Ka father and inventer thereof, inthe 
yeare of Chriſt,1300, tookethe whole compleit num- 

7 ber of everic hundreth yeare, conteining twile fiftie, 
ee tf for his Jubilee, And Crnamtxr the 6.reducedthe ſame 
=. to everiefiftic yeare. compleete. And afterhim,Pavrs 
the 2. to everic 25.yeare. And finallie,Ivi1ys the 2. to 
everic tenth yeare. Everdiminiſhing the yeares;toaug- 
ment their Antichriſtian ſuperftition,, Md the vent of 
theirvngodlie wares.Sovnſtableand changeable jsthe 
eſtate of that viurped Kinedome.. This then is the 
firſt errour of thoſe counterfaited 7ubilees, concerning 
 thetimes of the appoyntment thereof: That they ate 
_ nothing likein reckoning, to the Iubilees of 'the Lawe, 
whichthoſe Apiſh juglares pretend to imitate. Andas 
Ba concerning this 1690, yeare, from the Nativitie of 
 _ _-— | Chriſt, whether weetount by the number & date of 

GS theſe yeares, or by the yeares from the beginning of 
= _ the Worlde, it willneithes be found a Sabbatical year, 

nor yeta year of T#vilee.For dividing 1600.by ſeavens, 
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it leaverh 4.0dde yeares remaining over 228.wecks of || 
yeares: And dividing againe rhis quotient by 5. itleas 
verh 4.od weeks of years, aboue andatrour ;2 Taber, 
rhe like maybe alſo found,if we ſhal divide the whole 
ycares fromthe creation of the world, to this preſent. | 
For 5548. being parted by ſeavens \leaverh fourodde |.  * 
yeares. And the quotient 2gaine, which 1$,792. being 
divided by ſeavens, after 113 .Inbilees, leaveth one od 
wecke ot yeares. And ſotheappoynted times, of theſe 
new-invented 1n/lees , are no-wile rightlie reckoned 
to countertaite the 7ubilees of the Law. The ſecond & 
greatererrouris, that they make their reckoning from 
a wrong round, ro wit, fromthe Nativitie of Chriſt: 
wheras,ifany ſuch reckoning wereto be made,irſhuld 
be taken from the yeare of the ſuffring & death ofour 
SaviourChriſt, tothe which, Denzelreckoneth his Sab-. 
baticall yeares. For thereby Chriſt accompliſhed the 
true 4#b:lee, puttingende roall the preceeding figuray 
tive ubilers,8& purchaſing vnto the faithful ful libertic 
and remiſſion,from the Spirituall debt of finne,which 
was fignified by the freedomeand libertie, praunted 
by the /ubilees ot the Lawe, And the Popes pretend to 
doe the like, by their blaſphcmous indulgences and' 
Pardones; which is the thirde and worſt errour of all: 
Sothar others. mightbe borne with, if this followed 
not. Bur when theſubſtance, the Satanicall invention, 
and, falſe ground, wherevpon theſe lebileevare ſer vp, 
is truly conſiddered: There isno-well inſtructed Chri- 
ſtian hart, but muſtneedes abhorre the impieticand a- 
bulcthereofs And fiſt et vs make a conference be- 
tweene theſe & the olde 1ubilees of the Tewes. The yeat 
of /ubilee of the lewes , was called the yeare of remil- 
ſion, becaule in ir, all debtes were remitted , andthe 


Laudes that were {olde; returned to their former oOwW- 
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nes. Theſe thinges had the expreſſe commandement 
of God tor their warrant, The Papiſticall /»b//ees haue 
no ground of the word oi God, but haue bene latclic 
invented, but 300. ycarcs agoc; by PopeBoniracs 


the 8.a man of extreame arrogancie and crueltie , as a 
$5 ryympbe of his pride, when the Popedome was at the 
highrotryrannic. This was alſo he,that ſerout the Sexe - 

 booke of Decretales of the Cannon law:andas is teſtify - 

edin his lite regiſtratein the ſame booke, he obtayned 


the Papacie, by wicked deceit and circumvention of 
one Cx1rxtsrinsalimpleman. Thepretence of this 
Box1xacz,in the firſt inſtitution of his Iwbilee,was yn- 
der colour to diſpenſe his Pardones; but indeede,to 


- make manie people reſort to Reme,& Princes & Great 
- men,to adorethe beaſt, and kifle his iithy feere. For 


it isreparted inthe Hiſtorie, that there were gathered 


thereby vnto Rome, [ſuch amultitude of people, that 


hardly might men paſſe through rhe Cittic,and ruipes 
thereof, albcit being moſt large. The 7ubzlees alſo in the 
policic ofthe people of Ifrzel,wereinſtitut for weigh- 


tiecaules,and fora great benefite ; For beſides that, 


they figured our Spiritvalllibertie, which we have by 
Chriſt, and were an inſtigation tothe people more di- 
ligently to SanQifie their Sabbathes; by them alſo the 
feldes and poſſeſſiones of everie man , were reſerved 
to their heires: The Iicencious libertie of prodigallſel- 
lers, and the ayarice of greedie buyars was reſtrayned, 
becauſe they behooved to reſtorethat which they had 
bought, atthe yearc of /udj/ce. The Papiſtical /abilees,to 


tne contraricare inſtitute,for no good cauſe, bur ſupers 


ſtitiouſlic,to maintaine the pride and avarice ot the in- 
ſatiable Courte, and corrupt Church of Rome, and to 
cauſe men exhauſt and waſt their fubſtance,who vaine 


ly maklong voyages to 8am to ſeethatIdole the Pope: 
D KS and 
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falſe hope of remiſſion, by his Indulgences, albeit they - 


never learne to mortific the {infull Juſtes of the fieth, 
that they may line alicenceous life, without control. 
ment: Andſocver toproccede from worſe to worle, 
For as the profane Poer ſayeth , Omnes liceatia deterio- 
res ſums; Ovyer-greatlibertic and licence,maketh vs all 
ro become worle and worſe. Now where ſome of his 
Sophilſtes ſaye,that theſe are onely Canonicall paines 


inflited by-men,that hetemitteth by his Indulgences: 
His owne Canons reſtifie the contrary, which ſpeake 


generally of the remiſſion of all ſinnes; and temporall 
paines or puniſhments due for ſinne: Ex plenttudine por 
teſtats, that's, fulnes of power, which the Pope pre» 
ſumpteouſly arrogateth to himſelfe. And ſuppoſing 
theſe Indulgences were extended onely to Canonical 
paines, or fatisfactions appeynted by men, what ab- 
{urditic is it,to graunt the ſame fully and indifferently 
to all perſongs, by him who neverknew the perfones, 
forthe moſt part to whom they are ound] nor the 


qualities oftheir offences, nor the quantitic or cauſes 


oftheir InjunRions,les nor more,to whom he pretede 
alwaics falſely to giue full remiſſion : neither ſuMſerh 
itto ſay, the Papale indulgences are given to none but 
tothem that are truely penitent,and confeffe their.fins. 
Forby thatargument, the ſame might bene given to 
Tades thettayrour, of whom our Saviour ſayeth, 17 hed 


bene good for him he had newer bene borne. For it cannot 
bedenyedbut he was truly penitent,and made publick: 


confeſſion of his finne: Yea, and more over,made Pa- 
piſticalf atisfaftion therefore; returningagazhetthe mo- 


ney which he had wronecouflie rec eived, And forthe. 


more ſure declararion of his repenrance, hee finally 
hanged himſelte: Bur becauſc hehad no grace torurne 


to Godby true faith, to ſcek mercie,and firmly belecue | 
ln , PROT. | 
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- toobtaincirfor Chriſt his ſake: His repentance ayailed 
\nor. Like as there will be many other deſperares, that 
 wilcepcnt & confeſſetheir taultes, but haueno grace 

to feck mercieat Gods hand, who hath only power to 
 giuc it,with true fayth to obtaine the ſame. Betides all 
, this, there isa greater impictie (1f greater may be) in 

\ theſe Antichriſtian Indulgences, wherei>y this man of 
py | ſinnepretenderh,ro take away all correftionsfor finne, 

i | notonely inthe name of Chriſt.and by his blood (the 

op { 16. | Which, 2s 102nteftificth, pargeth vs fromall (innc) but 
. | alſo inthe name and merites of Peter, Pale, 4nd other 
| Martyrsand Saintes; For fo ſpeaketh his Canon lawe: 

\ Thartothe heape of the Theſaurie of Chriſtes Dloud, 

- | themeritesofthe bleſſed Virgine,cAarie,and of all the 

WE a ' ele: from thefirſtjuſt man, to the laſt,areknowen to 

|  beſorei- be valiable. And whatcan be ſpoken togreater deroga- 

TK | tyjon, of theprecious bloud & merites of Icſus Chriſt, 

To thentamingle therewith, | the blood and merites of 
creatures,& ſinful perſons, (For the moſt iuſt man falleth 

\ ſeven times a aay,as the Plalmiſt reſtifieth ) aſcribing a 

| partof ourſalvation, to them who had no remiſſion of 
their ownefinnes, but by the bloud of Chriſt onelic: 
Whereto ſhould1 further infift, in refelling theſe and 

=W the like blaſphemiesagainſt the croce of Chriſt, which 

nl | beknowen well ynqugh, toa!lthemthathaueecaresro 

EP +. \ hearetherrue preaching of his Loſpell : Secing the _ 

{EM Popes officiaresthemſelucs, who make vente of his 
| . Pardones at Rome, and make their gaines in ſheepe- 
| skinnes,and peeces of plombe appendedthereto.taunt 

and mocketherecciyersof them hold ng them for ve- 

ricfooles, asthey areindeed . For who is indued with 

natural indgement, that ſeerh nor, char theſe counter- 

faited Indulgences, ferneftor no orher thing, bur to 

 mocke anddeceiuethe peaple,tomakemarchandiſe of 

"3419 "EM their 
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their fonles, & to bring in money tothole citlokni 


pyke-purlexgelled intheirlaw, Luforesndulgentis ©. Qu 


rum,thatis, 
gences, W hat madde ſtupidity & fooliſhnes is it then, 
in this cleare light of Chriſts Goſpel,to men-to hazard 
theinſelucs with great daungers,lofle af time, and ex- 
penſcs, to raike to Rome,cither to bchold,or tobe par- 
ticipant of theſe vnworthy wares: For itthey doit of 
blinde zeale, beleeving them to be of any availe, they 
are miſcrably deceived,tothe great hurt of their ſoules 
healch. And it they do ir onely of curiolity, to ſeeſuch 
things as they never ſaw before, they therein declare 
the lightnefle and vaine tran portation oftheir minds, 
nor being ſefled in the true knowledge and feare of 
God.For asthe common Proverhefaycth,there is nei- 
ther man norhorſe, that vſcth to be (409 of the paſ- 
fingto Rome: And ſois ſceneindeede of many of them 
that rerurne from thence. 


[i 


/T 12D PROPOSITION, 


That thelubi lee of the Papiflicall Romaniftes neither doth 
rieh:ly counterfaiſe the lewes , neither the ſecular yeares 
of the auntrent Romanes. And of of drverſe manners of 
reckoning. the ages of the Worlde, and of mens likes: And 

(Warreciong by bundrethr gue are now inthe fiftie ſixe 

os. ' | 

A The bapall religion inmanie things is patched [is 

and made vp, partly of the old rites and ceremo- 
nies ofthe Tewes, and partely ofthe ſuperſtition of the | 

Gentiles,ſo counterfaitc they by imitation, ſometime 

the one, and ſometime the other;and when theylacke 

theone, ,theyrakethe other for their ground, So its 
concerning their 1«bilees, whereof I haue bene hither- | 
tol ſpeakiogihad hauec proven ——_ that their imita- | 


t10n 


Zolle&ours of the money oftheſe Indul- <= wgg 
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tionin times , is'not according to the inſtitution of 
| Gods lawe, promulgate by|CMoyſes. Nowethen they 
being putfrom that grounde, mayalleadge, that they 
| havingnonecellitiero obſerue Moyſes law inal poynts, 
| haue appoyntedrhe/abilees,after imitation of their an- 
cicat Romanes (whole degenerate poltcrnitiethey are)to 
wit, thatasthey had their ſtages or playes, which they 
call their ſeculare ſolemnities , cvery hundreth yearc, 
once it memoryofrhe antiquitic of their cirtie; where 
in it was proclaymed, by foundeof Trumpet, that the 
people of Rome,thould ſee ſuch pompes and guiles,as 
no man that was then living, ever fawe before, neither 
ſhould ſee thereafter. So Pope Boxrerac the cight, 
did inſtitute his 1#6:/tes, tobe holden every hundreth 
yeare, with ſolemne Proclamation of his Pardones. 
Now graunting this to be true,as their ground is vaine 
and profanc, ſo whatſoeyeris builded thereupon: And 
. yerlet vs ſce how happelyand circumſpeRlytheſcRo- 
__ maniſtes imitate the auncient Remares : {ſuppoſing that 
they celebrate their ſecularſolemnities, at the preciſe 
. <ndand preriode of every hundfeth yeare , This their 
'ground'({lay) isfalſe: For itwasthe ſpace of an hun- 

drethand ten yearcs;betweene every one of rhe ſecu- 
lareſolemnities,according to the old inſtttution,there- 
of, which 110; yeares were compoſed, of twenty two 
oftheir Luſſrs, wherein'they did Juſtrateand muſter 
theirpeople: every Luſirum conteining the ſpace of 
fue years, which being 22.make cleventimes ten year: 
Wiereof Horace the Poct,bearethwitneſſe in his ſong 
or ode intiruled Carmen ſeculare, in theſe yerlſes: 

Certus undenosdecies per annos, 

Orbjs vt cantitreferatgue ludes, The ſenſei; 

Thatcertainecirculaiy ſpace, ++ 
Icatumes elleyen yeazes inarace, 
 -* | | Muſt 
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Muſt bring againe the ſongs and Playes, | 
At Ronie of ſecularyeares and dayes. | 


So the Papiſtical! Romaniſtes, arc wrong wreſted” 
in their reckoning in thisalſo, Now itis tructh,. tharal- 
beit this ſecuiar Pertode of time, conteining the cir- 
© culare courſe of an hundreth years, was moſt diligent- 
lie obſerved by the R ommanes,for diverſe cauſes. Yerwe 
notwithſtanding, for thecommon reckoning of an 
age, tnay well rake the preciſe number of an hundreth. 
yeares: Becaule/it is commonly the longeſt coviſe of 
mans life in our dayes. And becauſe Iam entredin to 
inake mention 6f ages, I thinke it good, to diſcourſe a 
little vpon theapges of the World,and likewile of mens 
lines. And to declare how many manner of waies the 
ſame are taken: and of the diverſe reckoning thereof. 
For the which we bave to vnderſtand, that as al things 
in this viſible jyorld, hauc a certaine age and continu-. 
ance of time,ſ6 the Worlde it ſelfe hath the owne age: 

which being taken generally, ſignifyeth, the whole 
ſpace ofthe durance and continuance thereof. Other-: 
wiſe theage ofthe Worlde, betokeneth the decaying | 
artethereof;/as the ecld orageofa man, is called the 
{orb parte of hislife. And indeed it may well be ſaide 
now,that we vecometo the decaying parte, andlatter 
age ofthe W 


orld.” For(as the Apoſtle fayeth) Weart', cor. 


they pon whom the ends of the Worldare come. And inan 1.Tim. 4 


other place,heecalleth theſe our dayes, the latter times, 
Now theageof the Worlde,taken in the former gene- 
rall ſignification,!s divided againe in diverſe particular 
ages,and that by ſundrie mannersofreckoning: For 
ſome diſtribute:rhe whole ages of the World in three 
partes: aſcribing to everieage 2000. yeares : Which 
- commcthof that commonopinion,holden of manie, 
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b andrecited, for the ſaying of the houſe of Elias (not 
. thatgreat Prophet Elias, but a certaine Ravsiy ot the 
 Tewesſo named) that the World ſhould ſtande 6000, 
_ years,and thereafter ſhould|be diffolved.Ot the which | 

they count,2000,yearc betore the law (called the voyd 
time)2000.,ynder thelaw,&2000.ynder Chriſt, which 
ſhalbeſhorrned, for the ſinnes of the world,which arc 
many. "There be divers learned and godly fathers of 

this opinion: ſuppoſing,that as the worlde , with all 
thingstherein conteined, was created in {ixe dayes, fo 

the ſame ſhould endure 6090. years, taking each thou- 

ſand yearefor a day, as it is taken in the ſecond Epiſtle 

7. of Peter, where he Gveth.T hat one day before the Lorde,is 
WP; a4 ver we Yeares,and a thouſand yeares 43 one day : And 
amongſt others, Auguſtine writing of theſc ages,& divi- 
ding themin fix,reckoneththe firſt age to be fro Adam, 
ta Noah: The a.from Noahto Abraham: The 3_ from 
Abrahams to David: Thea. from David tothe captivity 
of Babilon: The fifth, from the captivitic to Chriſt: The 
fixt andlaſt,vnder the Kingdome of Chriſt, vnto the 

endofthe World. Burt this diviſion not to be equall, it 
may beevident, by the ſupputation of yeares, contei- 
ned in the firſt propoſition, and namely,ofthelaſtage 

vnder Chriſt, which now hath already indurcd {ixtcen 
bundreth yeares; andit js not certaine how long the 
ſame ſhall yet further continue. Albeit by all probable 
conjeRures, the world now appeareth to draw neare 
an end. Alwaies, Ithinke \itnot altogetberto berefu- 
| ſed,thatisalleaged of the Iewes,of this their Doctor B. 
(;as, who-ſo-ever hee was, Foritlacketh nota reaſon, 
counting 2000.years before thelaw. Forindeed, from. 

the beginning vato_Abrabam,with whomthe firſt co- 

yenant was made.ahnd to whomthe Law of circumcifi- 
on was given,wee finde to be about the ſpace of 2000. . 
years: 
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yeares. And likewiſe vnder the law to Chrift, abou 


tO 


ther 2000.yeares; And now they lack but452.ycaresof © 


' thela{t z000.ynder Chriſt, Therefore this authority 


being brought forth by the Iewes themſclues, makerh 
much againitrhem,who will not yet acknowledge the. 


true Meſſias: ſeeing they have wayted in vaine foran 


other Chriſt;abour lixteen hiidreth years, abouethcir. 
ownereckoning; Others there be,thatdiſtribute the a-/ 
ves ot the world' in toure, according to the nature of 


tout kindes of mettailes. The firſtthey callthe golden 
age,or Golden world, which was the molt auncient & 
beſt of all, likeas.Gold is the chicfeamongſt metralles. 
'Theſecond,is next beſt, the filyer age: Thethird, the 


age of brafſe,and the fourthyron, declyningay, from 
berter to worle,as the world doth indeed. Oi this di- 
viſion ofages, [the Pocts oftentimes make mention; 
And he originall thereof, appeareth wellto haucbene 


taken fromthe Prophecieof Daziel,whoin exponing 
the dreame of Nebuchadneizar, ſpeaketh of that greate 
Image,reprcſenting the toure chiefe Monarchies of 


offilver, figuring the Monatchie of the Medes and Per- 


ftens:the wombe and ſides being of Brafle, betokeneth - 


the eHecedonian Monarchie, obtayned by great 4lex- 
ander:The legges of Yron, and feete partely of Yron, 
 partely ofclay; thatof theRomanesor che feete, as0- 


the worlde, whereof the head was of Gold, fignifying. 
the Kingdomeof the Baz r 1 omnians: Thearmes. 


thersinterprete the Kingdome of the Greekes, begun | 


by Selexcus, which being ſtrong as yron,and noyſome- | 


againſt the people of God,becoine thercafter,minoled | 


withclay, declyping to weaknefſe andbeing bryckle 


rvſe,wholy after deftiudtion of a!] rhoſe Kinedomes, : 


, : X * | » i. . | 
{ball caduce tor ever, asat more lengrhs is ſpeciiiced in 
1 >| 153 | that” 


. the world by thouſands 


 fromthebirth af Noah, 
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\that prophecie. VVho would know more 6t the foure 


ag3s,repreſentedby theſe fgure meralles,miy readea- 
boundaatly in Heſrodwsand gthers Poets, Others count 


theages of the V Vorld b ſea vens, after the number 


afſcaven Planets, having a certaine periode and revo- 
_ Jationamongf: chemſcln 
' More in an other place. 


, whereot wee are to fſpeake 
here bee others alſo that di-. 
ſtinguiſhethe ages ot the worlde, by the ages of men, 


 Andlundry others vle diverſe other diftributiones of 


theages and times of the warlde, whereupon I wil nat 


| now infilt. Alwaies I thi krbemoſt facill & common 


diviſion of the ages of the worlde, is by thouſandes, 

counting in the whole ſex,according to the analogy of 
the ſex dayes of creation; For to count bythe liucs 8 
ages of men,hath rather a peculiarreſpect to the geac- 
rationes of men, then tothe time ofthe continuance 
of the world. So it ok proper to count the ages of 


becauſe ofthe long continu- 
ance thereof, in reſpe there was never no man thatli- 


ved outcompleitly athouſandyears. But this divifis of 


theages of the worlde by thouſandes, would appeare 


more proper , ifitwere made by equal! diviſion of 
| thouſandes, oratthelcaſte, approching neate toan c- 


qualitie, then as itis commonly parted by greate inc- 


_ qualitic,as was em eegþ outof _Anzuſtine, There 


fore it may be divided after thismaner: The firſt thou- 


| ſandyeare, countedfrom the creation,to Noh albeit 


itconteineth $6.yeares more . The ſecond millenarie, 
the calling of Abraham albeit 
there be twenty three m re. The third milenary,from 
Abrabem hiscalling, vp the building oftheTemple 
by folomen,albcit they be 67. yeares lefſe. The fourth 
millenarie, from the Temple buildingto Chriſt albeit 
there be fiftierwo years w e. The fitt millenarie,from 
friſt hi nativitic extqpdenh it ſel ro his 1052. year. bur 
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| butTreckon the ſame ro the 1000. yeares, whenthe 
Antichriſtian Papale kingdome, did vtter theſelfe in 
the perſon of SYiLv»s7Ex theſecond, who by art Ma- 
gick,and Civelrie,made himſelt tro be promoted Pope 
The Image of the Romainc Empire, being tranſlated 
alittle before, by 0:hothe Third , ynto the Germanes. 
The fixtmillenary , whereinto now.we are, ſhal take 
end, when God pleaſerh,if fo be the worlde ſhall con- 
tinuero the endihercof. The ages of the worldbcing 
thus raken vp by thouſands, wee may call the firſt age, 
Theold age, or the Golden,becauſc in-it the worlde. 
was governed in tnnocencie,. inreſpeR of the ages. 
following,vndetSaturre,asthe Pocts recorde. And it. 
we giuc creditetothe Aſtrologes , Satwrse is the Pla- 
nete of quietnefſe and peace: But this age had theende. 
or the evening. thereof declining to darkneſſe, when 
theſcedeofthe godly,mingled themſclue withthe vn- 
godly,and al kindeof wickednefle begouth ro abound 
before the loud; The ſecond age ormillenarie,may be 
called the renewed ageofthe world, and the ppericall 
filverage, worſe thenthe firſt, but better then others 
that followed, wherein, after the deſtruCtion of man- 
kinde, by that fearefull loud, the world was renewed 
andinhabite againe by Neah,and his ſonnes; and fuc- 
ceſhon,vnder the benevolent Planere 7upiter; but the 
ſame turncd toa greate darknefſe inthe ende or eve* 
ningthereof, whct-the whole poſterity of Noah, for 
themoſt parre,gdeclyned to Tdolatrie, Nembroth be- 
gouth to vſurpe dominion over others, and to be the 
founder of the firſt tyranny inthe worlde. The thirde 
millenarie or age, may bexearmed the age of the Law, 
' or. poetically, the brafen age: Becauſe init God ſepe- 
rated Abraham from the Idolaters, and gave to him 
and his poſterity , his Oracles, and a written Lawez 
| =  Fehere-- 
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whereby they ſhould knowe howe to ſerue him, and 
write his a AEDION dertin Tables ot ſtone, hard as 
'. brafſe; todeclare wi yo 6 now ot the pcople of thoſe 
_dayes. The fourth ageor mullenary, we may calltheage 
of the foure Monarchies, and the Pocrticall-yron age, 
becauſe in it wereal the foure Monarchics,fuccceding 
_ one after an other. And then Martiall armour madc of 
- yron, troubled the whole world,& ſubducdit tothoſe 
impotent dominators . | The fitt millenarie or age, we 
call rhe age of Chriſt, and the rerurning of the golden , 
world againe. Forin itnatonely cxternall,pcacc was 
reſtored to the world,vnder TAngzuſins Ceſar, but alſo 
peace from heaven, to|the conſcience and ſoules of 
menzas the Angels in the Nativiry of Chriſt did de- 
clace: Whereof, Ywgile the Poet alſo maketh mention, 
inciting the Oracles ot|Siby{ls, (which he vnderſtan+ 
deth'not)in his foure Eclogue. The f1xt andlaſt age, we 
 maycalltheage of Antichriſt and his kingdome. For 
initboth, Gog and Mage is hid andopen Antichriſti- 
an encmie,to witte, the Pope,and MHahorret, with their 
wicked lawes , chiefely haue troubled the worlde, and 
eraeprofeſſorsof heiſt, his truc religion:But becauſe 
theſeare kingdomes of darkneſſe,and not of lighr,after 
the Jarkneſſe thereof. God in hismerciebath made the 
| light of his Goſpel, as the Morning ſtartoſhine in our 
hearrs ,by whichthis darknefſe is expelled. Butthe vn- 
beleevers hearts are more and more darckned, till che 
juſtjudge ſhall come and put anend to all darkneſſe, 
whoſe comming webeſeechthe Lorde, inhis grcate 
mercieto haſten. Ast9 mſiſt loager vppon theſe ages, 
ofthe world, or the allegorical analogie thereof, with 
the ſixedayssof Creation: I think it not expedientr,let 
them rhardelite therein, reade others, that haue di- 
ſcourſedthervpan. This much then for the ages ofthe 
Ph world. 
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world:As tothe ages of mens lines,theyareal{o diver | | 
ly reckoned. For ſome there be thar take the fourth pare 
of an hundreth yeare, which is, twenty five yeares on- 
ly fora mans 2ge; and tome take rhirtie, becauſe man 
of thatage,isable to become a father: And they referre 
| that which Hamerthe Poet ſpeaketh , of the age of Nev Oy 3. 

_ for, that he attayncdtothree ages, tobe vnderſioodof *| | 
thriſethirtic yeares. But the Poct Ovid, vnderftanderh | | 
that place of Homer otherwiſe, towitt, of three hun- 
dreth yeares: ſaying in the perſon of Neſtor, . YIX1 | | 
| 1CAmmosbu centur, nuncteriia vinituratas,  — Meme. 

Two huhdreth yeares Thaveover-paſt,, ' 

Nowtherhirdage my life dothlaſt {© || - 
- As indeed it is moſt probable,to haue bene ſo ment 2 
by Hemer.Forin thoſe dayes it was no tarething toſce | | 
men liuethriſe thirtic yeares . Others they be,that di-. 
Aribure the ages according to mens life-rimes, by ſea» | NE 
yens; bur after divers manners. Forin the 90, P{2z}me, | | 
whereof the title isafcribedto cAz#9/es, the common | | 
age of mans life'is counted to be ten-rimesfeaven,that 
is, ſeaventy yeares.And the cauſe why the ages be rec- 
koned by ſeavens, is, by reaſon that ſeavenisa perfite | 
number, whereof harh bene ſpoken largely of before: *|- 
And commonly, every ſeaventh yeare, ſome notablc 
change or accitlentfalleth out in mans life: And name- © 
 Iy,atthe age of nine-rimes feaven, which make, three- 
{core three yeares, called the ClzmadFerick yeare,which 
many counte for a fatall yearc, and tearmeof mans life 
in our daycs.Others (as Hifpocrates)count ſeaven-times 
ſeaven yeares,for a mans age, which makerh 49. yeares, 
conforme ro the Inbilee of theTewes. Yet notvichſtan- 
ding,theſc other reckonings, if we ſhall comparethe+ | | 
apes ofthe wdidwidsthelongeſ age ofmans life,the / | 
moſt perfite and convenient reckoning,is to counte ; | 


— 


b ; 

y | 
" > | 
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Genel. 15. 


' Homer, concertiing Ne 
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by hundreths: afcribing 100 yeareinafulland perfite 
numbertocvery age; tor thatisthe fartheſtrearme of 
manslife,that we cannow reckon to. Albcita tew men 
in ſome cuatries liuelgnger : Andit appearcth wellto 
be {o taken inthe Scriprure. For (as itis written in Ge- 
neſes) when God (hewed vato Abraham by Orackle, 

 T hat bis ſeede hould by « ſtranger in 4 Land that was not 
their awne: The tpace'of four hundrech yeares thereat- | 
ter,he exponeth itof fqure Generationes,ſaying, the 


fourth Geneneration they ſhall returnethither againe: where 


he taketh foure generationes,for foure ages. The ſame 
may be approoven , by that which was cited our of 
2r.So holding vs at this divili- 
ON of a ages by hundrer s,there will be from the begin- 
ning of the World of choſe agcs,now copleetly paſſed 
by ourreckoning,betore this 1600. yeare of Chriſt, fif- 
tic hundreth yeares,which make 55. ages: And weare 


\ nowinthe56. age, andat the 48. yeare thereof: which 


may well be called, mage of the decaying and fading 
worlde;not onely becauſe it appeareth to approche 
neere vnto the worlds'cnd,bur alſo by reaſon greater 
mutat105,& alteratids arc likely to fal out therein, both 


intheviſible heavens, the earch, & other elements;then 


in otherages before: whereof I intend to ſpeake more 
largely afterward. But to increat of particular accidents 
tharfel out inthe former ages, it panayneynt ro Amore 


large diſcourſe. 
Fovkral ProPoSst T1 00% 


T hat in our time , the ſignes and revolutions of the heauty, 
are changed od remoaved from the olde accuſtomed pla- 
Cer: MH ad therefore thewulgar Prognoſticatore, arcin an 
error; And df the way to reforme the ſame. 


I L lkeas Ihaue eravelled heretofore, by Sabbaricall 


"reckoning: to dedu ace & finde out the perfite count. 
of: 
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ofthe yeares of the world how lone ithath contre d | 
yarothis inſtant 1600.yeareot Chriſt: And ther&-with. | - 
to diſcoyer the erroneous reckoning of the Papitticall . 
Inbilees, and: their impicriry: 50 now "might I enter into | 
an other kinde of reckonine; which is called Aſtrono- | 
micall,gatheredby liecoacte and revolutiones of the | 
Heavenzthe Sunne,the Moone,and the Starrcs: For as | 


the Sabbaticall reckoning, ( whereof Ihaueſpoken) 


hath the grounde out of the Scriptures, and wordeof | 
God;Sothis Aftronomicall count,hath allo the origie' 
nalourofthe ſame. Andasthereckoning of Sabbathes | - 


and Sabbaticall yeares,beginneth atthe ſeavench daye 


of creation, when God reſted from all his workes; ſo | 
this Aſtronomical calculation;bath the beginning, tro 
the 4.day of creation , when as God made thoſe hea- 
venky lighes,and placed them inthe lyft of heaven:not. 
only farthat caufe, that they ſhould ſhine & glue light. 
vpon thecarth, : ſeparating the day from the night: but þ 
alfoto befor fig ignes and for ſeaſons of times;dayes,and | 
yeares:thatis, by their motions and revolutions,to di- | 
ſtiyguiſh times and ſcatons, and therewith, toſignific 
certaine effects following, vpon their courſes and mo- | 
tions:Sothatthereby,we may learnethe difference of | | 
times, and make diſtinQion of the partes thereof:as of = 
 yeares,monethes,dayes,and of all {caſons and appoin- | 


reddiertes : \Withoutthe knowledge and reckoning 


whereof, thereiſhould be nothing but extreame con- | 
fuſion, in al{ the ations of men. For neither could the | | 
memory of things,by-paſt be kept, norreſpe& had of || 


things to come,nor theprogreſſe of time be numbred, 
without the ſame were definedand meaſured, by the 
motion of theſe heauenly bodies, and namely, of the 
Sunneand Moone. For the Sunne;by his moſt cquall 
andlmplc moſon; is 25a moſt perfite rulcto Vs,tOap- | 


2 poynt | 
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poyntand meaſure the yearesand {caſons thereof: The 


Moone alfo.by herſhbrte motion, | to meaſure and di- 


_ | ſtinguiſh the Monethes of the yeares : So thereis no 
| more perfice way tomeaſurethe yeares of:the-World, 
then by the courle ofthe/Sunne, the Moone, andthe 


Starres, which everie one baue their juſte periodes of 


"time, within the which,they compleit their courſes,& 


revoluriones,the which,albeit they appeare ſomerune 
vnequall rovs thardweHlon/the carth, yet they are moſt 
equall & conſtant in chem ſelues.' But becauſe I think 


 Thaue provyen ſufficiently already, both by Sabbati- 
_ call and by Hiſtoricall reckoning ,the juſt count of the 
 yeares of the Worldro our dayes:I thinkeit not neceſ. 
 ſarieinthis ſhort Treatiſc;ro ſet downe the Aſtronomi- 

_ callreckoning : al-be+it it would ratific and confirme. 
- ourformer count. For it ſhould be both long-ſome 8& 
| tedious to them that are notwell groundedin Afﬀtro- 


nomie:and peradventure , bver difficill to be taken vp. 


Therefore Irefer the ſame to a moreample worke : In 
the mcanetime, by reaſon 0f the greaterrour Tice fall 


| farth among the vulgare Prognoſticators, for wronge: 
_, takingvpoftheir groundes, injudging the face of the 
| heaven, the weather , and otheraccidents and influen- 
_ cesthereof: Ilauethought good to diſcover their er- 
- rour, thatthey mayamend the ſame, and others beno- 
- further deccivedbythem-./ Bur firſt I would informe 


themto amendtheirerrour alfo,that deny the heaven- 


| Iyinfiuences tobeeffecual, becauſe the predictions of 


ſachas commonly ſet outthe vulgare Prognoſtications 


oft-rimes,take not effet: I ſay,theſe men declarethenr 


ſeluesvery ignorant in naturall Philoſophie, and are 


_ convitby experience andenſample of ſuch things, as - 
_ dailyfalout,by vertue of the heavenly influences. Yea, | 


by the Scripture irfclf, Namely in 106, wherethe Lord 


q 


himſelfe haketh(h mention ofthe albictaturlce | of job.1. . 
Pleiades, which is the plealant {pring-time of the year, | | | 
whenthe Sunnecommethro tholeſtarres.Fortheſe in» | | 
fluences, not onely make the carth to fruQific, burallo || 
workea great varictic inthe ſeaſons of the year: {o that 

they arc notlike one toan-other, nor to themſelues e- 

very yeare in many thinges. Andmany evidentſignes\ | 
are founde in the motiones,configurations, andinter- | | 
changeings ofthe cowſes of the heavenlylight, where 
by miet;whoare expert indivine ſcience of Aſtrology, . 
may gatherand conjceture,many:things to fall out,not 
onely intheaire, butalſo inthe naturall inclination of 
carthly creatures, For, for that cauſe, theeternall God 
——_— them inthe beginning, notonely to ſhine | 
and: ewlightvnto the world,but alſo to befor (i Ignes Fay 
of things to come: asit st:Rified in Genefis.So thatby @._ |. | | 
the great provider ce of God, three excellent benefites | | 

are communicates tomen, by theſe heavenly bodies: | 
Theoneis,toſhine andgiue light vnto the Earth: The | 
ſeconde,to diſtinguith times, dayes; andyeares: The 

third, to forewarne men of many things profirable for” 

thislife; not that wee ſhould thinkethat all things can 

be fore-toldthereby, or that the ſtarres haue force to 

mooue the minds and willes of men;as it were by con- 

- ftraint,to this orthar. For this ſcience, hath certaine [i-. 

mittes and bourides,over the which it oughtnot tobe 

drawen. Foras the chiefe author i in this arte Pto/emee! 
himſelfe affirmerh,thatpartof Aftrologie,which is cal- 

led Indictar, exccedeth the weaknefle of mens appre- | 
henſfton, which rs 2ggreeableto that which God by his! | 

owne wordes objected vnto 706, inthe placebeforeci- 
ted,ſaying: K woweſt thou the ſtatutes of the heaven, canſ# 

thou (et downe theruling heed, inthe Barth 2 Andbe- 4 


tides this obſcure knowledge of the heavenly influen-, 
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ces,there are ſuperſticiqus obſervations vied by many 
| Intheartificial ſetting yp ofthe figure ofthe heaven,& 
_ applying the ſame withoutany lufhicient natural cauſe 
- or reaſon to every purpole, which 1 tor my parre, alto- 
 getherimprooue& codemne, and yet itfolloweth not 
hereof, that this divigeſcience ſhould be allutterly re- 
jected or conremned, | as many that be ignozant of it 
do. For by.it,many profitable thingsar knowen, which 
ſame forthe vtiliticot men edific, and namely, torin- 
ſtruciou of Phyſitiones, labourers of the. ground, Sea- 
faring-men, and othertravellers & obſcrvers of times, - 
to knowe and foreſee , the falling out of windes, 
tempeſt, and other accidents ofthe aire, and for relce- 
_ vingof infirmitics of mens bodies , by knowing the 
righttimes of applying medicines, according to the 
diſpoſitions of the complexions: and humours , over 
which, the Mooneis knowen by experience, to haue 
great dominion. For ifitbe granted(as we know itis) 
to certainefoules of the aireand beaſtes of the earth, 
to fore-know and feele themutartiones of theaire, and 
rempeltes to come, how ſhould wealtogerher denic- 
fore-knowledgs to be grauntedto men, to conjecture 
of theſe accidents, having reaſorf, judgement, and ex- 
perience tolead them/thereto? not as to come by ab- 
ſolute neceſſitie(for Godis abouec all ſecond cauſes, & 
may ſtay them when he pleaſeth) but by probab!crea- 
ſones andappearance.And yet, Tconfeſſc,that mcn of 
noevill inclination, are mooved to hauethoſe Aﬀtro- 
nomicall prediQianevin greater contempt, becauſe of 
_ theerrour and ignoranceof many profeſſores of this 
 ſcience,.andnamely, of ſuch as fetfoorththe vulgare 
Prognoſtications, that are yearely to be ſoldabroade. 
For whenthe comman ſorteof men ſee, thatthe acci- 
dents fore-tolde by them, as namely, concerning the 
| muta» 
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mutationes ofthe aire,fall not out according to the | 
judgement of ſuch Prognoſticators, they ſuppoſe the 
fault, which is inthe ignorance and evill-traking vp of 
the men, tobeinthe icience itſelfe: as though there 
wereno probablecerraintic in Aſtronomical prediQi- 
ones. Butasitfolloweth not,itan ignorant Phyſition, | 
killa man, when he profeſſed to heale him, thatthere- _ 
toreno man ſhould vie medicine, ſo the vnskiltulneſſe 
of che profeſſor izno good cauſe to derogate authori- 
tic to this divineſcience: if it be lawfullic viedand re- 
tcined within the right boundes. Now becauſe T per- 
cciue one of thechicte cauſcs , of the errour of thoſe : 
com6 Prognoſticators to be,tharthey rake not rightly 
vp the grounds of their c6jeRures, but foHlow the old 


rules of the Chalaeans, Arabians,and others auncient 


authors inthatſcience, which ſeruenotforour dayes. 
andrtime.Forthe doctrine of the fignes and houſes of 
theheauens, and placing ofthe Planets thereimto,with 

their triplicities &mutuall qualities, in their applicati- 

- ones,and joyning with the fixt ſtarres, which ſerved: 
© for the former ages;cannot now ſerue,nor be ſufficient 
to ground ſolide conjectures vpon, for they arealtered 
and changed. For the which,it is to be vnderſtood, that 
theauncient out-ſerters of this ſcience, who divided 

the whole arche of the-Zograke in twelue equall parts, 

andinto twelue fignes: For that time, confiddered the 
qualities of every ligne, depending vpon the nature & 
qualities of the ſixt ftarres,that were tn ſuch a ſipne;fo 
that when any ofthe Planers, cometo the ſtars, orhad 
aſpeR thereto,they cauſed thealteration of the airc,ac- 
cording to their naturallqualities,and other accidents 
ra fall out, beg inhingatthe ſrgne of Arzes, and fo coun* 
tingconſeque ntlyfromthe Spring-time, 4 Fquinectre 
wo throughout the reſt of theſignes : Ar which mw 
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the entring of the Sun,jn the &equinofliallpoynt, was 
in the beginning of the ſigne of C1775, of the-cight 


ſphere, ornot farre.diſtantfrom the firſt ſtarre of that 


figne, whichthey peradventure thought tobce vn- 
changeable: Butby proceſſcoftime andexpericnce, 
itis fqund,thatthe Hegummedial poyntis moveable, flir- 
ting,andremooving back-wards,contrary the order ot 
the tignes, and the fixed ſtarres that were in the figne 
of Aries remooued forwarde. In lo farre,thatfrom the 
firſt obſervation ofthe heauenly motions, when the 
beginning oftheſigne of Ares, aggreed in poſition & 
fituatio,with the firſt tar of that ſigne in the 8.ſpheare, 
vnto our dayes, colnting inthe midde-morion of rhe 
AEquinedial, to witte,to this 1600.yeare of Chriſt, the 
fixed ſtarres of the figne af Aries, that were ſome time 
in the beginning thereof, at the Acquinodialpoynt,arg 
now diſtant-more then twenty ſeaven degrecs,and fif- 
recac minutes from that þo ynr forc-warde: orrather, 


the Aequinodialpoyntis flipped backe from'them, and 
_preventeththeir courſe inthe motion of the heavens. 


And ſo theſtars that werein the ſigne of A4rzes of olde; 
are now(counting from the Aequrzodial point)for the 
moſt part.in theſigne of Tawms,& they of the ligne of 
T aur in Gemini; and ſoconfequently of the reſte: 
Notwithſtandingof this difference, the common ſer- 
ters out of Prognoſtications, andalſo the Mediciners, 


ingiuing of their medicine, mak: their counte after the 


oldemaner, as the ſignes were woont to be reckoned, 
nearerta the poyntof the Vernall eAeqnine7ial:where 
yponfolloweth this errour,that thefſtgnes taking their 


nature and properties from thefixed ſtarres, and ha- 
_ ying now changed their place , render other influen- 


.cestotheairc andearth , then they did of before. So 


ahatchey which ſometime were hoat,are now become 


cold, 


- 
. 
" _ 
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colde, and they that were drye humide; and by the | 
contrary, cold,hote,and humide drie : And fo no cer- |. 
tainty can folow,to.khow the mutratiss of theaire,or o- 
ther accidets thereby:neither can the placing ofthTin 
thetwelue houſes of the heaven , after theold recko- 
ning, northe compting of theirtriplicitics or aſpedtes | 
by that calculation be right; and confequently,all that 
is builded therupon, by our common Prognofticators, | 
fallcth to the ground,and can haueno ſolidity: So that 
i: is no marycll, albcir they errein their prediQtions for. 
the moſt part. As fothe cauſe ofthe prevention of the | 
CAequinottial, and concerning the incquall variation 
thereof, becauſe it belongeth ro a more ſubtil & ample 
diſcourſe, for the preſent Tleaue it: Only tofpeak ſome. 
whar of the remediec of thiserrour in reckoning,which 
fallech outby not-taking-hecede tothe anticipation of 
the Aequizodtial poynts . In my opinion, I think there 
may be two waies to remeid the ſame: The one is,to 
reckon and calculate the ſignes,according to the cight 
ſphearcand fixed ſtarres being therein , as they were 
reckoned of old, & inthe daies of Ftolemee, not having 
reſpe& to the vernall cAequineial poynte: Albeit, in 
defcribingthe generall diſpoſition of the year, reſpet | 
may be bad thereto, and likewiſeto the reſte of the 
tropike poyntes. and fixed ſtarres beivg thercin for | 
the time, with the configurationes of the Planets, and 
the conjunRion or oppoſition of the Lights , being 
neareſt vntothe ſame. The other way is not far differ- 
er fr6 the former, that is, without reſpe& of the ſignes 
of theninth ſpheare, to begin to reckon at the twentie 
ſeuxen degree, fifty one mimytes of Arzes,as if ir were 
the firſt degree this preſent yeare,' andas the Moone 
Aitteth her Manſiones,frothe Zquinedial poynthere- 
afterto follow the degree of = Zadiahe, where ſhe: 
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b-gouth her firſt Manhon, andloto proceed witlithe 
1» eſt, andto counte bythe manſiones of the Moone, 
| LF aſctibingtocvery manſion, twelne degrees, fifty one 
Minutes,and thirtie ſecondes,as the maner1s through- 
outall the rwenty cight manſiones , whichis a verie 
ſure way.For certaincitis,thatthe affetionsand influ- 
1 encesthat low fromthe/Moone, eſpecially cocerning 
J- + +  thealterationsof theaire,are of greater forceand effect 
ik  _northoſe that come of other planets, by reaſon of her 
propinquitieto the carth. Asalſoin medicine, ſhee 
worketh greater effedts thenallthe reſt ofthe Planets, 
becauſe ſhe is predominantinall humide things, aſwel 


ll , _ inmensbodies, as inthe Sea and theaire: And (hee 
A: bringeth foorth her eftees, according to thequalities | 
W- _ of the fixed ſtarres thatare founde in every one of her 
Wl; manſiones;when ſhee is| joyned with them-;. And ſo 


commonly 'isthediſpolttion ofthe aire arthar preſent 
0 .,- time, vnlceſſe ſome other greate impediment ſtay the 
A - __ forcethereok: Therefore, having reſpeR tothe manſi. 
| ones of the Moone, aud theaſpetsand applications of 
other Planetsto her, and toher Manſiones, greatcon- 
jeturemay betakenofrhe wether thatisto fall our at 
any time, according totheſcaſon of the yeare. Moreo- 
ver, they that would Prognoſticate tightly ofthe wea« 
ther,ſhould hauemworereſpeRttothe Moone then all 
the reſt of the Planets, becauſe, as the Moone fertcth 
afterthe ficſt evidente appearing after every change 
(which is commonly the third, oxthe fourth daye) ſo 
jolloweth the courſeof that whole Moone: Therfore, 
confidderation would betaken , what diſpoſition the 
' Moone hath the thirdand fourth dayc,andthe fourth 
; & dzycſpecially, in wharmanfion\ſhe will be, ro what 0- 
T7 | - wmerPlanets ſhewill be applyed in a conjunQ oppoſite 
"a or quadrate aſpect: and namely,it ſhe apply to Saturre 
ei} | foone 


ad 6 
a2 
3» 


A | 43: ; 
Fl Y 
PT 4% 
268 > 
* 


AGE OF THE WORLD. 7, 
ſoone afterthe change,or immediatly before, for then 
beſureot rough weather. Butifſhe berid the fourth 
day,of all malcyolent aſpe&cs,the manſion wherin ſhe 
is, being of temperatenature; the whole ſpace of that 
Moane,commonſly for the moſt part will be faire:and 
generally note, that ifany evill weather is to fall out in 
the Moonejit talleth with greater cffeR in the dayesof 
thequarters and full Moone . But to ſpcake more 
pzriicularly and cxaQtly of theſe thinges , it belongeth 
to amorelarge treatiſe then this preſent, which ſerveth 
only for taiſt of things that may be ſpoken hereypon. 
And my intent was principally,to ſhew the errour on - 
| ly otthe common ſortof Prognoſticators,that decciue 
the people, founding them ſclues vpon wrong groiids, 
and thereby make the divine ſcience, of naturall and 
lawfull Aſtrologie , to come in mockage and con- | 


Firr PkorPoSrTION 


T hat the olde Tulian or Romaine Kalendar micht recerue | 
an eafie reformation ; Cndthatthe late attempitd re= © 
| formation thereof u not eircumſpetily taken Vp, bat gineth 
accaſion of errour inreckoning. 


_ SC Eing we areentred in Aſtronomicall reckoning of 
times; & there isnothing more neceſſary and profi- 
table forall fort of people, thatare not trayned vpin | 
Aſtronomie, then to haue a perfite Kalendar, wherby | 
the right courſe ofthe Sunne and Moone being coun. 
ted and knowen, the true diftinion of alltimes,may | 
be particularly fer downe as ina Table, wherein all. 
the ations of men, both concerning Eccleſiaſtical and 
civill affaires, may be ordred and done indue ſeaſon. 
Concerning the which purpole,it is ro be vnderſtood, 
thatinallages , menhauctravelled to findeout ſuch a 
Zz DC; - 
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 Perfite reckoning of the care, monethes;weekes, and 
dayes thcreof, as might ſerue tor this vie: Some tra- 
ming their Kalenders(for to we muſt cal them for doc- 
trinegcauſe) tothe courſe ofthe Sunne,tocompt their 
years thereby, & ſome to the courſe of the moone, rec- 
 koning by Monethes, and ſome labouring to reduce 
boththoſereckoninges to an equalitic, & to make their 
| Kalenders to agree toboth. The which thrid being the 
\.- moſperfite forme of reckoning-and moſt commodi- 
ous for all affairesboth holy and politick, was firſt vſed” 
amongſtthe Godly patriarkes,cuen from greateſt anti- 
quitie, whereof wee haue euident Teſtimonies in the 
book of God: For in the time of Noah metrio is made of 
monethes of the yearc, which coulde not be counted 
but by a. certaine forme of Kalender or Almanack, 
counting by moones ſo many Moneths (tor moncths 
take theipdenomination from the moone) which wee 
may gather then to haue bene 12. .1n number,to make 
outthe ſpaceofan yeate. And that theſame were ruled 
alſo according tothe courſe ofthe Sun, we may haue 
intelligence by the principal feaſtes appointed by cod 
inthelaw, which were not onely affixed to certaine 
dayes, butalſo to ſuch timesas had reſpect to the ſea- 
ſones of the year ruled by the Sunne,&tothe times of 
growing & winning of the fruitsofthe groiid, procee- 
ding from the courſe of the Sunne. Asthe firſtmoneth 
named A6:ib,tooke thename from the firſt fruires,be- 
cauſe in it was the barly harueſt in the cuntry of Pales- 
1ina,as Plinins allo teſtifieth.So was the feaſt of the Paſ- 
ſoner, celebrate the 15/day of the firſt moneth being the 
_ firſtfull mooneaffer the vernall Equinodium, likewiſe 
the feaſt of Pentecoſt, | was the fifth daye/of the third 
Moneth,whercin the firſt fruites that were-made in 
pread of corne wereoffred.Inlike manner after collec- 
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tion of all the reft of the fruites,& namely of wine and 
oyle,was the feaſt of T abernackles, which wascelebrat 
in the ſeauentmoneth. Ail theſe feaſtes hade reſpe to 
the courſe of the Sunne;,as I faid before. Nowto make _ 

-the courſe of the Moone to aggree withthe Sunne, {o 
that the reckoning of the Moneths might bee confor-. 
© med to both, aftertwoor three yeares as the counttell 
out. The Hebrewes in their Kalender added a certain 
od month.called their 1ntercaleremonth whereof men» |. 
tio 1s made intheiralmanacks & named it Ye-Agar:the | 
ſecond or poſteriore Adar,whereypon I'wilnotnow in- | 
{itt. Alwaics, becauſe this forme of agreeing the years, 
and framing them both to the courſe of the Sunneand. 
the moone was thought{asit is in deede)moſt perfite,. 
Tulizee Caſar,a man of great magnanimitie,& wellſecne | 
in letters, by tþe counſel and inſtigarion of Sofigenes.ary / 
expert Mathemattcteninthoſe dayes,where as the Ro- 
mane years very Tonfuſedly were reckoried of before 
ynto the courſe of the Moone , aboutthe ſpace of4.;; 
yeares before the Narivitic of Chriſt, diviſed ancwe 
forme of Kalender: Firſt framedafter the courſe of the 
_ Sunne, dividing the whole yearcin 365. dayesand fix 
houres:and making itto.conteiner 2 Moneths where 
of the namegare yertin vie. And becauſe ofithe 0d ſixe 
houres, which coulde not bee brought rocountenery 
eare, he ordained thatcuery., yearc oneday ſhoulde 
ecadded to Febraarie, becauſe fouretimes fix hovres 
make vppean whole day of 24 houres. And the yeare. 
whercin thisod day falleth, we call commonly I.cape | 
yeare. And becauſc it was added: ar thoſixe Xalerdas 
\ of March. itisnamedin latine 8iextw,or Biſſxtilts | 
_ annus, forthe Romanes Civided their monerks in £4- | 
lendas, Nonas and 1445. Now Twulizs Ceſar begouth his | 
/yearcatthe kalendes of Z1nvarie, which was then when 
3- | * LIBS) 
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of God in the beginning, to diſtinguiſh times)c 
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the Syunentredin the eight degree of Capricorne, eight 


daicsafterthe winter$o/tiriam , which then being the 


ſhorteſt day of theyeare,tel vpon the z5.day of Decem- 


ber: And the Spring time EquinoZinm, when the Sun 
entredin Aries,afterthatold reckoning , fellypon the 
25.dayof March, And the Sommer So/{{;tiurs,tnaking 
the longeſt day vppon the 25.ot /ane. Ang theharveſt 


Equinoium, about the 26.01, 27.day of September: The 


which places ofthe Sun, are now changed and flyden 
backein the 1nl:an Katendar(by realgn of the preventi- 
on of the Equ/noial, whereot I pak iarthe fourth pro- 
poſition) tothe 12.11.0r|10,day of che-faid Monethes, 


_ and13.0r 14. of September. The chiefe cauſc hereot (be- 


ſides the prevention of the EquinetFial ) is that the Inli- 


fix od hours, conteineth/ilomewhat more, then the juſt 


+ calculation Forby true Aſtronomical reckoKing, there 
wilbeevery ycare,taking off the ſixc oddc houres,clle. 


ven minutes of an houre, and certaineſecondes: The 


 which,in the ſpace of 130.yeare,or thereby, will make 


vpan whole dayc. And (6 in|the ſpace of 1645. yeares, 
which isthetime ſince {#/#w Ceſar [ct outhis K alenday, 
there will be pore then the ſpace of thirtcene dayes 
accreſledjto be taen away from the count ofthe odde 
xe houres,aboutthez65.dayes of the ylian year. For 
this cauſe, ſundric learged men of our memory and 


rime;hauecarneſtly deſired, that fome Reformation of 


the [uliay Kalender might be made to bring the ſme 
to the old eſtate-andinſtitution thereof, as it was firſte 
ſer foorth,byreaſon of diversinconvenicnts, that by 


 proceſſe of time, occurreby,neglefing thereof. And 


namely,thatthe aggreement of the courſe of the Sun, 
withche Moone (which two Planets, were ordained 
nnoe 
there» 
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thereby,as itis now,be knowen. The which mater,be- | 
wg proponed to divers general councels,couldnottak 
effec 


t,nllnow lately in our daies, with favour of Pope: 
Gregerythe 13.his Cardinals & counſels, it was permit= 
tedin the 1582.year of Chriſt,toone A/oy/ime Eiljmw,pro: 
tcſlor in Mathematical Aſtronomie, totet downe this: 
longdeſircd reformation: Who haying performedthe 
ſame after his maner,hath thereby purchaſed a meryci- 
lJous aſſent of divers Princes & cuntrics,toaccept & aus 
thorizethe ſame: Albeit not without divers contradic= 
tions. For inthe year, 15#4,in_A1uſpurgeof Rhetia,there 
fell outa great commotion,both inthe Church & civil 


governement therof. Asalfothe r5#s5. yeare in Kon of 


£1mania, great trouble was raiſed, till finally it was a- 
greed, that the od Kalender ſhould ftande as it was be- 


fore, withoutreformatrio. And many cuntries yet there | 
be,that haue not accepted nor allowedthis pretended: | 


correction. Now as concerning this reformer A/oyſius 
Lilias,albeit (as itis ſuppoled)he would haue brought 
the Ial:an Kalendar totheold eſtate, asit was in the be. 


ginning, or necre thereby, yet they of the Papiſticall' 
Clergy,&othersto whom thereformation therof was 
firſt proponed,would notagree thatitſhuld be drawen' | 
backany further, but tothetime of the Arcenecouncell,, | | 
which was holden and concludedin the 328. yeare of | | 
Chriſt, herefore hee was forced to begin theteat, And' | | 
becauſe there interveened breweene tharttime,, and*' | | 
the 1582, yeare of Cariſt,the ſpace of 7 254. yeares, hee” 
brought backe the rec#>ning of the Julian Kalendar, 
onelic renne dayes, fctiing foorth-a newe Kalengar,. 
wherein he had reſpeQ ro twelne hundtreth years, with: 
ſomany ods,ro wit, 54.yeares: Forthe which cauſe, he : 

was alſo forced-to alter the Cycle, of the Sunne (the! 


waich 1$notcomplected, butin 28. yeares) and {0 to» 


4, change: | 


. 


greatneede had bene to reforme the olde Kalendar) 
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change the Sundayeslcttertoan other the rhatwhich 


was toundein the olde Kalendar books, nowe this re- 


' formation ofthe olde Katendar, albcirit was exactly 


caiculateto the time of the Nicene counce!, yet it mak- 
eth a great change from the reckoning of the 01d kalen 
dar, and putteth many meh in doubr what to follow, 
whether theolde ſtyle of counte or the new. And hath 
brought greatcontronerſic in diuers places (as partly I 
ſhew before) ſcing thatthe day of the natiuity of chriſt 
& other teſtinal dayes(as they cal them )8& daies of hol 
dinz faires & mercates,are changed & holden ten dayes 
beforetheaccuſtomed times. And merchandes and 0- 


 thersin making their contraRes and obligariones are 


often diſappoynred of their dayes of payment, with di- 
uerſe others fuch inconueniences, where as it had bene 
farre eaſier, without any ſuch perceptable change (ifſo 


to haue done, as yetitmay bedone ,ifit pleaſe Chriſti- 
an Princes and countries to agree therevnto, after this 
manner, to witte, that for the ſpace of 56 yeares follo- 


wing this 1600 yeare of Chriſt,there ſhould be no leap 
 yeare at al:Butal years tobe common & equal contet- 


ning 365 daycsonely,accordingto thequantity of the 
olde Egiptrian yeare. Sothattwo cycles of the Sunne 
ſhould paſſe by eontinuall progreſle in the Kalendar, 
by, A,B, C; D, E; F, G, without any variation,during 
theſe 56 yeares,tobringittothefirſtinſtiturion,leauing 
out the fourcteene 0d letters of leape yeare, which are 
now interlaced ineuery two Cycles ofthe Sunne, for 
in them are fourteenc timesfoure,which make 14 leap 
yeares.So by this reckoning 14 dayes being left outin 
theſpaceof 56 years, the year ſhould come to the ſame 
eſtare wherein it was,at the firſt ſerting foorth thereof 
by lelis Ceſar which waz 45 ycares beforethe birth of 

2066 Chrit 


Chriſt. And rheſe fourty five yeares,added to the fiftic 
ſixe yearcs,betorementioned,make 101.yeares,whick 
101+ Yeares being added to 1600. yeares, which nowe 
have bene from the birth of Chriſt, will make vpin'the 
whole,:701.yeares, which being divided by 130. by 
truecalculation,giuc inthe quotient,thirtteene whole 
dayes: and there willremaine after diyifien, twentie 
odde houres, and fourty ſixe Minutes of an houre,la- 
kmg only three hovres, tourteene Minutes, to accom- 
plithrwenty foure houres : For the fourteen daye, 


which is no perceptible difference,and will þe made 


vpin the ſpace of ſixteene yeares thereafter, And gi- 


ving this reformation, ſhould notbe madetill ſixtrene | | 


yeares hereafter werepaſt, itſhould make ypthe ſelfe: 
So by this maner of correRing ofthe K alenaar, it were 
cafietobring the 7alian yeare, to the firſt inſtitution: 


letting the Cycle of the Sunne,after the 56.yeares be- | 
fore mentionare, returneto the former eſtate, as itis 
now ſet downe in our Almanackes, as for example:Tt | 
this Reformation ſhould be menos to beginne in || 
eSundayes letter, | 
that yeare being D.the Cycle of the Sunne fourteene, - 
the yeare of Chriſt.: 550. being compleet, the famelet- | 
ter ſhould berhe Sundaies letter, inthe 7&57.yeare: & 
theCycleoftheSunne,14. And ſoconſequently, the | | 
Cycle of the Sunne, with the Sundaies letter, ſhould | | 
proceede as theytand intheold Almanacks, without | | 
any variation for many yeares; and,as may be ſuppos || 
ſed,ſhonld neede no further reformation to the ende | | 
of the world, which appeareth nowſhertly to approch. | 
Arlcaſtevery 1 34-year,leaving outa leape year,ſhould 
hold it at the old ſtand. And this ſhould make no per-| | 


the yeare, 1601; next tollowing. T 


turbarion nor varietie in the orderof the Kalendar,nor| | 
inthe dates of Obligations,or cotrafts;nezther change! | 
[- any 
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_ 3 b{foreatthebcginning/therot:and ſothey thought 


any ofthoſe dayes, which are called,fixed Feaſts, from 
the dayes whercon they are now placcdin the olde 


\ Kalendare. Lerthismuch then ſufficefor reformation 


of the Kalendare, tothe courſe of the Sunne. There is 
alſo an other alteration vſicd in this late reformed Xa. 
lendare, concerning moyeable Feaſts, which commeth 
by occaſion of the courſept the Moone, and deteCti- 
on ofthe Golden number, For the which, iris to be 
yndcrſtood, that they that firſt placed and ſet downe 


the Golden number in the Kalendare, as it is now (for 


it was not I«/aw Ceſar)ſetthe number of the year ther- 
of, dire&ly againſt the day, of cach Moneth, whercin 
the Moone then changed:| But now the courle of the 
change is flitted forward from thoſe places, four daics 
with the more. Nowthis number, called the Golden 


number, by reaſon of the yrilitic thereof, whereby it 


was worthy tobe writtenin Golden letters, waspia- 
ccdin the Kalendar,to agree the courſe of the Moone 
with the Sunne(as is ſuppoſed) by Dionrysrvs, 
called Ex16vys, acertayne Remane. Abborte, 
who after the Nicewe Councell, about the yeare of 


Chriſt , five hundreth, thirtie two yeares, ſette out 


that Cycle: which is called the Paſchall Cycle, or 


rather corre&ted that which was ſer out of-before,a. - 


two hundrethand nincycares,byEvszBrvs Car- 


SAR 1ENS1s.: This Golden nymber(Iſay)which.is 
verye profitable indeede |, conteining the ſpace of 
ninc-teene yeaties,was beleeved by theauncientes, ra 


compryſe inthe periode or revolution thereof , the 
exatte courle of the. motion of the Moone : So, that. 


afterthe accompliſhmente of nine-teene yeares, the 
Moone did returneto the ſame courſe, that ſheewas 


2Q 


A 


/ 


_ itſyfficiente to agree the dayes of the Remane Kale 

dar, with the chaungcs of the Moone preciſely . At- 
be-ir, it bee of yeritie , that the true motion, of the 
Moone, in the ſpace of nine- teene yeares , is more 
then to agree cxactlie tothe courſe of the Sunne, .by 
the ſpace of one houre and an halfe,or thereby, which 
in the ſpace of three-hundreth and foure yeares, or 
little morc, will make vpan whole daye, wherein the 
reckoning of the courſe ofthe Moone , by the Gol- 
den number, exccederh the courfe of the Sunne, 


and goeth forwardes in our Kalendars. And'ſo inthe 


ſpaceofan thouſand, two-hundreth,ſeventytwo years, 


which is fromthe time of the Nrcene Councel, from 
the which Droxys1ys reckoned, to witte. from 
the yeare of Chriſt, three hundreth twentie eight, vn- 
this preſent yeare, a thouſand fix hundreth years, are 
foure times, rhree-hungreth and foure yeares , and 
more-over, fifry ſixe odde yeares, which, adde foure 
dayes (as was declared ) andalmoſt fixehonres of the 
forward paſſing ofthe courſe of the Moone,attrourthe 
reckoning of the Golden number. Now becauſe'this 
D1oxrs1vs that placed the Golden number in the 
Kalendar, tooke no heede to this,or rather vnderſtood 
it not, by proceſleof time, the changes ofthe Moone 


fall not vpon the dayes of the Kalendare, where D 1- | 


oONYS1vsS placed the Golden number, but foure 
dayes, and fome-times fiue dayes thereafter. And al- 


ſd thoſe dayes, which are called moveable Feaftes, 


and namely, the Feaſte of Eaſter or Paſche daye, can» 
notbee rightlicreckoned by the Cycle of Dr o x 1+ 
s t ys,called the Paſchall Cycle,conteining the nuin- 
ber of fine hundreth thirtic ewoyeares, that is, ninc» 
teene times twenty eight yeares, by multiplying! the 
Cycle of the Sunng , by the Cycle ofthe Moone: 
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2248  foralbeitthisman,named Dionyſins Exignus,a certaine 
WM Abbot of Reme, who lived in the daycs of 14f19ian the 
Empcrour, about 500. yeares after the incarnation of 
-Chriſt, the authour. of the Romayxes Paſcha)l count or 
Cycle, intended by ſetting out of that his Cycic of 
$32.ycares,togiue a perpetuall andinfallible rule, to 
know thetrue daye/of the celebration of the Paſchall 
feaſt, called Eaſtex,afterthe mindeand determination 
of the Nztzene counceli,| which decreed, that all times 
thercatcer,the Feaſt of. Eaſter ſhould be celebrate ypon 
$0 E633 that Sunday,whichimmediatly followed the fourtcen 
__ day of the Moone (which the Hebrewes hold to be the 
" __ -  fourtcen dayoftheir firſt Moncth,called N/ſan)next, 
after the Spring-time, Zguznottium,which then fell out 
in March,asit doth nowebut notyppon the ſame day 
- 1,658 ofthe Moneth. Yetthis Dionyſius was deceived in two 
=. things. For firſt(asI haverold)he took no heed,or vn- 
__ derſtood not, thatevery ninteene yeare, the Golden 
number lacketh ofthe juſte reckoning, an houreand 
bal. halfe an houre,or thereby.Secondly, heeremembred 
0 not the leape yeare in. his reckoning, orelſe ſuppoſed 
i: the Moone to hauea leape yeare,aſwell as the Sunne, 
4 whichvery propoſterouſly is called ['Saltas lane] the 
' leaping of the Moone by ſome, For the Moone hath 
PIE no lcaping,burtkeepetha| conſtant courſe. Herefore it 
is,that the Cycle of Dony/eus, ſerverh not exactly to 
count the courſe ofthe Moone, and thoſe moveable 
Feaſtes: For Eafter-day, as itis commonly now couns 
ted by that Cycle, Faſlech out often-times 4 Monetthy 


and more, afterthe juſt appoynted rime of the Xcene 
councell. And it weſhall follow,the old Romane Kale. 
darand Golden number;ſet downe by Dionyſius,there 
inmindingto celebrate Eaſter day thereafrer; we ſhall 
ice agreat-variation fromuhe decree of the councell .. 
E- wo For 
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For ſometime, Zafter daye ſhall fall:betore the middeft | 
of Marchthe Tuelday: called, Faflzygs even, ſhall fall in | 
Tawnary: And Whit ſunday ſometime in April. And af. | 
terthe reckoning ot the Yebrewes,our Eaſter day,ſhal'tal 
inthe Moncth of CA4ar,theiaſt Moneth of the yeare, 
andnotin Niſan, the firſt Moneth, For the which, I wil 
give you one example, In the yeare of our Lord i 598. 
lately.by-paſt, according tothe decree of the Nicene 
Councell, andlate Kalendar, ſeroutby Zilzws, ZFafter 
day;fel! ypon the twcaltt daie of Mareh, inthe oide Ka- 
lendare and Almancks, whereby we yet reckon in Ex- 
glandand Scotland: And Whit ſunday vpon the laft daye 


of April And Faſtings-even,vpon therwenty foureof : *L.j 


Tanwary :: Whereas after the vulgare maner and count, 
Eaſter daie was\ celebrate thatytare, the fixtcenth daie. 
of Aprill Fhit-ſunday, the fourth ob Inne : And Fa 
ſlings-even, the laſt of Febrmary. Yee ſee the diſtance be- 
rwyecnc.the onci calculation. andthe other, more 
then the ſpace ofa Moneth: what errourirmay growe 
to by proces oftime,it iseafte by this example to per- 
cciue:Andfo wee muſt contefſe mdeede,that theolde 
Kalendare in this poynt, hathneede of reformation: 
As alſo, that Cycle or count.called the Paſchall Cycle 
of Dionyſius.Now Lilius in hisnew Kalendax,to reſtore 
that Cy cle of Dieny/iusto the right reckoning, maketh 
his counteby hundreths, becauſe every 304. years, 
which is the ſpaceof ſixtcene Golden numbers, one | 
day being addedtothe Golden number ofninetecne || 
yeares,{upplieththe hofnres and Minutesof the courſe 
ofthe Moone. But this count by hundreths, hath di- 
vers imperfectiones: Namely, becauſe inhisEpaRtes, | | 
counting by hundreths, no exact methode can be ob-| | 
ſerved; yeca,thevyariety of the courſe of the Moone,can| | 
not ſoformally bre countedthereby as bythe Golden! || 
| id num. | 
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pumber which conteineth leſeſpace:beſides that, the 


Paſchal rcarms aggreenot oftimes rhereto; wheranent 
you may reade, Jofeph Scalizer,in the end ot his learned 
wootk,De emendatione gemporum;wherealiohe ferterh 
dowaca more perfite reckoning, by a Table of equal! 
Epactes; where-anent, decauſcitis hard tobe concei- 
ved by them that-are not wel acquainted with Aſtro- 
nalaſcal reckonings, I ceaſe now further ro ſpeak. Al. 

walcs, weeſhall vaderſtande, itis very difficill to finde 
out ane Cycle that may makean abſolute perfirereck- 
ening, of the courſe of the Moone, to frame itto anie 
perpetual Kalendar :| Yea, as10 . Sroeflere wryteth in 
his greate Romane Kalendare ; no Paſchall Cycle, 
"7 exa@ly comprehend theſame: Which alwaiſe is 
eſt found out by the Epacts,and by the Golden num- 
Wir receivinga juſte corretion. Therefore, for the 
inſtruion of the common ſorte of men, beſt itis by 
Aſtronomicall counte , ro fete a Table or Alma- 
nacke, conteining the right reckoning of the courſe 
of the Moone, formanie yeares, either by her midde 
moriones, orby herappearing and true motiones: as 
To. Steflere did for certaine yeares in this dayes In 
the meanetime, itſhall ſuffice, for a grofſe and com- 
mon inſtruction of all men, toplace the Golden num. 
ber in the [wane Kalendare, vppon the preciſe dayes 
of the change of the Moone, asit isnowe ſer downe 
in diverſe Kalendars : Forthat will ſerue to declare 
what daye everie change falleth out; and whether it 
be before or after noone, by adding of the letter B.ox 
A.to everic particulare Golden number, which maye 
ſerue fora long ſeaſon, without anie perceptible vari- 
&tion. And who would knowe more exaCtlie the 
houres and Minutes of everie Change, Full, or quar- 


get [0k the Moone, z ict them gette Once by anc Ephes 
mcride 
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meride, or right Prognoſtication, the cheunge of one 
Moone, with the dayes, houres, and Minutes there- 
ot, and counteto the next change,twenty nine daics, 
twelue houres , and fourtic toure Minutes : And 
| | fromthe Changeto the Full, fourtcene dayes,cigh- 
- | tcenc houres, and rwentietwoMinutes. And fore- | b- 
- | verie{quatter, fcaven dayes, nine houres, and clleven 
« | Minures, procceding lo farre as you Iyſte, it ſhall bee 
> | the eruereckoning of the cowfe of the Moone, As 
- | tothePaſchall Cycle,weheednotbecaretull thereof; 
Burrake heede to the firſt full Moone, after the vernall 
| CA Equinodium and ever the next Zunday thercafter, | 
, | ſhould bePaſche or Z2frerday: and hereby, you may, 
; | propagatcan Almanacke for the moucables Feaſtes, 
| asfarrefoorthas ye pleaſe,aftertherule of the Nicene| 
Councell.But to bee too much curious, concerning 
the obſeryation of thoſe Feaſtcs; itis nor neceſſary for 

true Chriſtians; for wee know that concerningthere-: 
ſurreRion of C briſt, which admoniſheth vs to ryſe 
in aewncſſe of life, evcrie ſeventh daye in the yeare, 
(which wee call the Sundaic or Lordesday )purteth vs: 
in-remembrancethercof. Andotherwiſe, weeare forc- 
warned by the Apoſtle,Not 0 be ſuperſtitions in obſerwa- 
ton of times,aayes, and yeares, thatweebenor brought ig 
Tewiſh bondage thereby: - And againe, That no man 
(houlde indze ws in Meate or Drinke , or in reſpecte of Cal.ar © 
an Holie-daje or of the newe Moone, or of the Sabbothe 
ayes, whichmere but ſhaddowes of hinges focome : But 
thebodie is in Chriſte : eng the ſubſtance there- 
of, was accompliſhed:in Chriſte, And wee have no 
commandementnor ground our ofthe Scripture, not 
anyexample of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, for obſervation 
of thoſe daies. For as rothe typical Paſcheor Paſſeover 


atthe lews; it was finiſhed in Chriſt, when he ovrtrve, || 
4 Paſlcover? | | 


Gal.4 
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Pailcover,or Paſchal Lambe was ſacrificed for.vs: And 
If we (as Paul ſayeth) bavenowrokeepea fealt ſpiritr- 
3 ally,z! thedaysofbur life: ( putt/2 away the olde leaven 
— 7 iCor.s- of malice andeivickedneſſe.) 'with valtcavency bread of 
=. - ſincerity and oructh; And the other invented Paſche- 
tyde orEaſter,after the relurteQion of Chriſte, is but 
the inventionvoftmen; howauncient ſocver jt be.” $0 
thatthe great contentiones and controverſics that fol. 
1: lowed inthe auncient Church, for the day wherin the 
| {ame was to be obſerved,” borh before and after the 
Nicene councell.are skarſely worthy to be recited. And 
yer Fi&or Biſhoppe of Rome (as that ſeate was ever 
proude) for not obſerving the ſame day,which he and 
 hisadherenres kepr,didexcommunicare al them of the 
| churches of Aſia,that keptan other day.For the which 
cauſe, the godly Irenewe Biſhop of Lyons,juſtly founde 
great fault with him: Notwithſtanding,the Church a- 
grecing to the obſervation of ſuch a day, as an indiffe- 
rent thing , in remembrance of thereſurreRion of 
Chriſt,thereisno neceſhry to counterfaite thelawe of 
 Moyſes. inobſerving the time of the Moone, bur it 
may be fixed toa certaineday of the Moneth, or elſe, 
following the full Moone,to finder outatter the ma. 
ner beforerecited: , Alwaies', our Chriſtian libertye 
ought notto beprejudged herein: And ſol make an 

end. INH ft 


S1xT PRoPOSITION. 
That there ts a certaine merveilous Sympathee and azeree- 
. ©  mentof Periodes of timnts, in reckoning by ſeanens, and by 
/ Sebbaticall yeares. nd of the manifold myſteries of the 
=! ' ff | number of ſeaven . | 


E FE Venas God theauthorandconſerver of all things, 
_ : \ ina comely and decent order , hath appoynted an 
// _ | be {uc- 
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ſucceMon and progrelle of time, for accompliſhment 
of the naturali courle thereof; fo hath hee appoymted 

certaine periodes and revolutiones of time, wherein 
thinges returneto theſame orlike eftare.wherein they 


were of before. So wee ſee inthe motions of the hca- 
ven, which are meaſured by time (or rather which are 


the meaſures of time) the Sunne, the Moone,and the 
ſtarres,to tauetheir peculiar and diſtin revolutiones, - 
wherein they accompluth their courſes, and returne at- 
ter aliniitarte and determinare ſpace of tiine,to the pla- 
ces from the which they did departe. As the Sunne 
compleecting his courſe and revolution, 1n the ſpace of 


365.dayes,and neereſixe houres, or the quarterof an 
day,aicribeth ynto vs, that ſpace oftime, which we cal 
the yeare, which returning in it ſelfe, in Larine is tear- 
med 4nn,quefi axnulas, taking the ſimilitude froman 
Ringe. And for thelike cauſe, the auncient Beyprians, 
made the figurethereof,in the ſimilitude ot a Serpent 
byting his owne tayle. The Moone likewile,by herre- 
volution in the lyfr,determineth vnto vs the Moneths, 
andtheSunneby his dayly motion , ſheweth vs the 
dayesand the houres thereof. The reſt ofthe Planets 
alſo, haue cach of them their peculiar and-determinate 


 recourſes of time, wherein they compleit their revo- 


lution,as Satwrne in the ſpace of thirty yearcs,or there. 
by: I#piter intiwvelue yeares, (March,in two yeares,Ye- 
wand Mercwrieaggrecing with the courſe of the Sun. 
The fixed ſarres alſo haue their peculiar motions and 
revolutions,wherof itis not now neceſſary more large- 
ly to ſpeake. Itis verifyed alfoby experience, that infe- 
riourthinges ynderthe heayens hauetheir appoynted 


recourſesand returnings: Wherevnto Sorowox hath 
reſpet where in his booke called the Preacher, hema- 
keth mention ofthe Elements, the Sunne; the aire;and = 

| 1047/1 BC} | 
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the water. 7 he Sane [iayeth ie] ryſerh and goeth te,and 
retaraeth againe to the place from whenee it did vyſe» The 
wind(which maketh the moving of theaire) 20eth com- 
peſ3:n2 from the Senth tothe North, twrx ing round about,cs 
reterning by his c:yeuits. All the rivers go into the Sea, yet 
*be {ea not filled ever. T beviners retire to the places from 
whence they come to flow, Hee giveththcle examples, to 
ſtew thc revolutions of worldiy things, andapplycth 
itto declare the reyolation of the care of mens ages 
and liues.So-4 generation [ {ayerth he] priſerh, and averher 
commeth , and there i nothin? new vnacr the Sun, but that 
which i newe, hath bene in he ages befare, an4the like ſhall 
be hereafter: Signifying ,that after certaine Periods and 
caurles of time; all worldly. and earthly thinges ſhall 


returne to their former,ortotheirlike eſtare, according 


to the determination and appoynted-will of God, as 
the firſt cauſe, andas heedireReth and governeth the 
ſecond and inferiqur cauſes. And this falleth forth,not 
onely in the ages and liues of men, but generally.in all 
things worldly that hauc ageneration,muſt needs alſo 
hauca corruprion.$o thatalſoin the common-wealths 


andpolicics, cſtablifixed by men, for holding vp mu. 


tuall ſocieties amongſtihemlclues, there be certain pe- 
riodes of time, which make them to change and alter: 
which may be found out by experienceandenſamples 
of Hiſtories of allages, aſwell Ecclefiaſticall, as pro- 
fanc. The.cauſe thereof,cannot be aſcribed to Chance 


and Forrune, as ynskilfull mendoe:for then all theſe 


changes ſhould be moſt vncertaine, neither is 1talto- 
vether to be aſcribed! to the corrupt manners of men, 
that cannot long remaine in one eſtate, but cvermore 
ſecke novationes and changes: Albeit it bce, from the 
bettertothe worſe,although that maicbeasaconcur- 


rente caule, bur it muſt needes proceedetroman high 
| 1 ground. 
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grounde. Some thereforethere bee, rhat'make all 
_ theſe Revolutiones and chaunges, ro depende and 
hange vppon the Revolutiones of the Heaven , 
which is by the courſcs, and influences of the Pla- 
nets and Starres , being therein 'modcrate, and go- 


verne all inferioure thinges in the Worlde. Theres 


fore, ſome of them parte the Circkle of the Zodi- 
akein Foure Threes\, or Quarters, called Triphci- 
ties: And'like-wiſe, the whole Heaven, and hxed 


Starres being therein, and according thereto, Progp- 


noſticate of the eſtate , and changeing of Realmes, 


and Empyres of the Earth , attrybuting alfo vnto | 


everic Region and Kingdone, certaine fixed Starres, 
to beare'particular rule md dominion there. Others 
have atic cfpeciall reſpeRte, to'the moſte notable con+ 
juonRiones of the Plannets,- And'mnamelie, | of the 
ſuperioure Plannertes', and ro the Eclipſcs of the 
| Sunne and the M6one. Others alſo , more proba- 

blic reſpeQing'the manifolde myſteries of the num- 
ber of ſeauen, divide in feavens, the whole periodes 
oftime, accordingtothe'numberof the ſeaven Pla- 
nets, making everie'particutar Periode, ro followe 
the nature of the Plannets that then raignerh,begin- 
ninge ar Satryre, anddefcending through the reſte, 
Sother the influence of thinges that fall out in eve. 


ris Periode; my becfounde” agreeable therey-nto, 


It is not to bee Cenpedindeede, but there is greate 


force and efficaci@'4h the influence of the Hea. | 


vens,” and 'Heayenlic Lights,” 10 2lter and chaunge 
inferioure thinges. oem L c2n notbee periwaded, tha 
menne kaueyetſo farre attzyned tothe knowledge 


rall chaunges 2nd alterationes of Kingdomes , 4nd 
common-wealrhes: Al-be-it it may bec,and is proba- 


4 : 


chereof, as to finde'but perfitelie thereby , thegene- 
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 namely,Plato,in the cight Booke of, his Republicque, 
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ble,thar they haue found out many. particulars, con- 
cerning particular perſons. Therefore that which 1s ga- 
thered thereby, is involved in great obſcurity and 1m- 
perfite: Albeit Iconfes ; Thauclately ſcenea Table,not 
yetſctout m preme (theauthors name l vill luppre le 
tillhe himſclfc publiſh it) wherein, in the ſpace of the 
ſide. of an through of Paper, the letle periodes of time, 
whereof weareto ſpeake, aggree lo concerning things 
falling out thereto, eycn, from the beginning of the 


world vnto our daycs,, with the nature of the ſeaven 


Planets in their revolutionsand order,thatitis mervei- 


 lous,andappeareth not tojackea great myRery:;where 
| of Iceaſeto ſpeake further atthis time. Forl wilnor aſ- 


cribe vnto. mc, the-pray ſe of other menslabours, But 
to our purpole, itis tobegraunted allo, that there be 
many other concurrent cauſcsof thechanges at King- 


domes and carthly goyernements, which make them 


to fall from their foundations, oratleaſtro be tranſla- 
ted from one eſtate toan other, which na Fa ſpaken 
generally of the revolutionotall worldlythings; And 


maketh mention ofthree courſesof the, eſtates of c6- 
mon wealthes,to witte, theriling;flouriſhing, and the 


decaying eſtare, and of fouretcarmes of their Periods: 
' Thepreciſerime of the which Periodes, he involveth 


in an Anigmaticall ſpecch,ottwo harmonies of num» 


. bers.Bue vnles wertakea better and more fure ground 


then ſuch Philoſophical conjeRures,weſhall neverat- 
taine to anieſureknowledge of periodes of time, that 


bring great.chances andalterations, either in Eccleſia- 
ſticall orin civill affaires: Therefore wemult come ro 
the booke of God, and fir Jay that generall grounde, 
whereof Danelmaketh mention: that itishe who alte- 
reth andtranſlareth STR, and giucth themto 

- whom 
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whomhe plecafeth. And as concerning the periodes of 
times ,- ot ſuch tranſlationes and mutationes, it is lei- 
ſome to inquire andfinde out the fame alſo by the 
Scriptures. For albeit, the Apoſtles proponing thelike 
queſtion to Chriſt, atter his reſurrection, 1/ thatwas the 
trme wherein he (howld reſtore the kingdome to 1[rael * recei- 


vedthis aunſwere, That it was not for them to knowe the At 


times or the ſtaſans, whichthe father had put in his own pow- 
er: Yctrhat is notſoto be vnderſtood,as though it were 
notlav:ful to ſearchout and know thoſe times and ſ{ca- 
ſons, which the father hath revealed to be kiowen by 
his Scripturs:orthatmay begathered therevpon, with 
ſobrietic of inquihtion : For our Saviour Chriſt hims> 
{cltein an other place,willeth his Apoſtles to take heed | 
when they (hall fee Ieruſalem beſiezed with ſouldiers forthen 


they ſhuld vndcrſtand,that thedeſolation thereof was nere, Lykty 


And againe, (as it isin an other Evangeliſt )Whew ye ſhal 
ſee the abhomination of deſolation. ſpoken of by Danicl, the 
Prophet.,ſtanding in the bolyplace:T hen let him that readeth 
(meaning him that readeth the Prophecie) confidaer, 


And thereafter he giveth his Diſciplesa figne , Sayine, ot Rr 


learne ye the ſimilttude of the Figge-tree, when her bough ts 
yet tender and bringeth foorth leaues, ye know the Summer is 
peere: So likewiſe yee({ayth he) when ye ſee at[things, which | 
1 hane foretold know that the Kinzdome of God bs neere,euen | 
at the doores. With many other ſayings tothe like pur- 
poſe: Where hee vnderſtandeth, by the Kingdome of | 


God, his ſpirituall Kingdome, andnotas the Apoſtles | 


intheirqueſtionmeant ofa Temporal Kingdome.For | 
hecamenotto reſtore any ſuch Kingdome: Likewiſe, | 
Danieland thereſtof the Prophetrs,are oftimes warned 
romarke therimes, when ſuch things as were reveiled | 
tothem {houldcomero paſſe: And 794n in his Revela- , 
tion to write the lame. And expreflely in Dogs : 
3: X haue |. 


_ of many examples,not ſticking vpon the preciſe daye 


+ - Scriptuces,and concernipgthe cltate ofthe Chur 


© __ OF THE LAST DECAYING 
haue {et downe the periode of time(whereof was ſpo- 


ken in the firſt propofitibn} ofthe ſtandingrot the po- 
licic of the Iewes,atterthe captivity of Babilon,to wir, 


oft thoſe 70, weekes which wereprefixed to rhat pro- 


ple,and co their cittic of Ieruſalem,ro- ſtand. Now this 
{pace of 70. weekes of years, {ct down by the Angelin 
D-miel, torthe time ot the ſtanding of the common- 
wealth of the Tewes,after the reſtauraris therof, ſothat 
thereafter it ſhould come to a determinate deſolation, 
beinga great periode of ume,about goo, yeares,to wit, 
499.ycarcs, appearcth plainly by a certaine fatal lawe, 
appoynted and determined by God, to bring toall 
other kingdomes and great Empires,a mervcilous mu- 
eation, as is evident and\founde out by aggreemente 


nor year,but about or neere {uch a revolution of time, 


either kingdomes fall, and are turned vp fide downe, 


orclſcare transferredand changed from their former 
eſtate, in other newe formes,for the moſte parte. And 
allo other moſt notable accidenres fal our in the world, 


borh concerning the eſtate of the Church; and carth- 


lie policies, cither abour ſucha time (Ifaye) whichT 
cati che great or morepctiode of 490, ycarcs, contre» 
ning 70. weekes of yearcs, that is,the ſpace of ten Inb;- 
tees,or cl{e,abour the halfe ſpacerthereof,, which I call 
the lefſ+ periode, conteining z5.weekes of yeares,and 
fiue /#b:lces, that is,245.yeares, which is the ſpace of 
the blaſt of everie 'rrumpet, reckoned by Ton, inthe - 
Revelation, Sothat hereinto alſo the reckoning by 
ſeavens,andby S2bbaricall years , bringeth outa great 
ſympathic;and agreement, to count the changeing of 
times thereby,of the which, I haue thought good here 
to fhew many examples. Andfirſt we do findein the - 
chof 
God, 
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God, andot the olde Worlde;thatinthe firſt halfe pe- | 


ride of time, to witte, about 245.yearcs after the cre- | | 
ation,after the birth of 'Eroſh the nameotthe Lord be- (.,.c, 


| 


gouth to be called vpon,that is,the hearts of the godly 
begouth then ro be mooved ro reſtore the purity of rc- 
ligion, which by Cain,and his wicked ſeed betorc had 
bene uppreſled. abourtheend ot theſecond oreat pc-: 
riode of tirac,towitte, from the creation 087. yearcs, 
Henoch was rranſlared by God from this mortallife;ro'c chef x 
immortalitic, ode icfaithtull of thatage,& con- 
firmethem gainſ thevngodlines ofthe world,in hop 

of the generalreſurreftion. Aboutihe end of thethird. 
great periode, when tclloutin the 1470. yeare, from, yg, x 
the creation, the world begourh eajveriplhs tobe cor. | 
rupt,whentheſcedeof the! godly begouth robe min- 
pled with the vngodly:rorthe which cauſe, withinthe 
half period of time therafrer, God in his juſt judgemet 
deftroyed the whole race of man-kinde , except Noah 
and his famiſe, by that fearetul invndation of waters, 
Not many ycares after,the fourth great period, which 
endedinthe 1960. yearcofthe' World,was Abraham 

called our of his natiue cuntry by God go whomzand | 
his poſteririe, God promiſeth the Land of Canaan, & Geneſaa? 
thatin.his ſeedeaalnations ſhould be bleſſed. From tlie 
promiſemade to Abraham,tothe departing of the Ifra- | 
lites out of Egypt, we know, were 430.ycares,to the | 
which adding 60.yearcs of the former age of CAbra- | 
ham, they willm3ke out the fift ercat periode. Sothat 
thenextyeare, after the departing of thepeoplequtaf | 
EZgypr,to poſſeſſe the Land of Canaan, will compleite- 
theſame:whichfalleth inthe 2450. yeare, after the-cre» £20. ! 
ation of the world. We ioknowt kewiſe,that fro the | 
departing out of Zgypr,to the building of the teple by 


Solavon Ar 480: yeares(whichlack only 10.07 1 N85 
4 or 


Ezfa.1, 


red,chatthere were certaine fatal periodes of Empires, 


l 
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ofan otherjuſt greatperiod : For theſtxrgreat period, 
from the creatio,cadeth in the 2949.year of the world, 
which was the 15.ycare gf the catgne of So/omes, necre 


2 Cron-56 thettme of the dedication of the Temple. The ſeventh 


great period by exat calculation, commeth juſtly rg 


theyearc of the Worlde,z430. which was the firſt year 
_ of Cyr ws, wherein the people of the Lewes were delive- 


red from the captivitic of Baby/on, inthe which ycare, 
there was a great concurtence of Sabbathes and 7avz- 


lees,25 vas ſhewen before. And if wewil count forward 


from this yeare, weſhal finde the eighr great periodes 
rocxtend to the 3920. yeare of the world, which is but 
28. yearce before the birth of Chriſt. So wee ſee and ga- 
therby the Scriptures, howe-about the ende of theſe 
preate periodes of 490.yeares, or 70.weekes of yeares, 
mentianed by Daniel, or ate accidents fell out in the. 
Worlde, and amongſt GL cople of God, even from - 
the beginning, vnro the birth of Chriſt. We ſhall finde 
alſo, thatabour the ſpace of one of theſe great periods, 
the people of Iſrael were ruledby Iudges , and thereaf- 
rer,abour the like ſpace, by Kings: And ſo long lafted 
the reſtored policie of the Iewes. And to come to pro- 
faine hiſtories, many the like periodes of Empires and 
Kingdomes, and great mutations may be foundeour, 
and commonly,thegreater dominions, haue themore 
ſu{daine changes, according to the ſaying of the Pa- 
et: Summiſqut negatum ſtare dia, Itis not grantedto 
bigheſt things, tohaue long ſtanding.Concerning this 
matter, weread of thePhilpſopher Cratippas,that he be- 
ing demanded by ? ompeias, afterthat hee was vanqui- 
ſhed by Ceſar,at the fielde of Pharſalia,If there were a- 
ny divineprovidence, feing that he who had the more 
juſt cauſe, was ſo over.come: The Philoſopher anfwe- 


 where- 
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wheteby then&ie'common-weale of Rome was to bee 
changcd in a Monarchie. And1o indeed wefindeints 
the foureMonarchies, Forthe fir{t tio Baby/ontan Mo- 
- narchies, the fot mer oceupycd by the CAſſyrians and 


OO DI ET OT ROT Ow 


eMed:r,theother, by the Aredesand Perſians, indured [ 


both bur the ſpace of 495.ygares. The kinedome of the 


Greekes ,begunne Dy Seleurtss Necatar, liſted but the half | 


ſpace, or lefl&periode,to witte;about z45.ycares. Ree 
was governed by Kings, likewile by one of theſe lefle 


pertodcs,to wit;about 243 ,year. The /Concelles there- | 


after governed Romeby the tpace of an great period;to 


Palentinian the Third: one of theſe great Periodes, in 


whoſe time Romewas taken and ſacked: : Firſt by the | 
Gvithes,and thereafterby the Yandales: And atbeit imal. 
Icr kingdoms ofrimes benot fubjeRropreat murations, | 
yerthey haue alſo certaine fatal] periods of time, wher. 
in, either they are changed from their former eſtare, or | 
elsallurerly altered in newformes of governemet. For | 


witte, about 462:yeares. Thereafter indurcd the Mo- || 
narchie'of Emperours, from 7#lj Cefar the Firſt, to | 


by the ſpace of once of thele'great pertodes, Kings did | | 


raigne in CAtheres: By the like ſpace flouriſhed the. 
common-wealth of Sp4#14: -But the Kingdome of the | 
- Troianes, induredliftle morethen one of thelefle or | 
halfe great periodes. Many like charges may be found | 
in other Kingdomes, who lift diligently to reade the. 
auncient Hiſtories. But intime of the 13ſt of the foure. 


M onarchics, 1ccordin a tothe Prophecy of Daniel,vwas | | | 
raiſed vp.thareverlaſting kingdome,of the rrae Merſras | | 


Teſus Chrift; which albeit it hath no end, yetin timcof 


ir, many changes and mutations haue fallen,andare to 


| 
: 
: 
; 
i 


fall out inthe World, bothinthe eſtate of the Church, || 
and of carthly policies. Concerning the which, wee | 


hauc ſerfoorthia figure,by the propheticall Spitite of 
[1 obs 


| + 


14 


"otthatcycle: for theyearot thenativityof Chriſt 
y 18 | 
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Tohn, in his Revelation, in ſeaven Trurgpets, blowing 
by ſeaven Angels, the whole eſtate ofthe Church, vn- 
derthe kingdom of Chrilt;every blaſt of trumpet con- 
tcining the ſpace of one of thole les pertods,to wit, 245 


. yeares. Andlikewiſc,thetroubles & plagues that were 


to fall foorthin the world, vnder the figure of other 7. 
Angels,pouring out ſcaven Viols of the wrath of God 
ypon the earth and clements, tor not obeying the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, where-ancit,l wil remit the Readers to 
the profounde and learned Commentarics, of Toun 


Naz tx,vpon the Revelation, wherein the accidents of 


evcric particular periode of time,both in the one eſtate 
andin the other, are ſetoutatlarge.ltſhall luthce for 
this ſhorte Treatiſe,to haue poynted out theſe matters, 
toproouethis our fixte/propoſition , concerning the 
Sympathie of periodes of time, even from the begin, 
ning of the World, vnto theend thereof. Forwith the 
laſt blaſt ofthe Trumpetof the ſeaventh andilafte An- 
gel, byall appearance,the worlde is to take an ende,as 


1 mindetoſpeake more particularlie,in.theſcayenth & 


laſt propoſition. There arcalſootherperiodesof times 
vſedin reckoning of the yeares of the world, and of the 
right revolutions of theheaven: whereof,there betwa 


| that haueaſpecialreſpeR to Sabbaticall yeares:as that 


which is called, the great Cycle or period of the Iewes 
contciningthe ſpace of 6916. yeares, which is made vp 
of 988.weekes of yeares,and 14.1.1ubilees,with aweeke 
of ycares. It hath alſo 364, Cycles of the Moone, and 
247.0t rhe Sunne, and conteineth 1z.periodicall-Cy- 
cles of Dionyſw.By ittheTewescounte alltheir newe 
Moons & weck daies,& they ſuppoſeit reacheth rothe 
begining of the world but they ar deceved inthe ſpace 
of-190.years:alwaiſc this 1600 year of chrift isthe 5359 
was 
the 


\ 
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the 3760.yearof the ſame. The other cyclethat hathre- | 
ſpec ro Sabbatical years, is thatwhich is comonly cal- | | 
[cd the cycle or period of Dionyſias, coteining the ſpace | | 
of 5z2.ycars, which is made vp by multiplication of the 
Golden number: by the cycle of the Sun,tseotcined 76 
weeks of years. andby itthe Paſchal termes were recko- 
ned, Now by taking vpot this matter,wee ſee\alwaies, 
chat there are many great hid myſteries in rheniiber of 
9.not only by counting Sabbatical years & ubzlces,but 
alſo in reckoning of periods of years: as by the les peri- 
od, wherby lohy reckoncthin his Revelation, coreining 
35.weeks of years,& 5. /nbilees: & the greater period c0- 
reining 10.1ubilees,& 70. weeks of yeares, according to 
the reckoning of Daxie!.Morcover,many of al the my- 
ſteries, both of the Old & New Teſtament, bin copry- 
ſed vnder thenfiberof 7. as al the ſacrifices for the moſt 
part wer offred by feayens, as comonly by 7. bullocks, 
_ &7, Ramsor ſheep, which was obſerved amongſtthe 
people of Grd, buralfoby Balaem, that hyreling pro- 
phet,as we readin the book of Nawbers: & was allo y- 
ſed by ancient imitation of the ſacrifices of Gods peo- 
ple, by the profaine Gentiles, wheranent, the Pact Yireil 
bringeth wa theprophereſle, thus admoniſhing 
Aeneas, when he was to conſultthe Oracle of 7polls, 


Nunc greee de intadto ſeptem mattare iwvencos Ened.c. 


Praſiiteri totidem lect as ale more bibentes, 


Better it were ſeaven Bullockes now to take, 
Without blemiſh a facrifice to make: 
Scavenchoſengymmers oftheſbeepealſo, 
Accordingto therite of times ago. 
The principal feaſts or ſolemnitices of Gods people, la- 
ſed 7:days, and onthe #.dayc were diſſolyed.7daycs, 


the people did cat vnleavencdbiead atthe Patiover, - 
| | 2  |oGven || 


STO ; 
W7 


'. Prover, io 1 
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Seanen weekes werecounted berweene the Paſſtover 
and Penteeeſfl: Manicſt Feaftes were celebrated in the 


- 7,Mmongth, Andina miſteryallo ogtheark of Neah( which 


was a tigurs of the Church )- inthe feaycrth Moneth 
reſted vp 108 the Mountaings of Ararat ; : fgnitying the 
reftauration of all chin 25,0 betothe ſeaventh cltate of 
the Church, Likewile, Wiſedoms hath builded her hoaſe, 
with ſeauen Fillers: By hethouſc, wee vnderſtande the 
Church,and by-ker ſeavey Pillers ,thegifts. ofthe Spi- 
rite;by which the Churchlis eſtabliſhed: The whic h, 
albcit they be many, yet principally they are compre- 
hended vnder the number of. (caven, which allo, ate 
' figured , by ſeavenburning Lampes} and in.Exoge, by 
the ſeayen eraved Candlctickes. Likewite,in Zachary, 


the ſtone, whichis Chriſt, [hath ſcavcneyes, that goe 


Luk,s, 


Math, 7s. 
Luke 11 


S| o Yain,19 Pfalme, 7 © As © (0% ſervant rimes dey; Ard 


through thewhole world, Which is to be vnderſtood 
of Chriſt, lightning. the world by theſe manifold gra- 
ces of the Spirite: Or as others expound it, by rhe 
watching cies of Godsdivine providence. Many other 
like fi milicudes, taken from the number of ſeaven,may 
wegather out of the olde Teſtament zas from a divine 
number,and anumber of perfeRion. Likewiſr, in the 
nc Teſtame nr, by the [taven Deacons, whith were 
cleted by the Apoſtles, niay be fi anified a number of 

perfe&tion. And the wicked ſpirites alſo are numbred 
by ſeaycns,when itis ſaid, qbat Chriſt cjeed our of Ma- 
ric Magdalc e ſcnen Devils, and inan other place, how 
when the unclear ſpirite fp out of a man hee notth about 


ſeeking reſt, and when he va aone, hee paſſerh and taketh 


wVnlo him feaven ether Spirites wor { chew himſclfe , ard re- 
turneth to his {ormer bolwaten . Northatin all places 
of Scripture, thenumber of ſeaven is taken fora certain 
 &preciſe aumberiFol weknow . whenitisfaid in the 


when 
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when Chriſt ſaideto Pur =x., 7 hatbeſhouldſorgine ET 
bi brother , not onelye ſeeven Linney; but ſeaventy iames Luk, te b 
feaven rims, the meaning is of many tmes, Yet tlic 
{caven folde number vofr-umes allo is taken fora Cer- 
taine number, as in many places before cited, and 
namely, alm: ft brough the whole Revelation, the 
divine Spirizc, 1 Lo a », ſetterh out the eſtate ofthe 
Church, by the manifold numbers of fcaven. As firſt 
he 1s comminded to write to ſeaven Churcnes in Aſia, 
wnder the figure of fe caven Golden caridleflicks,on 10 1he [ra- 
wen Angels, are the miniſters thereof fiaured, by ſeawcs 
Bars in therieht hand of Chriſt: Next,we hauethe book 
cloſed with ſeavenſealr,vehich lignityeth,the hid miſte« ch,;|: 
rics of God opened by Chritt, where the opening of *c- 
everie feale, conteineth the preciſe ſpace of ſeaven - 
yeares:Aslikewile, T ve ſeaven Angels, withtheir ſeaves | 
Trumpets, and ſeauen Yiols, everie one of them (as was - 
declared before) conteine the {pace of fiue times "Y 
yen weekes of years. As alſo may be vaderſtoos of the | 
ſeaver thunders, By every of them,are atlea(t,of the firſt Chap, @-- 
three, Ffeaven-timeſeavyen yeares, 'thar 1S, the ſpace of FA 
ane Iu#ilee. There is amyſteric ailo', inthe leaven 
heades and ſeaven Crownes ofthe beaſte, ferout in 
the rwelfr Chaprer, which with the reſte, Treſerrero 
the-learned expoſitionotToaun Nartn,vpon the Re- 
velution betore mentioned, By all which ftmilitudes & 
reckonings,& many mon , we may perceinenotonlic 
of the number of [caven,to contein great miſteries,bue, | | 
alſoto be anamber of ſuch perfe@tion, thatycars, times | "1 EY 

and ortier accidents,bee ſpeciaily courted thereby, As || 
alſo(if I w ouldinfiſt) thelike may be founde in rmanie. 
natural! thinges,borh in heaven and earth. Ax in the | 
heavens, the ſeaven Planets havetheir ſeaven ſeyerall | 
courtes, which worke great operations in the in —_— 
3 | Ele- 
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Elements: Likewiſe, amongſtrhe fixed ſtarres,there be 
7.called Plezades, and other 7. Hyades, and the two Po. 
lare {mages, called Vrſa mater & Vrſa minor , conteine 
either of them 7.ſtars, And inthe earth there be 7.prin- 
cipal habitable climares. The ſtature of mans -body, is 
ot 7.to0tc,with many other ſuch-like. Bur it thal ſuffice 


here to make ancnd. 


SE&vENTH PROPOSITION. 


of the eſtate of this preſent 1 4 00.yeare of Chriſt in particular: 
And that there i: an apprarent dangeross alteration,ta 
fall out therem,and within few yeares thereafter, 
Heeltate of this prelent 1600, yeare of Chriſt in 
particular (which tnooved me to write this Trea- 
tiſe)1snow to be contidered which(as was declared)is 
from the creation ofthe world the 5 548.year,coteinin 
992. weekes of years: & for od years, it conteineth alſo 
113.1#bilces,& 11 fingle yeares. For before the 71.yeare 
of Chriſt, were paſſed 82:/ub;ees: and from thence to 
our time,to wit,to 1589. year of Chriſt, z1.7«b:lees.Sig- 
nifyed bythe Evangeliſt lohn,jin his Revelation, by the 


ſpace of the blowing of the z. trumpets,every trumpet 
conteining 245. years.Sothat this 1600. yeare,isthe 60 


yeare of the blaſt of the ſcaventh & laſt erumpet:for to 
thecompleiting ot this 7. & laſt blaſt & yeares thereof, 
there wil be from the creation of the world 117. thbilees 
that is, 819. weeks of ycears,& 5733.{ingle yeares, which 

wilextend tothe yearof Chriſt 1785.yearsifthewor'd 
ſhal continue ſolong. But the time by great probab.li- 
ric, & good arguments, is tobe abbreviat, forthe ElcQ 
ſake. This 1600, yeare.then may juſtly be called 2 yeare 
of the decaying and fading age of the world tor ma- 
ny reaſons. Firſt, becauſeall things that approch ncere 


an end, are faideto itn and fayle, as it comracth 5 
paſſc 
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paſſe inthis yeare, by the preceeding reckoning. For if 
the reckoning tallnor, the prophetic in the Revelation, | 
cannot fayle, where it is written, That the Angell that wo 
ſteod vppon the ſea and earth, haning the booke in his hawde, 
ſware by him that liueth for ener more which created the hea- 
wven,earth,and (ea,and all things conteined therein that time 
{halbe no more. Butin the dayes of the voyce ofthe [eas 
venth Angell, when he is troblow, even themyſteryof 
God ſhall be finiſhed, as hee hath declared to his ſer- 
'yants the Prophets. Now the ſeaventh Angel hath be- 
gunnealtcadic to blow his trumpet by our reckoning, 
inthe 1541. yearceof Chriſt by-gan,and now the voyce 
ofthattrumper ſti}l{ounderh inour eares, willing vs to 
prepare vs for thatgreat day of the Lordes judgement. 
Secondly, becau't the fignes & tokens forestold,aſwel 
our Saviour himſeltc;as by the Prophets,andname- 
ly, by theSpirite of God inthe Reve/ation,that were to 
proceed that great judgemente, arefor the moſt parte 
already come to paſle and accompliſhed . Concer- 
ning the which, when as the Apoſtles asked of our 
Maiſter Chriſt,hee tore-warneth them of ſeaven. For 
they demaunded him of three queſtions, to witt,vhew 
ſhall be the deſtrudtion of the T emple and cittie of Teryſalem? 
What ſhould be theſigne of his comming? and of tht ende of q\ , 
the Worlde ? He maketh his aun{werein two,refolving Mark/13. 
all theſe three queſtiones , by the two-rimes of his ©2324 
comming in the Worlde : Whereof, the former was | 
of his firſt comming inthe fleſh;&the other in his lat- 
ter comming to judgement; For the ſignes, both of 
the oncandthe other, he dechareth to be alike.[Theres 
fore(ſayeth he) Yerely If vnto you thegeneration ſhall Math, 24, 
not paſſe til all theſe things ve fulfilled: And araive, there be || 
fame here ſtanding that ſhall not raift ofarath gil all be done. 
Foralbeir,the fignes thar preceed the latter jucgenres > 
& | = 
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ET --; by cxtraordinayy , yet they were not to bee.vnlike to 
* them that were at his rſt comming in thefleſh:as-hee 
USES deducerth chem by the particulars. Firſt ({aycth hee } 
WL there (hal come falſe Ghriſts andſaiſeprophets:$0 was there 
Wl in his firſt comming, Beachovad, alias Barcnelbay,, who 
To - .  fcined himlelte tro beMegſies: Ang [84s Galzleus and 
© an, _ Thendas, withotherfalſe Prophets: Andinthis laſte 
comming likewiſe, The [Romance Antichriit,viurping 


=: Chriſt his authoriry;And the let of the leſartes,tallcly 
; ED”. taking ther namefrom Ic{us,but more wortnhie to take 
==. it from Indas Iſchariot, with the Avabaptiſies, Lrbertiner, 


and many other falſe Prophets. Secondly,wherehee 
= faycth,T here ſhall be hattelles, and rumears of battelles, 
We _ withpeſtilence, famine and carih-quakes, indivers places. 
2} So was it found eſpecially athis firſt commingamong 
EY. the ewes, rebelling againſt theRamancs, by whome 
_ RR they and their common-wealth, were final 'y viter]y 0- 
$7 _ ver-throwen: And what famine was in the Cirttie of 
EN: leruſalemywith peſtience and ſtrangedcathes:ye may 
reade in 19ſephns de bells Indaico.S0o in theſe latter daies, 
whar warres have bene, and yet continue: Nation rys | 
ſing againſt Nation,andkingdome againſt kingdome, 
even amongſt vs Chriſtians, the fearetull cffeRs can 
declare, whereby weappeare to be madea pray tothe 
Tyranny of the Turke, vnlefſe Godof his mercybridle 
his furie. As to the Peſtilence, Famine, and earthquaks 
5 & ſuch thinges, were in the firſt comming of Chriſt, as 
be. namecly,the famine whereof £42abwthe Prophertore 
| | warned, as that terrible Earrth-quake; that was: in- the 
time that Chriſt ſuffered, with other the like plagues: 
So we haue ſcene, &daylic ſce,many ſuch feareftulac: 
cidents, more grievoufly vexing the World nor ever 
they did manie yeares gf before, The third fine, is 


— | petſecutionof theſervantsof God, and eſpecially, of 
| thoſe 


F 
o 
- 
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thoſe that forcſhewe faithfully the Goſpellof Chrift, 
2s. it was in his firſt comming: So isitnotour, what in- 


nocent blood hath bene ſhed, for renewing the true. H 


Preaching of the Goſpell in ourdayes: becauſe theſe 
things are in recente memory,vppon the particulars, I 


necd notto inſiſt. The fourth ſigne,fore-tolde by our | | 


Maiſter Chrift,istheabundance of iniquitie,that ſhuld 


accompany both his commings, which with thereſte 


ot the ſignes of his firſt comming, is properly to beap- | 
plyed 0 the Nation of the Iew&s, whote iniquitics a- 

ric tofach exceeding meaſure,that to overcome all 
the reſt, they regardednot to Crucife the Sonne of 


God. Andnowcin thele latter dayes, vniverſally a- 
mongſt ys Chriſtians, whatabundance ofall impictie 
and wickednes, what vnkindly dealing,what vntruth? | 


Yea, amongſt the better fort, who is not cither cold or | 


careleflc{I neede not ſeeke examples,they are ſo ryfe. 


The fattfigne is, the Preaching of the Goſpell vniver-. 
fally, the which, makcthall the other fignes to worke 
effecually.For theſe figns otherwiſe being natural,or 
after a maner common, being joyried with the Word, | 
are made Sacraments; as was the Rayne-bow, in the. 
dayes of Nech: ſignifying,that there ſhould not bean 
_ oetherlike Roud todeftroy the whole world: ſoin theſe: 
latter times, ſuch fignes preceeding Chriſt his latter - 
comming, and theirfignifications,declared by his Go- 
ſpell, prognofticate vndoubredly his latter comming. 
tojudge the world by fyre. Foras it was in the dayes. 
of Nedb, when a merveilous ſecurity was inthe world; 
notwithſtanding, the Preaching of Noah, andprepara- 
tion of his arke: Andas the Preaching of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles was ſecurely conteroned by the Terwes, : $6 
now a dayes, the cleare light of the Goſpellſhininga- 
zaineto the RINIENDY all men without nA 
cle 


- 
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cuſe worketh no m>rein/the minds ofthe moſtparte, 
then it were raw fleth, which cannot digeſt vp6 a !oth- 
ſoine ſtomack. And as to the fixt token ofſignes tn the 
Sun,the Moone, & the ſtars; & concerning the ſhaking 
& mooving ofthe powers of the heaven , fuch thinges 
appeared inthe firſt coming of Chriſt, whenthat moſt 
Emous ſtar appeared, which declared to the Wile: men 
Chriſt his birrh :- & whenthat extraordinary darknes 
fel vpon the land of 1adea,in time of his ſuffring, which 
albeit, I rake it notro have |bin an Eclipſe of the Sun, 
_ byinterpoſition of the Moone, berween it & theearrh 
_ (whichcouldnotthen be, withoutthe whole motions 
of the heaven had bin changed) yer was it an evidenre 
darknes, both in-the Sun & in theaire, throughour all 
od. ro, the Land of ſ#das. The like whereof, wasin Zgypr v- 
_ _niuerſally,cxcept where the Children of Tfracl remay- 
ned, being the ninth plague wherewith the Lord ſmot 
thatthand. Now likewiſe haue we feen-in our daycs,di- 
vers apparitions in the heayen,namely,tharmoſt nora- 
bleſtar or comete, which appeared inthe yezre of our 
Lord 1572.moſtcleare,withourany ſpawting haires or 
beamesfromit,the which the moſtlearned did take for 
2 ſigne of the approchingot the Lord tojudgemente 
againſt the bloudy tyrants ofthe carth, & namely, that 
Herode of France, We haue alſo ſecne now larely,rhat 


_ grear Eclipſe of theSanne|, the r5g8:yeare, whereof 
the effe yet continueth. | Andas..tothe commotion 
orſhaking of the powers of the heaven , Fſhew of be- 
fore, how the fignes arc changed from their former 
places: ſorthat CAries is come to Tawrns, and Taurns 
to Gemin; for the moſt parte, and ſo foorth the reſte: 
To ſpeake of the Trizaves, andegreat conjun@iones, I 
will not now enter: For I ſuppoſe the force thereof 
a be now greailie debilitate;by reaſqn of the .alters- 
| t10n 


{od 
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ton of the fignes, and folcaue the diſcourſe toothers, 
T i {cayentts and laſt figne, is of the comming of the 
Sunneof man, Chriſt bimlclte, who as hee appeared 
in his humanitie, taking ypon him our nature, where» 
in he ſuffered tor our finnes: So is heto appeate inthe 
cloudcs, in his ſeconde comming, fcarctull to the wice 
ked,and comtortable to the Ele&te: The which fſea- 
yenth ſigne reſteth onelie to come : For other ſixe ts 
2 manner are come alreadie,albeit it may be, they ap- 
pcarc morecvident hercatter. Alwaies, wee {ce howe 
the fignes of the firſt and ſecond comming of Chriſt 
do agree, fo farreas wee haue yet ſcene. And as for 
this preſent yeare, and yearcs ſhortlic ro come here- 
after, there appeares no leſſe, bur rather greatermuta- 
tiones yet to follow, which may bee the thirde cvi- 
dencie and argument, of the approching of the lat- 
ter daie., For asto thefignes of the heaven, ſomanie 
_ andſ{ogreate Eclipſes, namelie, of the Sunne, hauc 
Rot bene ſcene}, theſemanie yeares by-gane, as ſhall 
be within fixe yeares to come: What other heavenlie 
tokens wilbe anncxed thereto,the Lord knoweth, But 
this I ſec, that after or before the effeRe-of one E-. 
cliple be ended, immediatlie falleth out an other, | 
as this preſente 1600. ycares,at the ende of the effece. 
working of that Eclipſe , which was inthe 1598. 
yeare : ſignifying, and bringing greate Windesand 

drought. In the ende of leave, falleth out aa other E- 

clipſe of the Sunneand lofoorthin the reft. Asto 0+ 
ther particulars, that arc to fallfoorth this yeare ,I will 

ſpeake ſparingly thereof: for I pretend notthe Spirite 

of prophecy,neither do I depend much vpon the con- 
jeures of AH[{rologues, notwithſtanding, I ſhall recite 

that which I findein others, concerningtheeſtate of. 


this yeare, and certaine yeares following,& TL x 


"— 
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ſhortely declare mine owne opinion ,following the 
grounds which | haucalready laid.I readein the Trea- 
tiſe, called, The ſeconde comming of Chriſte , whereof, 
Scheltco a Generen 15 the aluthor; Tis conjeRure,that a- 


| boutrhis 1500.yeare,ſhall be the endoftheperiode of 


the Papiſticall kingdome. But he taketh vp his periods 
by full 500.years, whereas by ofir reckoning, the grea- 


er period,conteineth only 490.yeares. And againe,he 


counteth from the creation of the world,to- this, 1600 
yearc of Chriſt 5552. yeares, more then our former 
count, 14. yeares. So tharthere will bea difference be- 
tweene our reckonings of 44.yeares,but the matter 8 
ſpace is not great inſubſtance. Fordoubrleſſe,chat An- 


. tichriſtiankingdome;,as it hath begun alr ady to fall,ſo 


ſhortly ſhall itcome to viter ruine . For Babylo# muſte 
needes fall, according to the Prophecicof the Reve/s- 
#50n.Inthe which, we findealſo, at the end of the: 14. 
Chapter,this number of : 600, where it is ſaid, That the 
Vine.-preſſe of Godswrath wes troden without the Cittie, and 


' blood come out of it go the harſe bridies, by the ſpace of 1090, 


Pades or furlungs, This number , ſome ofthe learned 
ynderſtandeto be meant of yeares, as thoughafter the 
out-running of 1600.yeares, the end ſhalbe, when the 
wicked ſhalbe tormenredin hell,after the fimilitudeof 
a woundrous greatbloud:ſhedinthe{held. Burinwy 
judgement, that number is ratherto be vnderſtood, of 
a ſpace of grounde, conteining ſo many Fur-longs or 
ſtades.For there being cight Furlongs in amyle of our 
reckoning, they come to 200. of our common myles, 


which was the longeſt reaching of the boundes of the 


Land of Iſrael. For by the| citie , is ſignifyed Spirirualt 
Terufalem, the Church of God, within the which,the 
EleR and godly are conteined : And the rredding of 
the vine-prelle without the Citric , is meantc of them 
Fs I that. 
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that are out ofthe true Church, whicharcinafargre- | | why 
trnumber,vypon whom oods wrath doth fal,asit wer, | | 
compreherding the whole {pace ofthe Land, withour 
the c111e: Butto returne to that Treatiſe,of the ferad | | 
comming of Corift, theauihor infiſteth very muchvp= | _. 
on thenumber of 5555.trom the creation of the world, 
which after hisreekoning,cndeth inthe year of Chriſt” 
1593.yeares;butafter our count.the 1607.yeare: ofthe | 
which number,he gathercth a great myſterie: Becauſe | 
it contcinerh, both an Arithmuaical! & Geometrical pros | 
portion of numbers,towit, an Arithmeticall,inprocee- 
ding by Foure fiues, anda Grometrical, by reaſonthe 
parts therot are made vp in progres,by multiplication 
of 10. As fiue-rimesren,mak,g0.ten-times z0.mak 500 , - 
&ren times 500.make 5000.Orit ye like toproceed the | 
cotrary way,the tenth part of 5000.1is 500. & the tenth | 
parrof 500.is 50.& thetenth part of 50.1is 5. wherofhe | 
gathereth,thatafterthe copleiring of 5555-years,fro the 
Worldescrcation,thereſhall fall toorth- a merveylous | 
change of the eſtateof the World,as indeed there was | 
not {ucha concurrence of numbers, fincetheyeare of 
Chriſt 496. Neitherſhall the like ſo long asthe World | 
laſteth. Now becauſe of the perfeRion of thenumber 
of Fue;aboucorther numbers, it comprehendeth in it, | 
all vnitics, of the which, al! other nnmbersdo conſiſte, | 

be they eauenor odde:and becauſe,diſtributiue juſtice 

Ntandeth in Geamesrical proportion, heegathereth and. 

ſuppoſeth, that the Lord God, maker and governour 
ofallthings. by this proportionableagreeingot num-! | / | 
bers,would l-ade vs to a certaine deepe conſideration | 7 
ofa perfite expyring and ende of all thinges: | So that] 7 | 
hee truſteth, the comming of theSonneof GO Dro | 

judgment ſhortly thercafterro infue. Torhe which, 


headdeth many other arguments and conjettures ay 
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the ſame purpoſe. As ro me albeit] like not ro follow 


_ any Pythagoricalſuperſtitin,in obſervation of num- 


bers,yetin {o taras we may haucany good ground vut 


| of holy Scriptures orevident realon. For tuch recko- 


ning,l thinkienotaltogetherto be refuſed, having the 
concurrence of othergood teſtimonies, to contirme 


'theſame. As indeed,therc appeares to be ſome greare 


myſteric in the conjoyning of ſy manic fiues/to-ge- 


ther. Forbeforcit, or with it,the manifolde Eclipics 
_ tharareto fall our, with their effeQs,and (pecially, that 
fearefull Eclipſe of the 1605.yeare,, wherein the Sun 


ſhall be allutterlice darkned at Noone-daie, whereof 


_ theeffeRes ſhal. continue cerrtaine yeares thereafter, 


pretende great mutations and perturbariones roenſue 
in thoſe few ycares following ; As warres,ſeditiones, 
peſtilences, famine, with many other grievous cala- 
mitics, and Trapicall eycntes;{uch as treaſons,conſpi- 
racies;ſo thatfew menmay.cruſte one an other, where» 
with the common fociericof men. , is like tobe diffol.. 
ved, and alllicenciovus libertie to wickedneſe to haue 
place. And ſhortlie, Loye to waxe colde,and ſclfe-loue 
to waxe hote, with all other {uchenormirtes and cor- 


_ ruptiones, as the Apoſtle Pa v uz prophecieth to fall 


foorth in the latter dayes in his Epiſtles: And namely, 


*-Tim. 3.51 matters of Religion;new ſeResand hercſies, ſhall a» 


ryſe,with a werveilous defection from the faith,accor- 
dine to the wordes of our Maiſter Chriſt , Whenihe 


| Sonne of man ſhall come byleenc yee he ſhall finde ith in the 
 eartheBut the moſt evident teſtimonic ofall, isthe a- 


greementofrhoſe ſaid heavenly ſignes, withthe pro 
phecies of the Revelation of thefixt and ſeventh trum 
pets. For the end of the fixt rrumpetand Viale, andthe 
beginning of the ſeaventh (vnder whichnow wearc) 
agree together, asthey docin allthereite. N ik the 

| | Umme 
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ſumme of all thoſe tokens and fignes, is to declare, 
how when God icndeth his Worde, and Preachers 
ofthe. Goſpell in the worlde, menrefuling the ſame, 
aretormented with warres, and manic other calami. 
ties, and that by his juſtc judgement. This ts meant 
firſt generally , by opening ot theſeaven ſeales ofthe 


cloſed booke. For at the firit ſeale opening, the white. 


Preaching of the Evangel.Atthe ſecond feale opening 


thered horſe, with hisrydar, betokeneth the ſworde, 


blood,and battel, which God fendeth in the V Yorld, 
being diſobedientto the preaching of the-Goſpel.Like 
wiſe,the black-horſe,with hiszidar,2ndthe ballance ia 
hishande,at the opening of the thirde feale,fignityerh 
dearth & famin;ſent for rhe ſame cauſe. and the fourth 
horſe, being of pale colour, with his ridar Death,atthe 


opening-of the fourth ſeale, declareththe plague of 


ſilence, andother deadly diſcales, puniſhing mens 
rebcllion anddiſobedience tothe Hoſpell.Atthe opes 
ningof the fifrſcate: The Saintes & Martyrs, for the res 
ſtimonie of thetrueth,craue revenge at Gods hand,for 
the innocent ſhedding of theirbluud. Arthefixr feale 
opening,the great earth-quake,with obſcurati6 ofthe 
Sunne, and the reſte of the ſtones therein ſpecified,de- 
claregreattroubles in genera], corruption & darkning 
ofthetruth,with bloudy perſecutis, &throwing down 
of the Miniſters ofthe Goſpell,forhat the Church'did 
- Jurke in obſcurity foratime,and many made defection 
fromthe Romane Empyre. But inthe meane time, 
G O D had his ſcrvantes marked, as is ſpecified in the 
ſcaventh chapter.Finally,atthe ſeaventh ſeale opening 
the (ilencefor halfe an houre,ftgnifyeth.a little reſt by 
God.oraunted rohis Church, inthc middeſt; of theſe 
troubles: Andthere-with, is declared, howe {5 © D 
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' horſe, and theryder,with his bow bent,ſignifyeth,the Apoc 
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accepted the prayers of his Saintes,off:1cd by Chrift, 
All cheſe thinges(l lay) \teſtifiein genegal, rhtefiate of 


the Church,and iuch troubles as auc tallen foorth in 
all ages & periodes of time,the beginning oi the Prea- 


' chirzg 6ithe Golpeit,&.yct conuwur in on daics, For 


theend is not yet comme. And the cftare of the Church 
is1ike to the lelte almoſt in all zges : But hy the blow- 
ing of the ſ{caven trumpets, alluigg tothe [p6;ires of 
the Iewes,we vnderſtand the particular cſtare of every - 
periode oftime, fincethefirſt Preaching otthe Gotpel, 
gs partly was declared before. Of the waich periodes, 
weeare now into the ſeventh and laſt,co witin the be- 
ginning thereof, which hath affinitie and ſimilitude, 
with the cndeof the formerfſixt periode and blaſt of 
Trumpet. Thereforc,ceaſing now to make diſcourſcin 
particular ofthe firſt foure blaſts of the Trumpet.wher 
in the firſt plague of hajle & fyre mingled with bloud, 
dath fignifie, acertaine vameete temperature of colde 
and hcate of men, itireceiving the Goſpell, with min- 
pled bloudy perſecutiqn of the tyrantes of the earth, 
And the ſeconde,of the burning mountaine, caſt into 
the ſea, may fignific, the greate perſecutor, Diocletian 
being laſt of theſe emperors,with his fterie rage againſt 
the wavering mult: ude of chriſtians, of whs,the third 
part were cither deſtroyed,or yeelded to his tyrannie, 
Thethird rrfiper likewiſe, making mention of a greate 
ſtar falling from heaven , doth prop-rly ſignific trims, 
who with his bitter herclie, againſt che divinity of the 
Son of 50d, infe&ed rhe pure fountainsoftheword of 

- God.And wherirt is ſaid. thatat the blaſte of thefourth 
erump. t,thethirdparte of the Sunne, the Moone.and 
Starres were {mirten; Wee vnderſtatd,thelight of the 
.pureGoſpel,with the Miniſters therof to hauc binin a 
great part obſcured inthat ſaure periode of time. Of 
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theſe things (1 fay)1 wil notnowe intreate in particu- 
_ lar bur come tothelaſt three blaſtes of trumpet;contei- | 


ning three woes, thatis, three more fearctull plagues! | 


rthen the former . The. commeth the fiftblaſt, and firſt Apoc 
woe, about the 1051. yeare of Chriſt,v hercin aercate | 
ſtarr fallerh from heaven, to whom was given the krye | 
ofthe bottoraleſſe-pit j out of the which, aroſe a gtear | 
and dark ſmoke.and out of the {ſmoke Locuſtes, which | 
are deſcribed at length in the text, This flarte I take | 
vndoubtedly, to fignifie the Pope, with his feyned | 
keyes, whereby he pretendethto hayc power to Linde | 
& louſe, not only inthe earth, but alſo to deliver niens | 
ſoules out of Purgatoric, with the ſmoke of falſe docs | 
trine:andthe Locuſtes,to fignific-his corrupted Clers | 
eic, .nd{warmes of C oyſters, whoarefſettoorth with | 
their lively colours & propertics,that, no man.can de-: 
ny to 2gree wel vntorhicm . This ſtar may alſo fignifie, | 
Mabomct that falſe prophet, with his corrupted Alcoram 
and Monkes of his{cRe. Alwaies,the remanent of this 
firſt worgy et troubleth theworld, albcit this Antichris 
fliatiand Þ apiſticall kingdome , in a parte hath gots! 

_ tenagreatfal:Therefore we come tothe ſixt trumpet, 

' which begouth to be blowen,aboutthe year of Chriſt 
1296, wherein the fourc Angels were louſed from the 
doid Eaphrates,which is moſt conveniently interprete. 
of the four great © Mhometave nations,comming from! 
the Eaſt,towitte,the _1rabianes,Saracenes, Twrkes, and 
| if. ortarianes, with the infinite number of their Horſe- 
men, ay ready for battel, with xfuriousand fyric rages 
& namly, that bloudy Nation of the T arkes,who now | 
hath the dominion overthe reſt,and overa great parte 


ofthe Earth.This is the ſecond woe, w! hereof this day 


ſtill we haue experience: Toun hereforelayeth, hee 


{aw wtheſc horſes lovg before in aviſion,with them ; hat 
EE; ate | 


Ys 
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fate vpon them, havihg/fyerie habbergeons;and of Ia- 


cynih & brunſtoine, & tharot the fyery imoke & brim 
ſtone,therhird part of men werekilled:which may wel 


| fienific their goodoes &artillery; bythe which devil- 


liſh :nventio,a great partof men of the world, arc daily 


 murthered, ſhutrourar theirmouthes &fycred at their 
_ tayles.. This plague then being one of the [alt plagues, 


ws, 


 tgnityedaliom powring our of the ſixt Viole'vps the 


grear river Euphrates to dryirvp,that is,to take away all 
impediments, & to giueſplace inthe wiath of God, to 


| ethas of the Eaſt] to invade Exrope,; ccaſeth nor this 


day to continue, & is appearant to continue wich great 


. + Fage,this inſtant, 3690. yeare,& certain years hercafter, 


concurring with the threatning {ignes of the heavens, 
whereof | haue already ſpoken. Andthecauſe thereof, 
isevidet: Becauſe(as it Alowerth i in the text)T he reſt of 

men which are not already killed by theſe plagues hk nt 

their morkes oftheir hants, that they \onld not worſhip di- 
wels & doſes of Gold andaf/ f ilver,of braſſe and ſtone, and a 
wood which neither can ſeeneither heare,nor goe: expreſlely 
damning the Papiſtes, which yet remainein their Ido+ 


latrie..#5 alſo theſe repenteth not of their murtherine of the 


Sainte of God,nor of their ſpreeries neither their fornications 
nor of theirthieſt Inthe whichthey , and other feyned 
Chriſtians amongs vs fill are involved: Porthe which 
cauſes followeth the thitd & laſt woe, with the blaſt of 


1 the 7.tr nmpet, which begouth ro blow about the 1541 


yearof Chiiſt.Bur before this laſt woe fal out: the Lord 


by the Angelof his covenant Ieſus Chriſt, of his great 


goodnes, offreth to the world,tht book of his new Te- 
ſament, & willeth the ſfametobe preached by his Mi- 
niſters: 6 wit ththat to oyrgreate6fort,thetruechurch 
is meaſured,& the ele 3r marked, ſothat Satan &the 
tyrants of tie world,cigot hinder their ſalyarion, The 

finally 
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finally commeth thelaſt plague & woe, vpon-infidels | | 
8 1mpenitent ſinners, ſuddeny & vnlooked for, when ! | | 
they with their head, rhe divell ſhall paſſe with manie | | | 
woes vnto everlaſting torment, but thisſhalnotbe tl | | || 
_ the ſecond wore, be viterly conſumed & paſt, with tae. 
dependancesmerof,whichai fignifyed inthe leayenth | 
_ blaſt;by a woundertull-grcatEarth. quake, with light- 
nings and voyces, and thundrings, with much|haue. 
Thelike whercof isrepeated,in powring of the ſgavent | | || 
viole of 6ods wrath, where itisfaidalſ{o.yhat thehailmes | 
_ great like talents that fell ont of heanen vpon men, ſo thatthye | | 
blaſphemes God , becanſe of the plagne of the haile , it was ſo 
great, By which figures, the Spirite of God will vitcr 


vnto vs,the greatdeſtruction of his enemies, with ſuch. 
as hoid ſti]the beaſts mark, & have no graceto repente 
in theſe laſt dazes. For of before,thethundering oi Gods 
word, called all men to repentance, and to obedience 
of the Goſpell, with ay amiable andloving voyce. But. 
now finally ſuch 2s will not come out of Babylon, nor 
repent their wicked lines; by Gods juſt judgement,are 
' threarned with an orher kinde of thundring, rowitte, 
with horible puniſhmer,alludingty theſe fimilituds rs | | 
the overthrow of Sodome,& tothe wordsof the Pſalmift 51 0 - 
where heſaieth, »pon the wicked,God (bal raine ſnares fyre | | 
G& brimſlone and formic tempeſts. Itis more-overaddeds || 
in powrng out of the ſeaventhviole inthe aire(whers FP: | | 
by 1s tgnitycda great perturbation of al the elements) | 
that there was ſuch an Earth-quake,thatthe like had | 
neyer bene. Theſerempeſtes 1n the aire, may both- [| 
be vaderſtoodeliterallieand Spiritually, Forli terallyg. || 
our Maiſter Chriſt fore-warneth vs of the like, where 
he teſtiſyeth,that before his lacter comming, the pow- 
_ ers of the heauen ſhalbe moyed: &ſpiritually,the mo+ + |- 
_ vingofthe aire &rhegreat earthquakſignific ſuchac6- * | 
fultoot al things inthe world, thatthe lik hathrqor bin” (|| 
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_ ſeeneofdbefore: Andby the much and vehement great 
_hatlezis meantrhe grear coldnes of loue that now wee 


ſeein the world;as alfo it was fore roldby ohr Saviour 
Chriſt: And by tis Apo: He Pavie, [peeking of ſelfe- 
loue, and lackofzcaleinRcligton, which maketh men 
£0 deſpiſe God and godlinefle, and to blaſpheme a- 
oainſt 1! ic Goſpel, 1nd Preachersthereof,which plague 


5 now(al. 15)dotheveric where increaſe, Andi tis added 


furtherin therexr of [oun,that the great citic was di- 
vided into three parts;By this cicic (90 doubt )is meant 
the externall face of rhe viſible Church, compoſed of 
truce profeſſors, Papiſtes, andHypoctites. [0 that we ſee 
therc (hall nor be a full and perfite vane of refigion,to 
the end of the World, Bur in the midde-time,we haue 
this ſolide comforre, |that arthe blaſt of the ſeaventh 
trumpet, the myſterie of Go}fhall be fulfilied roward 
his Saintes,and vreat joye ſhal be among theEleR, be- 
cauſerhe Kingdomes pfrhis world,arc our Lofds and 


- his Chriſts, :nd heſhal rajgne for evermore. And with 


this ſhall come the end of this world, which albeititbe 


 vncertaine,as touching the year,day and houre,when' 


itſhalbe,yct certainely it is not farre off, ſeeing al theſe 


tokens and others, ſpecified 1 in the Scripturts, arc al- - 


ready frilflled;,and thegreat Angell hath ſworne that 


_ thereſhal! betime no more : The Lord make vs readie 


for his comming, that wee may lift ypour heades 
from the yanitiesof this worlde, and waite 
- Fforthatday of our: Redemption: Come 
Lord leſus come. 


|.FINIS. 


wy + . ho " oo lian T. 


+ true Chriſtians,gatbercdyponthe words of 
tne 4 peſtle PAVLE [1-4 


Eph: Co,voſ 16. Co'oil 4. vel. 5, 
To redeeme gime,becanſe the dayes are eenill, 


Q D The creator and lutlor of. 
time, as hee hath appoynted all | 
things thatare doneinthe World | |: 
tobe meaſured thereby!; fo hath | | 
he ordayned, certaine limites and | 
bounds of time ;fome ſhort;ſome | | 
longer, vntothelife of eycry man | | 

in thiscarth,accordingas it iywtit- || 
teninTos, where heſaycth, Are no? the dayes of man, and b' 
the oy TR of his Moneths appoynted with thee [0 Lord I wdla 
thou haſt limited his bounds which he cannot paſſe ener. And. 
alittle before,to declare the ſhortnes of theſe bounds, 
he compareth the life of everie man thatis borneof a! | 
woman.to a flowre that ſuddenly ſhotethwp, ardis cutdown, | | 
andwanifhith away 44 0 [haddow, and crinnctbivel Like- a 
wiſe, Da v1v inthePſalme, compareth his dayes/Pfalm.39, 
to.an hand-breadth, and hewerh, how cv ery/man wal-| | 
keth,as1ina had: .difquieteth him (cle in vaine, 
heapeth vp riches, and cannot tell who ſhall eather Ly 
them. and Pindarms the Poet,to expres tot evriermoſt | | 
the btevitieand vncerraintie of man« life,compareth it | 
notonehieta a ſhaddow, bur'to the dre 21mC ofa ſhad- | 
dowe: And yct fois the corrupt naturc ofthe moſte, 


$—: port); | 


'ryennes yeares , isabout three {core and ten yeares: 


| fourceſcorcyeares, yet arc;they the more ſubjeR to 
-laboure and forrowe: hee maketh his ſupplication 


yer cannot rightlie reck9n the ſhorte rime and con- 


 counte by Arithmzticke all Faings, and even as the 
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partof men thatthey i imagineand dreame vnto them- 
{clnes, a ccrtaine falſe opinion of inmurtalitic intivis 
prelent moſt frayle andtranfitoric lite. And (as the 
ſame Poct laycth) acertaine preſumpreous hope,fo 
hath knit ypour mortal! members, that wee Imagine 
manje great matters in Our hrndex” and our fore 11ght 
hath fart endes. To refraynerhis vaine curioftic, the 
Prophet. Moſes, in theininetic Plalme, afcer that hee 


_ hath diſtribured he tcayle eftateoſmans life ,declaring 

ow they paſle azyaic, aflcepe, and as the;Grafle 
.thargrowcth in the M toing,and at the cucning 1s 
| withered awatc. 


And howe that commonlic, chelongeſt tearme of 


Andif fomcotgreaterſtrength, atcaſnetothe ageof 


vnto G OJ, that beewillteache vs to number our 
daycs, that wee maie applic our heartes vnto wiſe- 
dome: Whereby hee ſheweth, that none but they 
whome G O D of his «ſpecial! grace, doth illuminate 
by his Spirite, canne rightlie applic their hearrcs, to 
this true Wiſcdome, to confidder the brevitie of the 
ſhorte number, of the oy c9 wehauc hercin this Pre 


| ſent life, 


Therefore {deart brethreh and Chriſtians ) 'wee 
hane greatencede moft garneſtlicro call and crie varo 
GO D. that wee forger not this counte: Forthere bee 


manie that can make ereatreckonings of Jong times, 


and manic ycares that are paſte before them : _ And 


tinuance of their owne lives:yea, mca'wil reckon and 


Y cri 
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very. diſtance , betweene the Heaven and the Earth, 
and the moſte higheſt Starres : And yer onelic the 
tairhtull, (and they that put their candies in God) 
knowe the diſtance that is betweenethis ſhorte and 
tranſitorie life, - and that bleſſed and immortall life 
which hath no ende, vnatothe which wee are created, 
andro the which ende, this preſente like ought ro! bee 
directed. 

Fox, (.lcare brethren) let vs bat conſt ader the \ vant 


ticot the moſte parte-of menne in this poynte, how 


lirtele chey cſteeme. of the ſhorte time they are ro 
remayne in-this preſente and momentanevus life: 
Nort-with- {tanding,moſte, of all their vayne Pre rences 
and imaginationcs, is to compaſſethe whole Worlde, 
(it it were poſſible). and to doc greate wounders and 
aCtes therein. 


For time being {9 precious, and ſo highlie tr " re. | 
ecrded, in reſpecte of the ſhortneſſe of this life; that- 


GO D hath lente vs in thiswretched Worlde, and(as 


the Prophet Da v1 b: ſheweth vs moſte plainely and 


evidently, in the foure ſcoreand tench Palme), wee 
knowe x0! how ſoon 1he Lord ſhall: joye vio vs, Returne 
9ee ſores of Av a onto corruption. 


And more-over,time once being Joſt, cannot bea- || 
' gaine recovercd, for no Gofd nor price, yet is there. b* 
 norany thing where-of men are more prodigalliin fo. 


much, tharrhere is nothing whereof thzy regarde 
lefe the lafſe, yea, that which is worſe , the greater 
parte. of menne counte fo little of time thatfor 2 


ſhorre and tranfitorie paſsing of time in this life, | 
they loſe the ioyeand felicitie of thateverlaſt; ve life, | 


and perpetuall time, whereof commeth this ſpeeche 
£0monly vſcd ofthis World (pas time) ourby cormpt'o. 


of! | 
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- ' . of manersof men, who eſtecmlightly how time paſſerh 
oF awaie, ſo they may haue ſome vaine pleaſure in the 
"00 __. driftthereof. ,as a thing where with they be falſhed and 
> _____ wearied:Soweelſee, how the little time thatmen haue 
3381  . inthis life, for the moſt part is ſpent,to witte,in vanitic, 
_\" idlc neſſe, yea, over often ih vice and wickedneſle and 
W\- that little time which is beſtowed in vertue or podli- 
=. . nefle, is commonly moſt weariſome: As when men are 
od W-\ occupyed: -bethcy Magiſtrars Or judges, 19 hearing the 
— \ _  Plaintesof thepoore,andexecution of jultice;be they 
_ © infcriours orcrafteſ-men,or labourers; in doing their 
.- \  handie-worke,andappoyntedlabour, to ihe profit of 
= themſclues, and their tamglies : But in ſpcncing'ot it, 
Rl} \ which by tharmeants they winne, 35/indrinking, play- 
=_! ing;or vaine games,there is no hoe, nor faſsherieto be 
©.  occupyednight and day; and in martersof godlineſte, 
=: .* ec we not what faſshetic it is,cven to many,not ofthe”; 
- = _ . worſt ſort,to ſpend the ſpace of an houre,or little more 
Wh in hearing the word of Gad, wherein tande eh our fal- 
WA; vation, who will not itke nor tire toſit at table thriſe as 
1/598 long to feede the bodie? yea,oft-times,to over: burden 
1 ' ir with meate and 'drinke, to whome it is ſoirkſom, 
== | ſhorrer time to'haue their ſoulesfedde with that word 
> whichischemorepreciousand delicat food of eyerſa- 
=.” ſtinglife.V Vherfore,ſeing the moſt part of this world, 
Fa -.  regards{9litle oftime butpas itoverſolightly,to cheir 
WE - \ \orcat damnageand perrill of their own fovles: we,the | 
FN - - faithful, ought tobe tht morecarneſt, to exhoxr & ad- 
= 7 '  moniſhoue another, to occupy the ſhort time we have 
1. + heare,notasthe commonn'ſorte of carelefſe men yles: 
FRG burin ſuch waies, aswee may bee able (atleaſtin ſme 
WEN | meaſure) to give account to himthathes placed vs in 
ef \-  thiscarthas vppona skaffoldto play ouy parte:andif 
NY WS: we haue neglected or miſpentthe yine by-paſi,to rake 
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heedeto recoverthe loſſe thereof in times comming. 
Nowe this is the cauſe and ende wherefore Paxle in 
the words of our text,exhorted {o diligently the faith- 
full of his daies ,to redeem time by recovering the loſſe 
by-paſt,8& making much ofthetime preſent,8 ot time 
to come, {o long as they haue it,appreh@ding greedely 
the occaſto offred vnto them to do wel: and this the A- 


 poſtleſpeaketh to theGentiles of his time, being newly | 
converted to the knowlcedgeofthe Goſpell,havingre- | 
ſpc& to their-by-paſtlife and converſation, ipent inva- | | 


nitie, wickednefle and ignorance of God, according 


tothe which,tendeth that ſaying of Petey in his firſt E-. | 


piſtle,z.chap.verſe z.ashe writeth alſo of the fame mat- 
ter,ſaying, 11 * ſuff1cient for v5,that we hane ſpent the time 
paſt of the life after the luſts of the Gentiles, walking in wan- 
zonneſſe. luſtes, drankenneſſe,mm eluttonie, and in abhomine- 


ble idolatries: And this fame our Apoſtle, to thelike pur-. 


pole, in another place ſayeth,We know the tirae that the 


hogre i now toriſeſrom (leep.for our 08 pe n.is neartr then 


whe we belened the ni hti« paſt, the day s at hand: Lot ws 
therefore coſie awaie the workes of darkeneſſe, r4" jor on the 


armor of light that we may walk honefllie as in the daie,notin | 


elmttony & drunkenneſſe nor in ſtrife nor invying, not in || 
chambrinoes wantonnes,but to pat on the Lord Ieſias Chriſt, 


& take no thoght for thefleſh,to fulfill the luſts of 4. So here 
the meaning of the Apoſtle is, where he ſpeaketh of re- 


deeming of time, that the faithfulltake greate diligence | 
inthe recovering of that which is by-paſt andloſt, by 


walkitig more circamſpectlic and diligently, in the 
tradof godlines,in times comming,taking a fimilirude 
from wor!diy men, & worldly affairs: As ifa Merchant 
baving flipr & ſlept his buſineſſe, in not comming in 


duc time ro his marker, ſhould be put in remembrance | 


to be more vigilant in times comming, and vie more 


 dil-| 


4 


g8 
diligenceia verring his wares intimerocome,or asif 


that the time coulde notbe dedicateand conſecrateto 
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it were, to fore-warne vs not to be like vnthriftie ſpen- 


| ders wedde-ſerters of lande,who ſpend ryotouſly the 


money they take ypon it, & haue taken no heed topay 


| the yearely duetic,or annuel-rentto the creditors, but 


let irflip over, thelonger they ſo do,the Land is worſe 
to redceme, vnleſle they take better heede in time 
communyg . 
So they that drive time, to amende their liues 
from daye to dayc,and ſuffer themſeiues to be carryed 
awaicina cuſtomeand habice ofevill doing, repent 
over-late, when they cannotamend the former loſſe, 
Therefore the Apoſtle in the words preceeding, deli- 
reth the Epheſians, to take heedeto walk circum ſpectly.not as 
uch unwiſe men,but 45 thevviſe, and vnderſtand what the 
wvill of the Lordeis, Andas weeare madclight inthe 


Lorde, fo wee walke in the Light and fight of him 


and his Angelles, having*them as witneſles of all our 
doings: Al-be.it, nomortall man ſhould knowe the 


ſame, and ſoro become wiſer thenthe common ſorte 


of the Worlde, as being inſtructed in the Schooleof 


\ Chriſt,the fountaine ofall true wiſedome. This being 


theminde and meaning of the Apoſtle, concerning 
the redemption oftime, wee haue to marke the cauſe 
of this his carneſte admonition, which hee addeth 
immediatlic,{aying,Becanſe the dayes are ewvill, not that 
the dayes were evill ofthemſelues; but this heeſpea- 
keth,in reſpece of the time, and daungerous eſtate 


_ of Chriſtians in his dayes, the worlde being alſo then 


full of corruption, and.offences, and therefore more 
difficill to the faithful,to walke warilie therein,the Go- 


ſpell then having ſo manie adverſaries; and the Di- 


vellhim(elfe occupying atyrannic in the Worlde, ſo 


the. 
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AGE OF THE WORLD, | | 99 
the ſervice of GOD,vnleſſe the ſame wereinaman” | 
ner redeemed, & the loſt time by-paſt, bought againe & 
with the loſſe of worldlie pleaſurzs, and forſaking robe 01 
of the vntruntull workes of darkenefle : Seeking after 

 neweoccaltones of Godlinefſe , whichthe' Worlde 
and worldlings,by cuillexample, wouldplucke awaic 
from vs. And therefore he admonitheth the Collofſians ColbT. 4. 
likewiſeto walk warelic towards them that are with- 
out, redeeming the time, meaning toward the intidels, 
that they being mingled amongſt them, might nat 
onelie beware leaſtthey were defylied with their cor- 
rupt manner of living, and ſo by proceſle of time, be- 
comelike to theim,bur alſo to bewarerogiue them OC- 
cafion of ſlander by anyapearandevilenſample of life, 
thereby to make them to ſpeakeevil of the Goſpel,and 
alloto lee more cruel!l, and bente to perſecute them 
forthe Goſpelles ſake, therefore heewilleth tliem to 
redeeme thetime , by raking occaſion of well dooing 
Wherefoever he ſame was offered, and ſtrive againſt 
all impedimentes, and rhat becauſe ofthe evill dayes 
and preate corruptiones , that then FAgnenR in the 
World. 
Now, ifthe Apoſtlc had needein his dayes, 1 tovſe 
this cxhortation, howemuch more is it needefull in 
this corrupted age whercin weare ofthe which he 
ſame ApoſtlePa vr x, ſpeaketh vnto Timor x, 
inthe tecond Epiſtle the bird Chapter, inthis! man- 
ner, Knowe thew this, that in the taſte dayes, there ſhall 
bee peryellows times: For maine ſhall bee lowers of them- 
ſelnes , boaſters , proude, _ ſpeakers , diſſobedient 
to Parenter, un-thankfell wn-hole , wvichout naturall | 
affettion,truce-breakers, falſe accnſers, intemperat. fearce,de» | 
fſpifers of themwhich ave good,Traitours, heady, high-min- |. 
ded lovers of pleaſure more then of G 9 D, hating 4 ſhiw- | 
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of godlineſſe, but denying the power thereof, Turnea- 
__ way thertore(layth he) trom ſuch.Surely,if ever there 
_ wasany time {incethe beginning of the world, or any 


_ of men,alſoſhould infe@ the foules of thoſe that bee 
not ware with them, and that which is worſe,the Apo- 
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age where-into ſuch corruptions and maners of men 
abounded:this may bee hoJden the principall, where. 
vnto chantic is waxed could. andallkinde of 1n1quity 
waxed bote, and harh ſulll:bertie: And albeit the Apo- 
ſtlc in this place, 6y 442 Laſt timies, meancch ina manner 
the whotc eſtate of Chrilts kingdome, that was to fol. 
low his daycs,yerthe nearerthe Sunne draweth to a 

ende,the more danger and greater troubles no doubt 
were toenſew: Foras Qhrilt himiclte doth forewarne 
vs , Intheſe litter dayes fhall aryſe warres and tumnites of” 
warres.famine,peſtilence,perſrention for the Goſpell, with 0- 
ther calamities and inconveniences, which fall our 
againſt mens bodies, butt the corrupt and evill maners 


ſtle here meaneth, not only that ſuch vices ſhalreign in 
theſclatrertimes, amongſt the vngodlie,andenemics 


\thatare without the Church, but even of domeſticall 


profeſſoures within the fame,that would be reckoned 
amongſt the members of his Church, for G O D will 
haue the ſame ſo exerciſed, that ſhe ſhall beſubje to 


beare,albeit not tofoſter ſuch peſtiferous corruptions, 
within her boſome: for which cauſc,we have al great 


needein theſe dates, of this fore-warning , that wee 
ſhouldlearne in time tobeare patientlic our eſtare,and 


 tocſchew the evil example of thoſe men, whoare now 


mingled amongſt vs, whoſe companie is declared to 


be the more dangerous, that he ſhewed, that fuch men 
polluted with ſo manicerroneous faults,hould never- 
theleſſe profeſſe outwardlie, and haue a ſhew of godli- 
neſlc, for ſo isthenature of Hypocrites facie their. 

mnes 
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piſtical Clergie, ind over-manicof thoſe who pretend 
ayercformea Religion : ror the Apoſtle tere makerh 


a catalogue of ſuch ſignes, as appeare not gutwatdlie 


incontinent,butfurkandare hid vndera certaine' fein- 
ed holinz{te. For where ſhall wee finde an hypocrite 


| buthe is proude, a loverof himſfelfe, and contemner . 


ot-others:y a 2,fearce, crucll,anddece itfull but fo hee 
will notappeare e to mens eyes, valefſe he be more nar- 
raw!ic eſpyed by them that hauc the ſpirit of diſcreti- 
on, toknowthem byrneir fruits.Of hele 094; "FH ir 
the Apoſtle Pale, in his other Epiſtle/to Tamerhee, 

veth two examples, which hec Jeclaro allo,{hall bet in 
the latter dayes , wherein ſome ſhall departe from the 
faith raking heed todeceivable {pirites; yea, teaching 
&evilifh doQrine, to witte, forbidding mariage, ang - 
commanding to abſtaine from meates, which God 
created 2nd ordained, to bee received with thank {-gi- 
ving. Notinginf| Deciall (beſi des vther heretickes) te 
Papiſtes with their ſuperſtitious decrees \wherby they 
binde the conſcicncesof men, with theſerwo errovrs 


& many vthers,contrarie to chelibertic of the Goſpel, 
S's perſecute by fyre &ſword true Chriſtians,that wil 


not aſſent to their deviliſh decrees: therefore wee may 

well conclude,theſe are the dangerous dayes,whercof 
Paule meant, and chat the fairhfull hane great needeto 
take heede ro them ſelues : And by all 2ppearance this 
ſame preſent yeare of Chriſt, 1605.with certaine fewe 


yeares,immediatly following, arelike to be'yeares of 


preattroubles to the Church of G 30dand perſecution, 
intended by thePapiſticallryrannic;, againſt all rrve 


profefſoures of the Goſpell, wherein they may beable. 
to invade, as may witnelle, that late League, made/in. 


Fertar 


lol. / 
'Gnnes with extreame im pudencie: Of ſuch ſorte were. J 
the Phariſees of old; and in our time, the filthic Pas 
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ningatalllibertic in our dayes, for who now ſeeketh 
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| Ferrar, atthe mariage ofthe King of Spaine, and that 


miſ.made Cardinal, ux1berrzs, Arch-duke of CHuftria, 
celebiate by Pope Clement the eight, which hath bene 
interpryſed ro be begunne and to take execution 1n 
ſome parts of Al/manie, andot the Low-cuntries:and 
great vowes and preparationes made(as wehearc)not 
onely againſt thoſe cuntries, but againſt this Tie of Brit- 
taine, and inhabitantes thereof,the which,the Lorde in 
his mercic,turneto the confuſion ofthe interpriſourcs 
thercof,as he did before: And giue vs grace, that wee 
may with watching andprayer,dependvpon His majes 
ſtic, truſting,and waiting for his deliverance, occupy- 
ing thetime, and ocaſion offered to vs of peace and 
quictneſſe, in ſuch ſorte , that ſuddane deſtruRion ap- 

rchend vs not befare wee bewarc,according as wee 
Broep-nhe forewarned: of our maiſter Chriſt, and of 
his Apoſtle Peter, declaring that his Jatter comming to 


 fudgement, ſhall be as in the dayes of Noah, mhes as they 


were eating and drinking, marying,and gtuing in © Mariage, 
wnto the day that he waftnired mto the Arke, and then came 
the flonde and deſtrozedthem al. So (hallth: comming of the 
Sonne of man be ({zycth he.) Welſec now the worlde 1s 
inas great and preater ſecuritic,then itwas then,and al 


< thelinsthatreignedthEin the world aboiid now more 


then they did. Therefore, thefinnesthat we reade of 
themofthatage were two in ſpeciall, the one was 


the vnſawfull conjunRion in mariage of the children 
.of God, or the faithfull ſecde with the curled poſte- 


ritie of Ca 1x; andthat there were then Gyants in the 


Earth,ro witre, mightic oppreſſoures, vſu 'Ping tYratte 


nicall dominion over men, ſuch as was not fecne in 
the worlde of before. And haue wee not theſe and 
manie moe preater finnes and enormitics, raign- 


ali- 
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allyance'of mariage with the Godlie,| for vertueor 
Godlincſſe cauſe * But bethey Godlie , be they yn- 
godlie;the firſt queſtion is, what may they ſpend, how 
much men may giue wita their daughters; & as toryra-! | | 
ny & oppreſſio was thercever greater{incetheworld! | | . |; 
ſtood. But beſides theſe ſpecials, kindnes, fidelitic,and Wt” 
loue, true feareot G O D (which is prineipal) where | 

bethey to be founde * Butin place thereof, craft, dou-! | 
bleneſſe, deceite,infatiable greedin@,and ſuch other | 
finances, as was recited before, and prophecied/by | 2] 
Pay n, bearcethe ſwinge in ſuch. ſorte,that it is mar- Pn ts 
vellhowea common focictie can ſtande anie Jonger 
amongſt men. And it this were onelie amongſt the. 
Romane ſorte of prophane menne , 'it were more 
to be borne with, burteven they who will be in ac- 
count & have place in the Church of God,are no- ber- 
ter for the moſt part : And (to ceaſe now to ſpeake in 
particu'ar,of other forraync cuntries) comming to our - 
{clues in this Iland; what is there in England, and Sror- 
land, buta naked profeſſion of Religion , with-out 
fruites following ? In Eneland, a proude ambition, 
both in Church, and amongſt the whole multitude: 
Yea, proude profanitie, with contempt anddifdayne 
of others. In Scotland, a flugeiſh ſecuritic, and in 
both the Landes,a loath-ſome haiting of the worde of 
G O D,caſting off the yoke of diſcipline,and licence- 
ous liberty in all kinde of vogodlineſſe, yea,meiting of 
the Lorde our God, with extreame vnthaikfuineſſe, 
in reſpect of hisgraces offcred{olongto both the Na- 
tiones: Falſchood, oppreſſion, murthers, hatlottries, 
and all other ſuch kinde 'of miſchicuous dealing, 
withour having anie puniſhmente : |. Yea, filehie || 
Swine.and Dogges,cating their owne vorhite,2s was 3 
prophecyedinP=r xx andIvu x,intheir Epiſtles; Lot? 
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and namely, ſuch prophaine mockers of all rcligion, 
having once profefled the trueth,aud now turning to 
Epicurciſme,, & develiſh Atheiſme,tanting at the pro 
mile-ot the coming of the Lord Ieſus to judgement, & 
ſaying,tharall worldlie things continuc inthe ſame c« 
ſtate;they were fro the beginning , & lo ſuppoſing the 


«'world ncver.tohaue ende,& that there ſhall neither be 


puniſhment for cvilldoing,nor reward for wel doing, 
after this lite; Towhom|/Peer anſwered accordingly,as 
in his tecond Epiſtie,we may read, howe they willing- 


| lie misknowhowe the firſt worlde was deſtroyed by 


water, and itreſteth, thar rhe next, which weare jn, be - 
deſtroyed by tyre, and thar the Jong {uffering of the 
Lordis(ifit were patſible)to bring al men to repErance 
and howe athouſand years is with himas one day, and 
onedaye,asathouſandeyearcs, asindeede what 1s the 
time, it weerſhall reckon ali the ages from the begin- 
ning of the worlde,ynto this preſent, but as 1t was not 
ſixe daiescxpleir, for giucing to cycric age. athouſand 


yeares,as ſome do,the fix thouſand, vet it wil lack foure 


hundreth forty fiue yeats,& if we count by kundreths, 


"theagesofthe worlde (which is now commonly the 


longeſt time of mans life) therewill be but fiftie fue a+ 
pes paſte, and weare now in the fiftieſixrage, wherein 


_ all tokens of thelattertimes, appeares forthe moſt parte 
tobefulfilled (whereof we haue ſpoken inour|Treatiſe - 


before)and if weſhall beleeuethe Aſtrologues, Saturne 
being Lorde of the revolution of the great Circle 


this yeare, ſignificth Sees, changing of eftates. and 


Kingdomes. Secingthenall theſe thingsthreatten vn- 
vnto vs the haſtie cumming of the Lord tro judgment, 
itbecometh vs now nat to nepleR the occaſion offred 


_ynto vs,fo long as weeare in this preſent ſhortelife,to 


do well, forwe know how occaſionis paynted,as the 
©1168 ie * ene. yerle 
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verſe ſayeth: LL 
 Frontecapillata eſi,poſt hac occaſio calva. 
* Occaſion on the fore-head hath haire, 
But ay behindeſheis naked and baire. © | | 
Wiſhing al men therefore earneſilie, (as out Maiſter 
fore-warneth vs)to lift vp their heades,and waite for 
their approching redemption,when the Lord ſhal ap- 
peare in the clowdes tothe comfort of the ſaithfull. 
And ſeeing there is noperpetuall remayning forvs in 
this world, but after a certaine ſhorteſpace oftime, wE 
all muſt needes change our dwelling place, and com- 
peare betorethat celcſtialIudge;that wee learne to ad- 
dreſſc our ſelues for that heavenly lite, while we haue 
time, forit ſhall come to paſſe, that time ſhall bee no 
'more,when asthe ſcaventh Angel ſhal begin roblowe | 
his trumpet. For then (as [ohp ſpeaketh in his Revelats- |  / 
on.) the myſterie of God ſhall be finiſhed. Let vs not | 
therefore be like the fooliſh virgines,but whe the brid- yy... 
groome commeth, let vs haue our Lampes reddy pre- 
pared with oyle to meethim , and the more thornie 
. and dangerous the way of the jorney of our life isin 
theſe cuil dayes,let vs bethemore diligent,& warily ta- 
king heedtothe ſteppes of our feet,that we may walke 
'as in lighte and not indarkneſfſe;& the Lord will come. 
ſhortly and put an endetoour labours, receauing 
vs in his everlaſting kingdome,eventhe Lord | 
Teſus Chriſt. To whome with his heauen. : 
ly Father,and the holy Ghoſt, beal ho- 
nour and praiſeforeuer, 
Amen. 
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